(122nd General Assembly)
(House Bill Number 2383/

AN ACT

To amend section 2919.25 of the Revised Code to specify
additional circumstances in which the offense of domestic
violence is afelony of the fifth degree.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sate of Ohio:

SecTioN 1. That section 2919.25 of the Revised Code be amended to
read as follows:

Sec. 2919.25. (A) No person shall knowingly cause or attempt to cause
physical harm to afamily or household member.

(B) No person shall recklessly cause serious physical harm to a family
or household member.

(C) No person, by threat of force, shal knowingly cause a family or
household member to believe that the offender will cause imminent physical
harm to the family or household member.

(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of domestic violence. A
Except as otherwise provided in this division, a violation of division (C) of
this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree—A, and a violation of
division (A) or (B) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the
offender previously has been convicted of domestic violence er, of a
violation of a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to domestic
violence, of a violation of section 2903.11, 2903.12, 2903.13, 2903.14
2903.21, 2903.211, er 2903.22, 2911.211, or 2919.22 of the Revised Code
involving a person who was a family or household member at the time of
the violation, or of aviolation of a municipal ordinance that is substantially
similar to one of those sections involving a person who was a family or
household member at the time of the violation, aviolation of division (A) or
(B) of this section is afelony of the fifth degree, and a violation of division
(C) of this section is a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(E) As used in this section and sections 2919.251 and 2919.26 of the
Revised Code:

(1) "Family or household member" means any of the following:

(@ Any of the following who is residing or has resided with the
offender:




H. B. No. 238
2

(i) A spouse, a person living as a spouse, or a former spouse of the
offender;

(i) A parent or a child of the offender, or another person related by
consanguinity or affinity to the offender;

(i) A parent or achild of a spouse, person living as a spouse, or former
spouse of the offender, or another person related by consanguinity or
affinity to a spouse, person living as a spouse, or former spouse of the
offender.

(b) The natural parent of any child of whom the offender is the other
natural parent.

(2) "Person living as a spouse”’ means a person who isliving or has lived
with the offender in a common law marital relationship, who otherwise is
cohabiting with the offender, or who otherwise has cohabited with the
offender within one year prior to the date of the alleged commission of the
act in question.
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SecTION 2. That existing section 2919.25 of the Revised Code is hereby
repeal ed.

Soeaker of the House of Representatives.

President of the Senate.

Passed , 20

Approved , 20

Governor.
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

Director, Legidative Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the
day of ,A.D. 20 :

Secretary of Sate.

File No. Effective Date




