[image: image1.jpg]


Jeffrey A. Crossman
State Representative
 15th House District




Chairman Burke, Vice-Chairman Huffman, Ranking Member Antonio, and all members of the Senate Health, Human Services, and Medicaid Committee:

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 230 which seeks to designate May as Brain Cancer Awareness Month for the State of Ohio.  Many national organizations that support brain cancer research and offer resources to families dealing with brain cancer, have called for the adoption of this recognition month across the country. Organizations including the American Cancer Society, American Brain Tumor Association, and American Association for Cancer Research.  
Brain cancer is not a disease I ever thought I would need to advocate for but that changed when my mother was diagnosed in 2016 with a glioblastoma multiforme tumor—one of the deadliest forms of brain cancer.  My mother was the second person in my family to receive such a diagnosis—the first was my paternal grandfather in 1986.  As my mother’s diagnosis and prognosis sunk in; we realized that her outcomes were likely grim with loss of function, and an expected abysmal survival rate of a little over a year on average.  As many of us do when a loved one is faced with a terminal illness; I soon became a subject matter expert on this terrible disease, its impact on the patients, and its impact on their families.

First, I learned that, despite the tremendous medical advances since 1986 including “major improvements in neuroimaging, neurosurgery, radiotherapy, and chemotherapy techniques”
 little progress has been made in the treatment outcomes for brain cancer patients.  We also still know very little about what causes brain cancer, and who is most likely to receive a brain cancer diagnosis.  Many forms of brain cancer remain difficult to treat and incurable.  When faced with a glioblastoma tumor, the question is not if a patient will succumb to the cancer but when.  According to information available from the National Brain Tumor Society, the 5 year survival rate of someone diagnosed with a glioblastoma type tumor is approximately 5%
. The average lifespan of a newly diagnosed brain cancer patient is about 14.5 months. Indeed my mother survived only 21 months, beyond her initial diagnoses.  

Second, one of the other terrible tragedies of this disease is how frequently this form of cancer afflicts children.  This year, we expect that over 86,000 new adult patients will be diagnosed with brain tumors. Of that number, 26,170 (roughly 30%) will be malignant.  In addition, 3,720 children will be diagnosed with primary brain tumors (as opposed to metastatic tumors that originate elsewhere and spread). For children under 19, brain and other central nervous system cancers remain near the top of all pediatric cancers diagnosed, exceeded only slightly by Leukemia. 
   However, brain cancer remains more deadly in children than Leukemia.
 

This is why this legislation is so important.  Raising awareness about brain cancer means giving hope to the people diagnosed with brain cancer each year.  Raising awareness means educating people on symptoms that might lead to an earlier diagnosis and better long-term outcomes.  Raising awareness means informing people about the challenges and obstacles faced by the people dealing with brain cancer.  Raising awareness signifies to the patients and their families that we support them as they wage their fight against this terrible disease.  Finally and equally important; raising awareness means promoting efforts to raise additional funding for more research into treatments that will lead to better outcomes and, dare we hope, a cure.  Through these efforts, we might begin to overcome the fact that between 1998 and 2014, there were 78 investigational brain tumor drugs that entered the clinical trial evaluation process yet 75 failed. That represents a 25:1 failure ratio in developing new brain tumor treatments over a two decade period.

Raising awareness of diseases through efforts such as this has proved successful in other cases.  We all are familiar with breast cancer and the advances made through all of the efforts of organizations such as the Susan Komen Foundation.  We also saw how the popular “ice bucket challenge” raised awareness and significant research dollars to fight ALS. I would also like to note that a childhood leukemia diagnosis used to be a death sentence a few decades ago, but with awareness efforts and additional resources, children diagnosed with leukemia now have the chance to grow and thrive long into adulthood.  It is my hope too, that we can also someday talk about the amazing advances made in brain cancer treatments; but it starts with steps like this first.  

Members of the committee, I thank you for the time today to discuss this bill and I thank you for your consideration.   
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