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A BILL

To enact section 4513.66 of the Revised Code to
permit local |aw enforcenent agencies and fire
departments to renove notor vehicles fromthe
roadway after a notor vehicle accident and to
provide i munity to |local |aw enforcenment agencies
and fire personnel for the renoval of damaged or

i noper abl e vehicles fromroadways.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 4513.66 of the Revi sed Code be

enacted to read as fol |l ows:

Sec. 4513.66. (A) If a notor vehicle accident occurs on any

hi ghway, public street, or other property open to the public for

pur poses of vehicular travel and if any notor vehicle, cargo, or

personal property that has been danmaged or spilled as a result of

the notor vehicle accident is blocking the highway, street, or

other property or is otherw se endangering public safety, the

sheriff of the county, or the chief of police of the nunicipal

corporation, township., or township police district, in which the

accident occurred, a state highway patrol trooper, or the chief of
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the fire departnent having jurisdiction where the accident

occurred nmay, w thout consent of the owner but with the approva

of the | aw enforcenent agency conducting any investigation of the

accident., renpve the notor vehicle if the notor vehicle is

unoccupi ed, cargo., or personal property fromthe portion of the

hi ghway, public street, or property ordinarily used for vehicul ar

travel on the highway, public street, or other property open to

the public for purposes of vehicular travel

(B) (1) Except as provided in division (B)(2) or (3) of this

section, no enpl oyee of the departnment of transportation, sheriff,

deputy sheriff, chief of police or police officer of a municipa

corporation, township., or township police district, state hi ghway

patrol trooper, chief of a fire departnent, or fire fighter who

aut horizes or participates in the renoval of any unoccupi ed notor

vehicle, cargo, or personal property as authorized by division (A

of this section is liable in civil dannges for any injury, death,

or loss to person or property that results fromthe renoval of

that unoccupi ed nptor vehicle, cargo., or personal property. |If the

departnent of transportation or a sheriff, chief of police of a

nuni ci pal _corporation, township, or township police district, head

of the state highway patrol, or chief of a fire departnent

aut hori zes, enploys, or arranges to have a private tow truck

operator or tow ng conpany renpbve any unoccupi ed notor vehicl e,

cargo, or personal property as authorized by division (A of this

section, that private tow truck operator or tow ng conpany i S not

liable in civil dannges for any injury, death, or | oss to person

or property that results fromthe renoval of that unoccupi ed notor

vehicle, cargo. or personal property, and the department of

transportation, sheriff, chief of police, head of the state

hi ghway patrol, or fire departnent chief is not liable in civi

danages for any injury, death, or loss to person or property that

results fromthe private tow truck operator or tow ng conpany's
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renpval of that unoccupi ed nptor vehicle, carqgo, or personal

property.

(2) Division (B)Y(1) of this section does not apply to any

person or _entity involved in the renpoval of an unoccupi ed notor

vehicle, cargo. or personal property pursuant to division (A) of

this section if that renoval causes or contributes to the rel ease

of a hazardous nmaterial or to structural damage to the roadway.

(3) Division (B)Y(1) of this section does not apply to a

private tow truck operator or tow ng conpany that was not

aut hori zed, enpl oyed. or arranged by the departnent of

transportation, a sheriff, a chief of police of a nunicipa

corporation, township, or township police district, the head of

the state highway patrol, or a chief of a fire departnent.

(C) As used in this section, "hazardous material"” has the

same neaning as in section 2305.232 of the Revi sed Code.
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