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Re: Written Testimony as a Proponent for S.B. No. 53
Dear Committee Members, 
Sean Maloney, for and on behalf of Buckeye Firearms Association, presents this testimony in favor of passing S.B. No. 53 (the “Bill”).
The Bill corrects a drafting error that occurred in passing the final version of Sub. H.B. 228 during the 132nd General Assembly.  
As passed, Sub. H.B. 228 contained amended language modifying R.C. 2923.11(K) that erroneously classified certain firearms as dangerous ordinance.  Prior versions of H.B. 228 did not amend R.C. 2923.11(K).  As far as we are aware, in all other versions of H.B. 228, the amended language appeared in R.C. 2923.11(L), which contains exceptions to dangerous ordinance.  The true objective of amending R.C. 2923.11 was to mirror federal law and provide a more useful and uniform definition of a “sawed-off firearm.” By placing the amended language in division (K) which defines dangerous ordinance, the language as passed had the exact opposite effect of what was intended.  
While other subdivisions of R.C. 2923.11(L) contain certain exceptions to the definition of dangerous ordnance, this Bill is necessary to eliminate any ambiguity that may exist in Ohio law.  This is an instance of a known and identified error that occurred while the Legislative Service Commission was drafting the final version of Sub. H.B. 228.  To protect the law-abiding citizens of the State of Ohio from any unintended consequences, this Bill should rightfully pass with bipartisan support.  
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