As Introduced

133rd General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 720

2019-2020
Representatives Ingram, Hicks-Hudson

Cosponsors: Representatives Galonski, Brent, Patterson, Howse, Crawley, West,

Denson, Miller, J., Kelly, Miranda

A BILL

To amend sections 9.481, 9.61, 737.08, and 737.22
of the Revised Code to allow a municipal
corporation to require its fire chief or chief
of police to reside within the municipal

corporation during the chief's first five years.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 9.481, 9.61, 737.08, and 737.22

of the Revised Code be amended to read as follows:
Sec. 9.481. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Political subdivision" has the same meaning as in

section 2743.01 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Volunteer" means a person who is not paid for service

or who is employed on less than a permanent full-time basis.

(B) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) (2) of
this section, no political subdivision shall require any of its
employees, as a condition of employment, to reside in any

specific area of the state.
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(2) (a) Division (B) (1) of this section does not apply to a

volunteer.

(b) To ensure adequate response times by certain employees
of political subdivisions to emergencies or disasters while
ensuring that those employees generally are free to reside
throughout the state, the electors of any political subdivision
may file an initiative petition to submit a local law to the
electorate, or the legislative authority of the political
subdivision may adopt an ordinance or resolution, that requires
any individual employed by that political subdivision, as a
condition of employment, to reside either in the county where
the political subdivision is located or in any adjacent county
in this state. For the purposes of this section, an initiative
petition shall be filed and considered as provided in sections
731.28 and 731.31 of the Revised Code, except that the fiscal
officer of the political subdivision shall take the actions
prescribed for the auditor or clerk if the political subdivision
has no auditor or clerk, and except that references to a
municipal corporation shall be considered to be references to

the applicable political subdivision.

(c) The legislative authority of a municipal corporation

may require an individual who serves as fire chief or as chief

of police of the municipal corporation to reside within the

boundaries of the municipal corporation during the individual's

first five vyears serving as chief. The individual shall be

afforded six months after the individual begins serving as chief

to become a resident of the municipal corporation.

(C) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) (2) of
this section, employees of political subdivisions of this state

have the right to reside any place they desire.
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Sec. 9.61. (A) "Firefighting agency" means a municipal
corporation, township, township fire district, joint fire
district, fire and ambulance district, or other political

subdivision that operates a fire department.

(B) Nethimeg—Except as may be required pursuant to division

(B) (2) (¢) of section 9.481 of the Revised Code, nothing in the

Revised Code requires, or shall be construed to require, that
the fire chief of a firefighting agency reside in the territory

of the firefighting agency.

Sec. 737.08. (A) The fire department of each city shall be
composed of a chief of the fire department and other officers,
firefighters, and employees provided for by ordinance. Neither—

Except as may be required pursuant to division (B) (2) (c) of

section 9.481 of the Revised Code, neither this section nor any

other section of the Revised Code requires, or shall be
construed to require, that the fire chief be a resident of the

city.

(B) No person shall be appointed as a permanent full-time
paid member, whose duties include fire fighting, of the fire

department of any city, unless either of the following applies:

(1) The person has received a certificate issued under
former section 3303.07 of the Revised Code or section 4765.55 of
the Revised Code evidencing satisfactory completion of a

firefighter training program.

(2) The person began serving as a permanent full-time paid
firefighter with the fire department of a village or other city
prior to July 2, 1970, and receives a fire training certificate

issued under section 4765.55 of the Revised Code.

(C) No person who is appointed as a volunteer firefighter
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of a city fire department shall remain in that position, unless

either of the following applies:

(1) Within one year of the appointment, the person has
received a certificate issued under former section 3303.07 of
the Revised Code or section 4765.55 of the Revised Code
evidencing satisfactory completion of a firefighter training

program.

(2) The person began serving as a permanent full-time paid
firefighter with the fire department of a village or other city
prior to July 2, 1970, or as a volunteer firefighter with the
fire department of a township, fire district, village, or other
city prior to July 2, 1979, and receives a fire training

certificate issued under section 4765.55 of the Revised Code.

(D) The director of public safety shall have the exclusive
management and control of other surgeons, secretaries, clerks,
and employees provided for by ordinance or resolution of the

legislative authority of the city.

Sec. 737.22. (A) Each village establishing a fire
department shall have a fire chief as the department's head,
appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of the
legislative authority of the wvillage, who shall continue in
office until removed from office as provided by sections 733.35

to 733.39 of the Revised Code. Neither—Except as may be required

pursuant to division (B) (2) (c¢) of section 9.481 of the Revised

Code, neither this section nor any other section of the Revised

Code requires, or shall be construed to require, that the fire

chief be a resident of the village.

In each village not having a fire department, the mayor

shall, with the advice and consent of the legislative authority
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of the village, appoint a fire prevention officer who shall
exercise all of the duties of a fire chief except those

involving the maintenance and operation of fire apparatus.

The legislative authority of the village may fix the
compensation it considers best. The appointee shall continue in
office until removed from office as provided by sections 733.35
to 733.39 of the Revised Code. Section 737.23 of the Revised

Code shall extend to the officer.

(B) The legislative authority of the village may provide
for the appointment of permanent full-time paid firefighters as
it considers best and fix their compensation, or for the
services of volunteer firefighters, who shall be appointed by
the mayor with the advice and consent of the legislative
authority, and shall continue in office until removed from

office.

(1) No person shall be appointed as a permanent full-time
paid firefighter of a village fire department, unless either of

the following applies:

(a) The person has received a certificate issued under
former section 3303.07 of the Revised Code or section 4765.55 of
the Revised Code evidencing satisfactory completion of a

firefighter training program.

(b) The person began serving as a permanent full-time paid
firefighter with the fire department of a city or other village
prior to July 2, 1970, and receives a fire training certificate

issued under section 4765.55 of the Revised Code.

(2) No person who is appointed as a volunteer firefighter
of a village fire department shall remain in that position,

unless either of the following applies:
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(a) Within one year of the appointment, the person has
received a certificate issued under former section 3303.07 or
section 4765.55 of the Revised Code evidencing satisfactory

completion of a firefighter training program.

(b) The person has served as a permanent full-time paid
firefighter with the fire department of a city or other village
prior to July 2, 1970, or as a volunteer firefighter with the
fire department of a city, township, fire district, or other
village prior to July 2, 1979, and receives a certificate issued

under division (C) (3) of section 4765.55 of the Revised Code.

(3) No person shall receive an appointment under this
section unless the person has, not more than sixty days prior to
receiving the appointment, passed a physical examination, given
by a licensed physician, a physician assistant, a clinical nurse
specialist, a certified nurse practitioner, or a certified
nurse-midwife, showing that the person meets the physical
requirements necessary to perform the duties of the position to
which the person is to be appointed as established by the
legislative authority of the village. The appointing authority
shall, prior to making an appointment, file with the Ohio police
and fire pension fund or the local volunteer fire fighters'
dependents fund board a copy of the report or findings of that
licensed physician, physician assistant, clinical nurse
specialist, certified nurse practitioner, or certified nurse-
midwife. The professional fee for the physical examination shall

be paid for by the legislative authority of the village.

Section 2. That existing sections 9.481, 9.61, 737.08, and

737.22 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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