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129th General Assembly
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Representative Sears

Cosponsors: Representatives Winburn, Garland, Bubp, Duffey, Gardner,
Szollosi, Wachtmann Speaker Batchelder

Senators Wagoner, LaRose, Coley, Jordan, Seitz

A BILL

To anend sections 955.08, 955.11, 955.22, 955.99,
1901. 18, and 1907.031 and to enact sections
955. 222 and 955.54 of the Revised Code to renove
pit bulls fromthe definition of "vicious dog" in
state law, to establish a process by which owners,
keepers, or harborers of dogs that have been
desi gnat ed as nui sance, dangerous, or Vvicious nay
appeal that designation, to define a "nuisance
dog," to change the definitions of a "dangerous
dog" and a "vicious dog," to require the owner of
a dangerous dog to obtain a dangerous dog
registration certificate, to prohibit certain
felons from owni ng dogs under certain conditions,
and to change the penalties involving ownership of

nui sance, dangerous, and vicious dogs.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 955.08, 955.11, 955.22, 955. 99,
1901. 18, and 1907.031 be anended and sections 955.222 and 955. 54

of the Revised Code be enacted to read as foll ows:
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Sec. 955.08. In addition to the certificate of registration
provided for by section 955.07 of the Revised Code, the county
auditor shall issue to every person making application for the
regi stration of a dog and paying the required fee therefor a netal
tag for each dog so registered. The form character, and lettering
of the tag shall be prescribed by the county auditor. Each year

the tag shall be a color distinctive fromthat of the previous

year. |If atag is lost, a duplicate shall be furnished by the

audi t or upon proper proof of |oss and the payment of twenty-five
cents five dollars for each duplicate tag i ssued er—payrent—ofan

Sec. 955.11. (A As used in this section:

(1) (a) "Dangerous dog" neans a dog that, w thout provocation,
and subject to division (A)(1)(b) of this section, has ehasedor

any of the follow ng:

(i) Caused injury, other than killing or serious injury, to

any person.

(ii) Killed another dog;

(iii) Been the subject of a third or subsequent violation of
division (C of section 955.22 of the Revised Code.

(b) "Dangerous dog" does not include a police dog that has
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aRy—person caused injury, other than killing or serious injury, to

any person or has killed another dog while the police dog is being

used to assist one or nore | aw enforcement officers in the

performance of their official duties.

(2) "Menacing fashion" neans that a dog woul d cause any
person bei ng chased or approached to reasonably believe that the

dog will cause physical injury to that person

(3)(a) Subject to division (A (3)(b) of this section

"nui sance dog" neans a dog that wi thout provocation and while off

the prem ses of its owner. keeper. or harborer has chased or

approached a person in either a nenacing fashion or an apparent

attitude of attack or has attenpted to bite or otherw se endanger

any person.

(b) "Nui sance doqg" does not include a police dog that while

bei ng used to assist one or nore | aw enforcenent officers in the

performance of official duties has chased or approached a person

in either a nenacing fashion or an apparent attitude of attack or

has attenpted to bite or otherw se endanger any person.

(4) "Police dog" nmeans a dog that has been trained, and nay
be used, to assist one or nore | aw enforcenent officers in the

performance of their official duties.

4)3(5) "Serious injury" neans any of the follow ng:

(a) Any physical harmthat carries a substantial risk of
deat h;

(b) Any physical harmthat involves a pernanent incapacity,

whet her partial or total. or a tenporary. substantial incapacity:

(c) Any physical harmthat involves a permanent disfiqurenment

or a tenporary., serious disfigurenment;
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(d) Any physical harmthat involves acute pain of a duration 79

that results in substantial suffering or any degree of prol onged 80
or intractable pain. 81
(6)(a) "Vicious dog" neans a dog that, w thout provocation 82

and subject to division (A){4-(6)(b) of this section, meets—anyof 83
the—+oHowng— 84
{H—Has has killed or caused serious injury to any persons 85

