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BILL: S.B. 129 DATE: April 20, 2007
STATUS: As Introduced SPONSOR: Sen. Schuler

LOCAL IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED: No— Permissive

CONTENTS: Authorizes local law enfor cement agencies and fire departments to remove motor vehicles
from theroadway after an accident

State Fiscal Highlights
No direct fiscd effect on the Sate.

Local Fiscal Highlights

Permitting locd law enforcement officids and fire departments to remove a vehicle or its contents from a roadway
after an accident without prior consent of the vehicles owner, and providing immunity to loca law enforcement

agencies and fire personnel for the remova of damaged or inoperable vehicles from roadways would cause no
direct fiscd effect on politica subdivisons.

Detailed Fiscal Analysis

The bill permits locd law enforcement agencies and fire departments to remove any motor
vehicle, cargo, or persond property from the roadway after a vehicle accident without prior consent of
the owner. Any law enforcement or fire department officia that participates in the remova of any such
motor vehicle, cargo, or persona property would not be ligble in civil damages for any injury or loss thet
results from the remova of that motor vehicle, cargo, or persond property. This bill does not gpply to
any privae tow truck operator or towing company. Nor does the immunity apply if moving a motor

vehicle, its cargo, or persona property causes the release of a hazardous materid or causes structura
damage to the roadway.

Since the bill offers immunity to law enforcement and fire personnd, there are no potentid lega
cogts that can be linked to this legidation. The bill does have the potentid to shorten the length of time
certain law enforcement and fire department officials spend a an accident Site. It could aso help reduce
the amount of time that aroadway is blocked due to an accident.
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