(122nd General Assembly)
(Substitute House Bill Number 282)

AN ACT

To amend sections 4511.45, 4513.11, and 4513.17 and to
enact sections 4511.042 and 4513.171 of the Revised
Code to permit farm machinery and vehicles escorting
farm machinery to display simultaneously flashing turn
signals or warning lights when being operated on a street
or highway, to authorize the display of a flashing,
oscillating, or rotating red or blue light and the use of an
audible signal on vehicles operated by a coroner, deputy
coroner, or coroner's investigator in  certain
circumstances, and to establish exceptions to certain
traffic laws for coroner's vehicles operated under those
limited circumstances.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sate of Ohio:

SecTioN 1. That sections 4511.45, 4513.11, and 4513.17 be amended
and sections 4511.042 and 4513.171 of the Revised Code be enacted to read
as follows:

Sec. 4511.042. Sections 4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.29,
4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.32, 4511.33, 4511.35, 4511.36. 4511.37, 4511.38,
and 4511.66 of the Revised Code do not apply to a coroner, deputy coroner,
or_coroner's investigator operating a motor vehicle in accordance with
section 4513.171 of the Revised Code. This section does not relieve a
coroner, deputy coroner, or coroner's investigator operating a motor vehicle
from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and
property upon the highway.

Sec. 4511.45. (A)(1) Upon the approach of a public safety vehicle or
coroner's vehicle, equipped with at least one flashing, rotating or oscillating
light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of five
hundred feet to the front of sdeh the vehicle and the driver is giving an
audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, no driver of any other
vehicle shall fail to yield the sight-ef-way right-of-way, immediately drive to
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a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right edge or curb of
the highway clear of any intersection, and stop and remain in sdeh that
position until the public safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle has passed,
except when otherwise directed by a police officer.

(2) Upon the approach of a public safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle, as
stated in division (A)(1) of this section, no operator of any streetcar or
trackless trolley shall fail to immediately stop the streetcar or trackless
trolley clear of any intersection and keep it in that position until the public
safety vehicle or coroner's vehicle has passed, except when otherwise
directed by apolice officer.

(B) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle or
coroner's vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all
persons and property upon the highway.

(C) This section applies to a coroner's vehicle only when the vehicle is
operated in accordance with section 4513.171 of the Revised Code. As used
in_this section, "coroner's vehicle” means a vehicle used by a coroner,
deputy coroner, or coroner's investigator that is equipped with a flashing,
oscillating, or rotating red or blue light and a siren, exhaust whistle, or bell
capable of giving an audible signal.

Sec. 4513.11. (A) All vehicles other than bicycles, including
animal-drawn vehicles and vehicles referred to in division (G) of section
4513.02 of the Revised Code, not specifically required to be equipped with
lamps or other lighting devices by sections 4513.03 to 4513.10 of the
Revised Code, shall, at the times specified in section 4513.03 of the Revised
Code, be equipped with at least one lamp displaying a white light visible
from a distance of not less than one thousand feet to the front of the vehicle,
and also shall be equipped with two lamps displaying red light visible from
a distance of not less than one thousand feet to the rear of the vehicle, or as
an alternative, one lamp displaying ared light visible from a distance of not
less than one thousand feet to the rear and two red reflectors visible from all
distances of six hundred feet to one hundred feet to the rear when
illuminated by the lawful lower beams of headlamps.

Lamps and reflectors required or authorized by this section shall meet
standards adopted by the director of public safety.

(B) All boat trailers, farm machinery, and other machinery, including all
road construction machinery, upon a street or highway, except when being
used in actual construction and maintenance work in an area guarded by a
flagperson, or where flares are used, or when operating or traveling within
the limits of a construction area designated by the director of transportation,
a city engineer, or the county engineer of the severa counties, when such
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construction area is marked in accordance with requirements of the director
and the manual of uniform traffic control devices, as set forth in section
4511.09 of the Revised Code, which is designed for operation at a speed of
twenty-five miles per hour or less shall be operated at a speed not exceeding
twenty-five miles per hour, and shall display a triangular slow-moving
vehicle emblem (SMV). The emblem shall be mounted so as to be visible
from a distance of not less than five hundred feet to the rear. The director of
public safety shall adopt standards and specifications for the design and
position of mounting the SMV emblem. The standards and specifications for
SMV emblems referred to in this section shall correlate with and, so far as
possible, conform with those approved by the American society of
agricultural engineers.

As used in this division, "machinery” does not include any vehicle
designed to be drawn by an animal.

(C) The use of the SMV emblem shall be restricted to animal-drawn
vehicles, and to the slow-moving vehicles specified in division (B) of this
section operating or traveling within the limits of the highway. Its use on
slow-moving vehicles being transported upon other types of vehicles or on
any other type of vehicle or stationary object on the highway is prohibited.

(D) No person shall sell, lease, rent, or operate any boat trailer, farm
machinery, or other machinery defined as a slow-moving vehicle in division
(B) of this section, except those units designed to be completely mounted on
a primary power unit, which is manufactured or assembled on or after April
1, 1966, unless the vehicle is equipped with a slow-moving vehicle emblem
mounting device as specified in division (B) of this section.

(E) Any boat trailer, farm machinery, or other machinery defined as a
slow-moving vehicle in division (B) of this section, in addition to the use of
the slow-moving vehicle emblem, may be equipped with ared flashing light
that shall be visible from a distance of not less than one thousand feet to the
rear at all times specified in section 4513.03 of the Revised Code. When a
double-faced light is used, it shall display amber light to the front and red
light to the rear.