86

87

88

89

90

91

(b) "Vicious dog" does not include either of the follow ng: 92

(i) A police dog that has killed or caused serious injury to 93

any person er—thathas—causedinjury—otherthankit-ingor 94
serious—iniury—to—anyperson while the police dog is being used 95
to assist one or nore | aw enforcenment officers in the perfornance 96
of their official duties; 97
(ii) A dog that has killed or caused serious injury to any 98
person while a person was conmtting or attenpting to conmmit a 99
trespass or other crimnal offense on the property of the owner, 100
keeper, or harborer of the dog. 101
5-(7) "Wthout provocation" nmeans that a dog was not teased, 102
tornmented, or abused by a person, or that the dog was not com ng 103
to the aid or the defense of a person who was not engaged in 104
illegal or crimnal activity and who was not using the dog as a 105
nmeans of carrying out such activity. 106
(B) Upon the transfer of ownership of any dog, the seller of 107

the dog shall give the buyer a transfer of ownership certificate 108
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that shall be signed by the seller. The certificate shall contain
the registration nunber of the dog, the name of the seller, and a
brief description of the dog. Blank fornms of the certificate may
be obtained fromthe county auditor. A transfer of ownership shal
be recorded by the auditor upon presentation of a transfer of
ownership certificate that is signed by the former owner of a dog

and that is acconpanied by a fee of twenty-fivecents five

dol | ars.

(C Prior to the transfer of ownership or possession of any
dog, upon the buyer's or other transferee's request, the seller or
other transferor of the dog shall give to the person a witten

notice relative to the behavi or and propensities of the dog.

(D) Wthin ten days after the transfer of ownership or
possession of any dog, if the seller or other transferor of the
dog has know edge that the dog is a dangerous er—vietous dog, he

the seller or other transferor shall give to the buyer or other

transferee, the board of health for the district in which the
buyer or other transferee resides, and the dog warden of the
county in which the buyer or other transferee resides, a conpleted
copy of a witten formon which the seller shall furnish the

follow ng infornation:

(1) The nane and address of the buyer or other transferee of

t he dog;

(2) The age, sex, color, breed, and current registration

nunber of the dog.

In addition, the seller shall answer the follow ng questions,

whi ch shall be specifically stated on the formas foll ows:

"Has the dog ever chased or attenpted to attack or bite a
person? If yes, describe the incident(s) in which the behavior

occurred. "

"Has the dog ever bitten a person? If yes, describe the
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i ncident(s) in which the behavior occurred."

"Has the dog ever seriously injured or killed a person? If

yes, describe the incident(s) in which the behavior occurred."

The dog warden of the county in which the seller resides

shall furnish the formto the seller at no cost.

(E) No seller or other transferor of a dog shall fail to
conmply with the applicable requirenents of divisions (B) to (D) of

this section.

Sec. 955.22. (A As used in this section, "dangerous dog" and

“viecious—dog—have has the sanme aeanrings neaning as in section
955. 11 of the Revised Code.

(B) No owner, keeper, or harborer of any femal e dog shal
permit it to go beyond the prem ses of the owner, keeper, or
harborer at any tine the dog is in heat unless the dog is properly

in | eash.

(O Except when a dog is lawfully engaged in hunting and
acconpani ed by the owner, keeper, harborer, or handler of the dog,
no owner, keeper, or harborer of any dog shall fail at any tine to

do either of the follow ng:

(1) Keep the dog physically confined or restrained upon the
preni ses of the owner, keeper, or harborer by a | eash, tether
adequat e fence, supervision, or secure enclosure to prevent

escape;
(2) Keep the dog under the reasonable control of sonme person

(D) Except when a dangerous er—viecious dog is lawfully
engaged in hunting or training for the purpose of hunting and is
acconpani ed by the owner, keeper, harborer, or handler of the dog,
no owner, keeper, or harborer of a dangerous er—weious dog shal

fail to do either of the follow ng
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(1) Wiile that dog is on the preni ses of the owner, keeper,
or harborer, securely confine it at all times in a | ocked pen that
has a top, |ocked fenced yard, or other |ocked enclosure that has
a t op—exeept—that—a—dangerous—dog—ray—r—the—alternative—be

od it I I I I I I : I |
restrat-ned,

(2) Wiile that dog is off the preni ses of the owner, keeper,
or harborer, keep that dog on a chain-link leash or tether that is
not nore than six feet in length and additionally do at |east one

of the foll ow ng:

(a) Keep that dog in a | ocked pen that has a top, |ocked

fenced yard, or other |ocked enclosure that has a top;

(b) Have the leash or tether controlled by a person who is of
sui tabl e age and discretion or securely attach, tie, or affix the
| eash or tether to the ground or a stationary object or fixture so
that the dog is adequately restrai ned and station such a person in
cl ose enough proximty to that dog so as to prevent it from

causing injury to any person;

(c) Muzzle that dog.

