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Chairman Burke, Vice-Chair Huffman, Ranking Member Antonio, and members of the Senate Health, Human Services, and Medicaid Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 76, which would designate the first week of May as Tardive Dyskinesia Awareness Week. 
The legislation which was also sponsored by Senator Kevin Bacon in the 132nd General Assembly and unanimously passed in the Senate, would present an opportunity to reduce the stigma surrounding Tardive Dyskinesia.
Tardive Dyskinesia, also known as TD, is a rare disorder that may appear as repetitive, jerking movements that occur in the face, neck, and tongue. These muscle movements are involuntary and outside of a patient’s control. Most commonly, TD is a possible side effect of antipsychotic medications, but infants are also at risk for contracting it from medications used to treat gastrointestinal issues. The risk of TD increases with total dosage, treatment duration of antipsychotic medication, and age of the patient. In some cases, TD can be permanent.
Those who live with TD are severely disrupted in many domains, including their ability to complete everyday tasks and may be limited in terms of employment and social interactions. TD can affect an individual’s torso and limbs, and in some cases, it may impair the individual’s ability to walk, talk, or eat.  It is estimated that there are 500,000 cases of TD across America and that upwards of 50% of these cases are undiagnosed. 
Unfortunately, the disorder may be difficult to diagnose since many patients do not know the symptoms of TD and there is a historical lack of FDA approved treatments for TD. Currently, there are only two FDA approved medications to treat TD. More often, the most common method to treat TD is to reduce the patient’s dosage of medication and hope that everything returns to normal. However, this often does not work or fix the condition for the patient. 
Senate Bill 76 is a tool in solving these problems. TD Awareness week will help educate the public about TD and promote assistance for those that may be affected. Increasing education, awareness, and recognition of TD will give those who may be suffering from undiagnosed TD the knowledge necessary to start a conversation with their doctor and work toward a formal diagnosis. 
Furthermore, increasing awareness about TD will encourage drug researchers and developers to invest even more effort into finding a cure. For these reasons, Ohio would do well to formally recognize the impact of Tardive Dyskinesia through passage of this bill and creation of TD Awareness Week. 
Thank you for allowing us to testify today and for your consideration. We are happy to answer any questions you may have.
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