In addition to the lights described in this division, farm machinery atse
and _motor vehicles escorting farm machinery may display a flashing,
oscillating, or rotating amber light, as permitted by section 4513.17 of the
Revised Code, and also may display simultaneously flashing turn signals or
warning lights, as permitted by that section.

(F) Every animal-drawn vehicle upon a street or highway shall at all
times be equipped in one of the following ways:

(2) With a slow-moving vehicle emblem complying with division (B) of
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this section;

(2) With aternate reflective material complying with rules adopted
under thisdivision;

(3) With both a slow-moving vehicle emblem and alternate reflective
material as specified in thisdivision.

The director of public safety, subject to Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code, shall adopt rules establishing standards and specifications for the
position of mounting of the alternate reflective material authorized by this
divison. The rules shal permit, as a minimum, the alternate reflective
material to be black, gray, or silver in color. The alternate reflective material
shall be mounted on the animal-drawn vehicle so asto be visible, at all times
specified in section 4513.03 of the Revised Code, from a distance of not less
than five hundred feet to the rear when illuminated by the lawful lower
beams of headlamps.

(G) As used in this section, "boat trailer" means any vehicle designed
and used exclusively to transport a boat between a place of storage and a
marina, or in and around a marina, when drawn or towed on a street or
highway for a distance of no more than ten miles and at a speed of
twenty-five miles per hour or less.

Sec. 4513.17. (A) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with headlights
also is equipped with any auxiliary lights or spotlight or any other light on
the front thereof projecting a beam of an intensity greater than three hundred
candle power, not more than atotal of five of any such lights on the front of
a vehicle shall be lighted at any one time when the vehicle is upon a
highway.

(B) Any lighted light or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other
than headlights, spotlights, signal lights, or auxiliary driving lights, that
projects a beam of light of an intensity greater than three hundred candle
power, shall be so directed that no part of the beam will strike the level of
the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance of more than
seventy-five feet from the vehicle.

(C)(1) Hashing lights are prohibited on motor vehicles, except as a
means for indicating a right or a left turn, or in the presence of a vehicular
traffic hazard requiring unusual care in approaching, or overtaking or
passing. This prohibition does not apply to emergency vehicles, road service
vehicles servicing or towing a disabled vehicle, traffic line stripers, snow
plows, rural mail delivery vehicles, vehicles as provided in section 4513.182
of the Revised Code, department of transportation maintenance vehicles,
funeral hearses, funeral escort vehicles, and similar equipment operated by
the department or local authorities, which shall be equipped with and



Sub. H. B. No. 282 122nd G.A.
5

display, when used on a street or highway for the specia purpose
necessitating such lights, a flashing, oscillating, or rotating amber light, but
shall not display a flashing, oscillating, or rotating light of any other color,
nor to vehicles or machinery permitted by section 4513.11 of the Revised
Code to have aflashing red light.

(2) When used on a street or highway, farm machinery and vehicles
escorting farm machinery may be equipped with and display a flashing,
oscillating, or rotating amber light, and the prohibition contained in division
(C)(1) of this section does not apply to such machinery or vehicles. Farm
machinery also may display the lights described in section 4513.11 of the
Revised Code.

(D) Except a person operating a public safety vehicle, as defined in
division (E) of section 4511.01 of the Revised Code, or a school bus, no
person shall operate, move, or park upon, or permit to stand within the
right-of-way of any public street or highway any vehicle or equipment that
Is equipped with and displaying a flashing red or a flashing combination red
and white light, or an oscillating or rotating red light, or a combination red
and white oscillating or rotating light; and except a public law enforcement
officer, or other person sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the
state, operating a public safety vehicle when on duty, no person shall
operate, move, or park upon, or permit to stand within the right-of-way of
any street or highway any vehicle or equipment that is equipped with, or
upon which is mounted, and displaying a flashing blue or a flashing
combination blue and white light, or an oscillating or rotating blue light, or a
combination blue and white oscillating or rotating light. Fhis

(E) This section does not prohibit the use of warning lights required by
law or the simultaneous flashing of turn signals on disabled vehicles or on
vehicles being operated in unfavorable atmospheric conditions in order to
enhance their visibility. This section also does not prohibit the simultaneous
flashing of turn signals or warning lights either on farm machinery or
vehicles escorting farm machinery, when used on a street or highway.

Sec. 4513.171. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a motor
vehicle operated by a coroner, deputy coroner, or coroner's investigator may
be equipped with a flashing, oscillating, or rotating red or blue light and a
siren, whistle, or bell capable of emitting sound audible under normal
conditions from a distance of not less than five hundred feet. Such a vehicle
may display the flashing, oscillating, or rotating red or blue light and may
give the audible signal of the siren, exhaust whistle, or bell only when
responding to a fatality or a fatal motor vehicle accident on a street or
highway and only at those locations where the stoppage of traffic impedes
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the ability of the coroner, deputy coroner, or coroner's investigator to arrive
at the site of the fatality.

This section does not relieve a coroner, deputy coroner, or_coroner's
investigator operating a motor_vehicle from the duty to drive with due
regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the highway.

SecTION 2. That existing sections 4511.45, 4513.11, and 4513.17 of the
Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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This act is not of a general and permanent nature and does not require a
code section number.
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