(E) No person who has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to

three or nore violations of division (C of this section involving

the same dog and no owner, keeper, or harborer of a wieleds

dangerous dog shall fail to ebtain do the foll ow ng:

(1) Obtain liability insurance with an insurer authorized to
wite liability insurance in this state providing coverage in each
occurrence—subjeet—to—aHmt—exelusive of interest and costss
of notless thanonehundred-thousand -dellars because of damage or
bodily injury to or death of a person caused by the wiecious

dangerous dog if so ordered by a court and provide proof of that

liability insurance upon reguest to any | aw enforcenent officer,

county dog warden, or public health official charged with
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enforcing this section;

(2) Opbtain a dangerous dog reqistration certificate fromthe

county auditor pursuant to division (1) of this section, affix a

tag that identifies the dog as a dangerous dog to the dog's

collar, and ensure that the dog wears the collar and tag at all

tines;

(3) Notify the local dog warden i mmedi ately if any of the

foll owi ng occurs:

(a) The dog is |oose or unconfined.

(b) The dog bites a person, unless the dog is on the property

of the owner of the dog., and the person who is bitten is

unlawfully trespassing or committing a crimnal act within the

boundari es of that property.

(c) The dog attacks another animal while the dog is off the

property of the owner of the dog.

(4) If the dog is sold, given to another person, or dies,

notify the county auditor within ten days of the sale, transfer

or death.
(F) No person shall do any of the follow ng:

(1) Debark or surgically silence a dog that the person knows

or has reason to believe is a wieious dangerous dog;

(2) Possess a wieious dangerous dog if the person knows or
has reason to believe that the dog has been debarked or surgically

si | enced;

(3) Falsely attest on a waiver form provided by the
veterinarian under division (G of this section that the person's
dog i s not a wielous dangerous dog or otherw se provide fal se

information on that witten waiver form

(G Before a veterinarian debarks or surgically silences a

dog, the veterinarian may give the owner of the dog a witten
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wai ver formthat attests that the dog is not a wieieus dangerous

dog. The witten waiver formshall include all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The veterinarian's |icense nunber and current business

addr ess;

(2) The nunber of the license of the dog if the dog is

i censed;

(3) A reasonabl e description of the age, coloring, and gender

of the dog as well as any notabl e markings on the dog;

(4) The signature of the owner of the dog attesting that the

owner's dog is not a wieieds dangerous dog;

(5) A statenment that division (F) of section 955.22 of the

Revi sed Code prohibits any person from doing any of the follow ng:

(a) Debarking or surgically silencing a dog that the person

knows or has reason to believe is a wieioeus dangerous dog;

(b) Possessing a wieileds dangerous dog if the person knows or
has reason to believe that the dog has been debarked or surgically

si | enced;

(c) Falsely attesting on a waiver form provided by the
veterinarian under division (G of section 955.22 of the Revised
Code that the person's dog is not a wieious dangerous dog or

ot herwi se provide false information on that witten waiver form

(H It is an affirmative defense to a charge of a violation
of division (F) of this section that the veterinarian who is
charged with the violation obtained, prior to debarking or
surgically silencing the dog, a witten waiver formthat conplies
with division (G of this section and that attests that the dog is

not a wieilous danger ous dog.

(1)(1) The county auditor shall issue a dangerous dog

registration certificate to a person who is the owner of a dogq,

who is eighteen yvears of age or older, and who provides the
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following to the county auditor

(a) Afee of fifty dollars:;

(b) The person's address, phone nunber, and other appropriate

neans for the |ocal dog warden or county auditor to contact the

person,

(c) Wth respect to the person and the dog for which the

registration is sought, all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Either satisfactory evidence of the dog's current rabies

vaccination or a statenent froma |licensed veterinarian that a

rabi es vaccination is nedically contraindicated for the dog;

(ii) Either satisfactory evidence of the fact that the dog

has been neutered or spayved or a statement froma |icensed

veterinarian that neutering or spaying of the dog is nedically

cont r ai ndi cat ed;

(iii) Satisfactory evidence of the fact that the person has

posted and will continue to post clearly visible signs at the

person's residence warning both mnors and adults of the presence

of a dangerous dog on the property:

(iv) Satisfactory evidence of the fact that the dog has been

permanently identified by neans of a nmicrochip and the dog's

nm crochi p nunber.

