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Senate Ways and Means Committee
Senate Bill 286 — Sponsor Testimony
Tuesday March 3, 2020

Chairwoman Roegner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Williams, and members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 286. 

Senate Bill 286 addresses a critical issue that is negatively impacting the number of volunteer firefighters, thus our safety in rural and many suburban areas of Ohio. In today’s society, it is getting harder and harder to recruit men and women to serve as volunteer firefighters.  The personal financial cost, training time, time performing their duties and the fact that many workers today accept jobs many miles from where they live have taken a toll on recruiting volunteer firefighters.

This bill will allow volunteer firefighters to claim a personal nonrefundable income tax credit up to $500 for amounts spent to purchase safety or protective gear, which are used while they are performing their official firefighting duties.  
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In the state of Ohio, there is an estimated 9,948 volunteer firefighters. Many of these public servants invest significant amounts of their own financial resources and time to complete their volunteer duties. As a volunteer firefighter in my own district has told me in conversations about this bill, this tax credit would be “vital” for these men and women. 

The amount a typical volunteer firefighter spends on personal critical gear varies department to department. But, every volunteer accrues costs each year and this is paid for with their own finances.  So they are not only giving of their time, talents, jobs and family life, they are also paying for equipment that you and I benefit from should we ever need to call 911 in an emergency.  

Using discussions that have taken place on my police tax credit bill, I have already made sure that this piece of legislation incorporates language that had to be added as amendments to the former. This includes that the tax credit would be reduced by any amount by which the firefighter is reimbursed by their firefighting department for the cost of the items and an equipment list.  The eligible equipment must meet the requirement prescribed by the firefighter’s department and includes:
· Turnout coats, pants, and boots;
· Suspenders;
· Hoods;
· Protective helmets;
· Safety glasses;
· Fire and extrication gloves;
· Reflective traffic and ballistic vests;
· Portable radios, radio pagers, and radio straps;
· Flashlights;
· Hand tools; 
· Self-rescue rope; and
· Uniforms

These men and women put their lives on the line every day and service large parts of Ohio. 

For instance, I have one volunteer fire department in Guernsey County that covers 174 square miles within seven townships and services one of ODNR’s largest and busiest parks – Salt Fork State Park and its lodge.  It is in both the volunteer firefighter’s best interest and the publics’ best interest that they have the safety and protective gear that is necessary and will enable them to be most effective performing their duties. The purchase of various gear is a huge burden on these firefighters, but it is inevitable in the field of firefighting. 

The number of volunteer firefighters in the state of Ohio is dwindling, and this legislation will help prevent a crisis of inadequate fire protection. We need to ensure that these volunteers are compensated for the personal funds that they put into getting equipment for their services which protect our constituents on a day-to-day basis.

Thank you once again, Chairwoman Roegner, and the members of the committee, for the opportunity to present this issue to you today. I will be glad to answer any questions at this time.
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




