
 

 
 

 
 

This High School STEM, Innovation, Scholarship and 
Retention Program Proposal Includes: 

Key program elements:  
 

1. A series of STEM Innovation & Entrepreneurship Forums (15 in Yr. 1 & 25 in Yr. 
2), held on Ohio college campuses, and related video programs, to showcase to 
high school students what Ohio has to offer. 

 

2. An in-school STEM Innovation & Entrepreneurship Program and STEM 
Commercialization Plan & STEM Business Plan Competition for 150 high schools 
(Yr. 1) and 250 schools (Yr. 2), including local high school competition awards.  

 

3. Two hundred and thirty-five $10,000 Innovation & Entrepreneurship 
Scholarships awarded annually ($2,500 per year, renewable for four years), 
(May be used at any Ohio college, university, post-high school training program.) 

How Innovation & Entrepreneurship Scholarships will be awarded: 
 

a. 100 $10,000 Scholarships awarded annually to the winners of regional and statewide 
Believe in Ohio STEM Commercialization Plan and STEM Business Plan Competitions. 
 

• Competitions will be managed by the Ohio Academy of Science, and will be 
similar to the Believe in Ohio competitions successfully held in prior years. 

 

b. 135 $10,000 Scholarships awarded annually to create a Culture of Innovation in high 
schools all across Ohio. 
 

• One scholarship awarded to a student in each of the State’s 99 House and 33 
Senate Districts based on the recommendations of an Advisory Committee. The 
Academy of Science will manage the program, vet applicants, and provide a 
short list of vetted applicants for each district to the Advisory Committees.  

 

c. After the program is established, companies, foundations and individuals throughout 
Ohio will be encouraged to fund additional $10,000 scholarships to be awarded to 
additional students within a district, county, or city as designated by the donor. 

• These scholarships will be awarded under the same vetting process above.  

Program Budget 2019-2020           2020-2021 
 

STEM Innovation & Entrepreneurship Scholarships             $2,538,000          $2,538,000 
 

STEM Plan Competition local high school awards                      162,000               270,000 
 

Coordination & management of in-school programs                 210,000               336,000 
 

STEM Entrepreneurship & Innovation Forums                            150,000               250,000 
 

Overall management, promotion, audit & assessment             470,000               509,000 
 

     Total budget appropriation by fiscal year                         $3,530,000        $3,903,000 
 
 

 
 

Believe in Ohio Program History: 
 

In 2013, the State provided $5,000,000 in funding for what was popularly called the 
Believe in Ohio program, which was successfully implemented during the 2014-2015, 
2015-2016, and the first part of the 2016-2017 school years.  Despite the support of 
many Ohio House members and multiple Ohio Senators, program funding was a 
casualty of Ohio’s 2017-2018 state budget shortfalls. That left the program’s 10,000+ 
student participants and their teachers across Ohio in the lurch without a program. 
 

Since 2016, elements of Believe in Ohio have been continued on a small scale in 
Northeast Ohio with the goal to seek renewed statewide funding for the 2019-2020 
and 2020-2021 school years.  This is what this funding request is all about. 
 

Believe in Ohio Program Accomplishments: 
 

 

STEM FORUMS – Since 2014, more than 8,000 
students, teachers and guests have attended one 
of 43 STEM Commercialization and 
Entrepreneurship Forums held at 17 different 
colleges & universities & schools across Ohio. 
 

 

 
 

 

In-School STEM Plan Competitions - More than 300 teachers from more than 
150 schools, including more than 10,000 students, participated in STEM 
Commercialization & STEM Business Plan competitions at their schools, with more 
than $600,000 in high school competition awards and support grants awarded.  
 

 
 

 
 

ANDREA HARPEN 
Teacher - Blanchester HS 
 

 

“I think that the Believe in Ohio program is a fantastic 
program.  I think that it is dead on. … I feel that this program 
more than anything else I’ve done has really benefited my 
students and really gets at the core of what we are targeting 
for as we are trying to improve science education. ... I think it 
is so much better than testing, testing, testing” 

 
 

State Competition Awards & Scholarships - $1.2 million in cash awards and 
scholarships to Ohio colleges & universities were awarded to students in Believe in 
Ohio’s State Competitions in 2015 and 2016.  
 

 
 

“This is it.  This is the solution to standardized tests.  This is what we 
need more of.   This is experiential learning.  This is kids finding their 
own way in Ohio.  This is going to help Ohio.  I became a science 
educator to help the Ohio science community and I think that this is 
the best thing I have seen in my ten years of teaching.” 
 

