As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 116
2011-2012

Representative Barnes

Cosponsors: Representatives Patmon, Fedor, Yuko, Letson, Antonio

A BILL

To anend sections 3313.666 and 3313. 667 of the
Revi sed Code to enact the School Day Security and
Anti-Bullying Act to require age-appropriate
i nstruction on and parental notification of public
school s’ policies prohibiting harassnent,

intimdation, or bullying.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3313. 666 and 3313.667 of the Revised

Code be anended to read as foll ows:

Sec. 3313.666. (A) As used in this section, "harassnent,

intimdation, or bullying" neans either of the follow ng:

(1) Any intentional witten, verbal, or physical act that a
student has exhibited toward another particul ar student nore than

once and the behavi or bot h:
(a) Causes nmental or physical harmto the other student;

(b) Is sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive that it
creates an intimdating, threatening, or abusive educati onal

environnment for the other student.

(2) Violence within a dating relationship.
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(B) The board of education of each city, l|ocal, exenpted
village, and joint vocational school district shall establish a
policy prohibiting harassnent, intimdation, or bullying. The
policy shall be developed in consultation with parents, schoo
enpl oyees, school volunteers, students, and conmunity nenbers. The

policy shall include the foll ow ng:

(1) A statenent prohibiting harassment, intimdation, or
bul I yi ng of any student on school property or at school - sponsored

events;

(2) A definition of harassment, intinidation, or bullying

that shall include the definition in division (A of this section;
(3) A procedure for reporting prohibited incidents;

(4) Arequirenent that school personnel report prohibited
i ncidents of which they are aware to the school principal or other

adm ni strator designated by the principal;

(5) A requirenment that parents or guardi ans of any student
involved in a prohibited incident be notified and, to the extent
permitted by section 3319.321 of the Revised Code and the "Famly
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974," 88 Stat. 571, 20
U S. C 1232g 12329, as amended, have access to any witten reports

pertaining to the prohibited incident;

(6) A procedure for docunenting any prohibited incident that

is reported,;

(7) A procedure for responding to and investigating any

reported incident;

(8) A strategy for protecting a victimfrom additiona
harassnment, intimdation, or bullying, and fromretaliation

follow ng a report;

(9) Adisciplinary procedure for any student guilty of

harassnent, intimdation, or bullying, which shall not infringe on
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any student's rights under the first amendnent to the Constitution

of the United States;

(10) A requirenent that the district admnistration
sem annual |y provide the president of the district board a witten
summary of all reported incidents and post the summary on its web
site, if the district has a web site, to the extent permitted by
section 3319. 321 of the Revised Code and the "Fam |y Educati onal
Ri ghts and Privacy Act of 1974," 88 Stat. 571, 20 U. S.C. 1232¢
12329, as anended.

(C Each board's policy shall appear in any student
handbooks, and in any of the publications that set forth the
conmpr ehensi ve rul es, procedures, and standards of conduct for
school s and students in the district. Information regarding the

policy shall be incorporated into enployee training materials.

(D) Each board shall require that twice in each school year

each student enrolled in the district be provided with

age-appropriate instruction on the board's policy, including a

di scussi on of the consequences for violations of the policy. The

first instruction shall be presented near the bedinning of the

school year and the second instruction shall be presented after

the first day of January of that school year

Each board also shall require that once each school vyear a

witten statenent describing the policy and the consequences for

violations of the policy be sent to each student's parent al ong

with an acknow edgenent of receipt of the statenent to be signed

by the parent and returned to the student's school. The statenent

may be sent with requl ar student report cards.

(E) A school district enpl oyee, student, or vol unteer shal
be individually imune fromliability in a civil action for
damages arising fromreporting an incident in accordance with a

policy adopted pursuant to this section if that person reports an
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i ncident of harassnent, intimdation, or bullying pronptly in good
faith and in conpliance with the procedures as specified in the
policy.

E-(F) Except as provided in division {(B-(E) of this section,
nothing in this section prohibits a victimfrom seeking redress
under any other provision of the Revised Code or conmon | aw that
may apply.

+--(GQ This section does not create a new cause of action or

a substantive legal right for any person.

{S-(H) Not |ater than six—rpnrthsafter the effective date of
this—anmendrent Sept enber 29, 2010, each board shall update the

policy adopted under this section to include violence within a

dating rel ati onshi p.

Sec. 3313.667. (A) Any school district nay form bullying
prevention task forces, prograns, and other initiatives involving

vol unt eers, parents, |aw enforcenent, and comunity menbers.

(B) To the extent that state or federal funds are

appropriated for these purposes, each school district shall:

H—Provide provide training, workshops, or courses on the
district's harassment, intimnmidation, or bullying policy adopted

pursuant to section 3313.666 of the Revised Code to school
enpl oyees and vol unteers who have direct contact with students.
Ti me spent by school enployees in the training, workshops, or
courses shall apply towards any state- or district-nmandated
conti nui ng education requirenents.
£2y—Bevelop—a—processfor—educating—students—about—the
poli-ey-—
(C This section does not create a new cause of action or a

substantive legal right for any person.
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Section 2. That existing sections 3313.666 and 3313. 667 of

the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed.

Section 3. This act shall be known as the "School Day
Security and Anti-Bullying Act." The purpose of this act is to
provi de a positive school day for each student and a school

envi ronment where every student feels safe.
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