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A  B I L L

To amend sections 3513.301 and 3513.312 of the 

Revised Code to eliminate the requirement of 

holding a special election to fill a vacancy in 

a party nomination for the office of 

representative to Congress under certain 

circumstances.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3513.301 and 3513.312 of the 

Revised Code be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 3513.301. (A) Notwithstanding section 3513.30 of the 

Revised Code and except as otherwise provided in division (B)(2) 

of this section, if only one person has filed a valid 

declaration of candidacy for nomination as the candidate of a 

political party for the office of representative to congress and 

that person withdraws as a candidate or dies at any time before 

the primary election, a special election shall be held under 

division (B)(1) of this section as soon as reasonably 

practicable to nominate the following:
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(1) That party's candidate for congress;

(2) The candidate for congress of any other major 

political party under either of the following circumstances:

(a) No person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy 

for nomination as that party's candidate at the primary 

election.

(b) Only one person has filed a valid declaration of 

candidacy for nomination as that party's candidate at the 

primary election, that person has withdrawn or died, and the 

vacancy so created has not been filled.

(B) The (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)

(2) of this section, the boards of elections of all the counties 

contained in whole or in part within the congressional district 

for which a special election is being held under this section 

shall, as soon as reasonably practicable, conduct the special 

election on a date designated by the secretary of state and give 

notice of the time and places of holding the election as 

provided in section 3501.03 of the Revised Code. The election 

shall be held and conducted and returns of it made as in the 

case of a primary election, except that the secretary of state 

shall designate the deadline to file a declaration of candidacy 

or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate for the 

election.

(2) If, for each nomination to be made at the special 

election to be held under division (B)(1) of this section, only 

one person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy or no 

person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy, then no 

special election shall be held. If no special election is held, 

then for each nomination for which only one person has filed a 
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valid declaration of candidacy, the secretary of state, upon 

receiving certification of that fact from the board of elections 

of the most populous county of the congressional district, shall 

issue a certificate of nomination to the person and   the person's   

name   shall   appear on the ballot as that party's candidate at the   

general election.

(C) The state shall pay all costs of any special election 

held under this section.

Sec. 3513.312. (A) Notwithstanding section 3513.31 of the 

Revised Code, if a person nominated in a primary election or 

nominated by petition under section 3517.012 of the Revised Code 

as a party candidate for the office of representative to 

congress for election at the next general election withdraws as 

such candidate prior to the ninetieth day before the day of such 

general election, or dies prior to the ninetieth day before the 

day of such general election, the vacancy in the party 

nomination so created shall be filled by a special election held 

in accordance with division (B) of this section as soon as 

reasonably practicable. 

(B) The (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)

(2) of this section, the boards of elections of all the counties 

contained in whole or in part within the congressional district 

in which a vacancy occurs as described in division (A) of this 

section shall, as soon as reasonably practicable, conduct the 

special election on a date designated by the secretary of state 

and give notice of the time and places of holding such election 

as provided in section 3501.03 of the Revised Code. Such 

election shall be held and conducted and returns thereof made as 

in the case of a primary election, except that the secretary of 

state shall designate the deadline to file a declaration of 

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76



H. B. No. 18 Page 4 
As Introduced

candidacy or a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate 

for the election.

(2) If only one person has filed a valid declaration of 

candidacy for the special election to be held under division (B)

(1) of this section, or if no person has filed a valid 

declaration of candidacy, then no special election shall be 

held. If one person has filed a valid declaration of candidacy, 

the secretary of state, upon receiving certification of that 

fact from the board of elections of the most populous county of 

the congressional district, shall issue a certificate of 

nomination to the person and   the person's name   shall   appear on   

the ballot as that party's candidate at the general election.

(C) The state shall pay all costs of any special election 

held pursuant to this section.

Section 2. That existing sections 3513.301 and 3513.312 of 

the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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