 

 
 

ANDY BRUENING 
Teacher - Strongsville  
 

 

In Summary - Altogether, during the 2015-2016 school year, the last full year of the 
program, about 11,000 high school and middle school students participated in either 
a STEM Plan Competition and/or a STEM Forum.  Of this number, about 54% were 
females, with about 5,000 students from underserved rural schools, about 1,300 
from underserved urban schools, with the balance from suburban schools. 
 



 
 

 
 

A Proposal to Create a Culture of Innovation  
in Ohio’s High Schools 

 
 

High School STEM, Innovation, Scholarship  
and Retention Program 

  

$7.4 million Appropriation Request to Ohio’s 2020-2021 Budget 

 
The collaborative partnership of The Ohio Academy of Science (OAS) and 
Entrepreneurial Engagement Ohio (EEO) request your support of a biennial 
budget amendment to restore funding for the Believe in Ohio program.  Now, 
more than ever, this program is needed in Ohio.  
 

Our $7.4 million proposal is designed to create a “Culture of Innovation” in 
Ohio’s high schools that creates an innovation pathway between Ohio’s high 
schools and Ohio’s colleges and universities as originally recommended by 
the Ohio Board of Regents.   
 

It does this by re-establishing Believe in Ohio as the foundation for a “High 
School STEM, Innovation, Scholarship and Retention Program” designed to 
reach into every one of Ohio’s 99 House and 33 Senate Districts.  (Two-thirds 
of the $7.4 million requested is for scholarship awards for Ohio students.) 
 

Michael E. Woytek, CEO                          John M. Klipfell, Executive Director 
The Ohio Academy of Science                Entrepreneurial Engagement Ohio 
MWoytek@ohiosci.org                            JKlipfell1@aol.com 
614-389-2182                                            440-821-2357 

 

“Believe in Ohio addresses the question that students always ask, ‘why do I 

need to learn this stuff, anyway?’ Believe in Ohio provides students with a 

sense of purpose and direction in planning their post-secondary education.  

It emphasizes the importance of STEM and their need to develop an 

entrepreneurial mindset to compete in today’s Innovation Economy.” 
 

  

 

Ohio Board of Regents’ Commercialization Task Force 
recommendations, which the Believe in Ohio program was 
developed to implement: 
 

1. “The next generation of technology innovation will come from today’s 
students who should be exposed to an entrepreneurial curriculum, provided 
with real life experiences and supported in promoting their intellectual ideas” 
(Page 6) 
 

2. Ohio should “promote” business plan competitions with meaningful 
preparation awards and follow-up benefits.” (Page 44)  

 

3. Ohio should “offer competitive full and partial tuition ‘Entrepreneurship 
Scholarships” for promising students who plan to study and engage in 
entrepreneurship, akin to athletic scholarships.” (Page 44) 

Text of LSC Synopsis of Budget Amendment: 
 

Department of Higher Education  
 

Sections 381.10 and 381.370 
 

Establishes GRF appropriation item 235597, High School STEM Innovation and Ohio 
College Scholarship and Retention Program, with appropriations of $3,530,000 in 
FY 2020 and $3,903,000 in FY 2021, to be distributed by the Chancellor to the Ohio 
Academy of Science, in collaboration with Entrepreneurial Engagement Ohio, for 
the continuing development and implementation of recommendations of the Ohio 
Board of Regents that seek to create an innovation pathway between Ohio's K-12 
education system and Ohio's colleges and universities and post-secondary career 
centers and vocational schools. 
 

Requires the Program to: (1) conduct STEM Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Forums at Ohio's universities and colleges for high school students and educators, 
(2) develop in-school STEM Innovation and Entrepreneurship Program and STEM 
Commercialization Plan and STEM Business Plan Competitions, (3) conduct a 
statewide STEM Commercialization Plan and STEM Business Plan competition, 
open to the winners of related local high school competition award winners, that 
includes scholarships to attend any Ohio college, university, or post-secondary 
career center, and (4) conduct a statewide Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Scholarship program that awards at least one scholarship to attend any Ohio 
college in each Ohio Senate and House District. 
 

Requires all aspects of the Program to be open to any Ohio high school student, 
with an emphasis on minority, rural and economically disadvantaged students. 
Requires the Program to collaborate with Ohio's colleges and universities, and 
existing STEM, innovation, and entrepreneurship programs to implement these 
provisions and encourage enrollment at Ohio institutions of post-secondary and 
higher education. 
 
 

 


