
(122nd General Assembly)
(Substitute House Bill Number 717)

AN ACT

To enact sections 2305.235 and 3701.85 of the Revised Code

to authorize performance of automated external

defibrillation and provide civil and criminal immunity

and to declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

SECTION 1. That sections 2305.235 and 3701.85 of the Revised Code be
enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 2305.235. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Automated external defibrillation" means the process of applying a

specialized defibrillator to a person in cardiac arrest, allowing the
defibrillator to interpret the cardiac rhythm, and, if appropriate, delivering
an electrical shock to the heart to allow it to resume effective electrical
activity.

(2) "Physician" has the same meaning as in section 4765.01 of the
Revised Code.

(B) Except in the case of willful or wanton misconduct, no physician
shall be held liable in civil damages for injury, death, or loss to person or
property for providing a prescription for an automated external defibrillator
approved for use as a medical device by the United States food and drug
administration or consulting with a person regarding the use and
maintenance of a defibrillator.

(C) Except in the case of willful or wanton misconduct, no person shall
be held liable in civil damages for injury, death, or loss to person or property
for providing training in automated external defibrillation and
cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

(D) Except in the case of willful or wanton misconduct or when there is
no good faith attempt to activate an emergency medical services system in
accordance with section 3701.85 of the Revised Code, no person shall be
held liable in civil damages for injury, death, or loss to person or property,
or held criminally liable, for performing automated external defibrillation in
good faith, regardless of whether the person has obtained appropriate
training on how to perform automated external defibrillation or successfully



completed a course in cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
Sec. 3701.85. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Automated external defibrillation" has the same meaning as in

section 2305.235 of the Revised Code.
(2) "Emergency medical services organization" has the same meaning as

in section 4765.01 Of the Revised Code.
(3) "Emergency medical service provider" means a person who is an

"emergency medical technician-basic," "emergency medical
technician-intermediate," "emergency medical technician-paramedic," or
"first responder" as defined in section 4765.01 of the Revised Code.

(4) "Physician" has the same meaning as in section 4765.01 of the
Revised Code.

(5) "Registered nurse" and "licensed practical nurse" have the same
meanings as in section 4723.02 of the Revised Code.

(B) A person who possesses an automated external defibrillator shall do
all of the following:

(1) Require expected users to complete successfully a course in
automated external defibrillation and cardiopulmonary resuscitation that is
offered or approved by the American heart association or another nationally
recognized organization;

(2) Maintain and test the defibrillator according to the manufacturer's
guidelines;

(3) Consult with a physician regarding compliance with the
requirements of divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this section.

(C) A person who possesses an automated external defibrillator may
notify an emergency medical services organization of the location of the
defibrillator.

(D) A person who has obtained appropriate training on how to perform
automated external defibrillation and has successfully completed a course in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation may perform automated external
defibrillation, regardless of whether the person is a physician, registered
nurse, licensed practical nurse, or emergency medical service provider.
When automated external defibrillation is not performed as part of an
emergency medical services system or at a hospital as defined in section
3727.01 Of the Revised Code, an emergency medical services system shall
be activated as soon as possible.
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SECTION 2. This act is hereby declared to be an emergency measure
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and
safety. The reason for such necessity is that more widespread use of
automated external defibrillators will increase the chances of surviving
sudden cardiac arrest. Therefore, this act shall go into immediate effect.

Speaker __________________ of the House of Representatives.

President __________________ of the Senate.

Passed _________________________, 20____

Approved _________________________, 20____

Governor.
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

Director, Legislative Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the
____ day of ____________, A. D. 20____.

Secretary of State.

File No. __________ Effective Date _____________________
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