As Introduced

126th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 210
2005-2006

Senators Jordan, Wachtmann

A BILL

To amend section 184.02 of the Revised Code to imnpose
restrictions on the Third Frontier Commi ssion
maki ng grants or loans for activities involving

enbryonic stemcell research

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 184.02 of the Revised Code be anended

to read as foll ows:

Sec. 184.02. (A) The third frontier comm ssion may perform
any act to ensure the performance of any function necessary or
appropriate to carry out the purposes of, and exercise the powers
grant ed under, sections 184.01 and 184.02 of the Revised Code. In

addi tion, the conm ssion may do any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Adopt, amend, and rescind rules under section 111.15 of
the Revised Code for the administration of any aspect of its

oper ati ons;

(2) Adopt byl aws governing its operations, including bylaws
that establish procedures and set policies as may be necessary to

assist with the furtherance of its purposes;

(3) Appoint and set the conpensation of enpl oyees needed to

carry out its duties;
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(4) Contract with, retain the services of, or designate, and
fix the conpensation of, such financial consultants, accountants,
ot her consultants and advi sors, and ot her independent contractors

as may be necessary or desirable to carry out its duties;

(5) Solicit input and comments fromthe third frontier
advi sory board, and specialized industry, professional, and other

rel evant interest groups concerning its purposes;

(6) Facilitate alignment of the state's science and

technol ogy prograns and activities;

(7) Make grants and loans to individuals, public agencies,
private conpani es or organi zations, or joint ventures for any of

the broad range of activities related to its purposes.
(B) The comm ssion shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Establish a conpetitive process for the award of grants
and | oans that is designed to fund the nost neritorious proposals

and, when appropriate, provide for peer review of proposals;

(2) Wthin ninety days after the end of each fiscal year
submit to the governor and the general assenmbly a report of the

activities of the conm ssion during the preceding fiscal year;

(3) Wth specific application to the bionedical research and
technol ogy transfer trust fund, periodically nake strategic
assessnents of the types of state investnents in bionedica
research and biotechnology in the state that would likely create
j obs and busi ness opportunities in the state and produce the nost
beneficial |long-terminprovenents to the public health of OChioans,
including, but not limted to, bionedical research and
bi ot echnology initiatives that address tobacco-related ill nesses
as may be outlined in any naster agreenent. The commi ssion shal
award grants and |loans fromthe fund pursuant to a process

establ i shed under division (B)(1) of this section.
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(C) Notwithstanding the authority granted to the conmi ssion
under sections 184.01 to 184.04 of the Revised Code, the

conm ssion shall not nake any grants or |oans to individuals,

publ i c agencies, private conpani es or organi zations, or joint

ventures for any activities involving stemcell research with

enbryonic tissue unless the stemcell research involves enbryonic

stemcells listed on the "Hunman Enbryonic Stem Cell Reqistry"

created by the national institutes of health in the United States

departnment of health and hunan services in accordance with

presidential criteria established on August 9, 2001.

Section 2. That existing section 184.02 of the Revised Code

i s hereby repeal ed.
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