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November 10, 2019

Chairman Coley, Vice Chair Huffman, Ranking Minority Member Craig and members of the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee, my name is Gary Witt, a director for Ohioans for Concealed Carry, a statewide gun rights organization representing Ohio’s gun owners.  Thank you for giving me the opportunity to present proponent testimony for Senate Bill 237

My purpose is not to repeat why having the duty to retreat codified into law is a problem.  That was articulated by gun rights organizations and individual citizens last week.  

While there are many points in this bill that can be expounded upon, I chose one that did not receive attention last week and that is tort action by the perpetrator or his/her family against the person who legally defended himself/herself.  As I understand how the law is written now, a perpetrator or his/her family can file an intentional tort claim and sue the legal shooter with the results possibly being the financial destruction of the person who was defending his/herself or others.  HB 237 would eliminate the ability for a perpetrator or family to sue.  To cause an individual the emotional toll and possible financial ruin that an individual must suffer after being involved in a legal self-defense action is to victimize the law abiding citizen who defended his life. 

Ohioans for Concealed Carry support SB 237 and respectfully requests that the committee pass this bill to the floor of the Senate.  

I will attempt to answer any questions that you may have.