(2) Upon the issuance of a dangerous dog registration

certificate to the owner of a dog, the county auditor shal

provide the owner with a unifornmly designed tag that identifies

the animal as a dangerous dog. The owner shall renew the

certificate annually for the sane fee and in the sane manner as

the initial certificate was obtained. If a certificate hol der

relocates to a new county, the certificate holder shall followthe

procedure in division (1)(3)(b) of this section and, upon the

expiration of the certificate issued in the original county, shal
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renew the certificate in the new county.

(3)(a) If the owner of a dangerous dog for whom a

registration certificate has previously been obtained relocates to

a new address within the sane county. the owner shall provide

notice of the new address to the county auditor within ten days of

relocating to the new address.

(b) If the owner of a dangerous dog for whom a registration

certificate has previously been obtained relocates to a new

address within another county, the owner shall do both of the

following within ten days of relocating to the new address:

(i) Provide witten notice of the new address and a copy of

the original dangerous dog registration certificate to the county

auditor of the new county;

(ii) Provide witten notice of the new address to the county

audi tor of the county where the owner previously resided.

(4) The owner of a dangerous dog shall present the dangerous

dog reqgistration certificate upon being requested to do so by any

| aw enforcenent officer, dog warden. or public health official

charged with enforcing this section

(5) The fees collected pursuant to this division shall be

deposited in the dog and kennel fund of the county.

Sec. 955.222. (A) The nmunicipal court or county court that

has territorial jurisdiction over the residence of the owner,

keeper, or harborer of a dog shall conduct any hearing concerning

the designation of the dog as a nui sance dog. dangerous dog. or

vi ci ous dog.

(B) If a person who is authorized to enforce this chapter has

reasonabl e cause to believe that a dog in the person's

jurisdiction is a nuisance dog, dangerous dog, or Vvicious dog, the

person shall notify the owner, keeper., or harborer of that dog., by
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certified mail or in person, of both of the follow ng:

(1) That the person has designated the dog a nui sance doaq,

dangerous dog, or vicious dog, as applicable:

(2) That the owner. keeper. or harborer of the dog nay

request a hearing regarding the designation in accordance wth

this section. The notice shall include instructions for filing a

request for a hearing in the county in which the dog's owner

keeper, or harborer resides.

(CQ |If the owner, keeper, or harborer of the dog disaqgrees

with the designation of the dog as a nui sance dog, dangerous dog,

or vicious dog, as applicable, the owner, keeper, or harborer., not

|ater than ten days after receiving notification of the

desi gnation, nmay request a hearing regardi ng the detern nation

The request for a hearing shall be in witing and shall be filed

with the municipal court or county court that has territorial

jurisdiction over the residence of the dog's owner, keeper, or

harborer. At the hearing, the person who designated the dog as a

nui sance dog. dangerous dog. or vicious dog has the burden of

proving, by clear and convincing evidence, that the dog is a

nui sance _dog. dangerous dog. or vicious dog.

The owner., keeper, or harborer of the dog or the person who

desi gnated the dog as a nui sance doqg., dangerous dog, or Vicious

dog may appeal the court's final determ nation as in any other

case filed in that court.

(D) A court, upon notion of an owner, keeper, or harborer or

an _attorney representing the owner, keeper, or harborer., nmy order

that the dog designated as a nui sance dog. dangerous dog. or

vicious dog be held in the possession of the owner, keeper, or

harborer until the court nakes a final determ nation under this

section or during the pendency of an appeal. as applicable. Unti

the court makes a final determ nation and during the pendency of
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any appeal ., the dog shall be confined or restrained in accordance

with the provisions of division (D) of section 955.22 of the

Revi sed Code that apply to dangerous dogs regardl ess of whether

the dog has been designated as a vicious dog or a nuisance dog

rat her than a dangerous dog. The owner. keeper, or harborer of the

dog shall not be required to conply with any other requirenents

established in the Revised Code that concern a nui sance doq,

dangerous dog. or Vvicious dog, as applicable, until the court

nakes a final determ nation and during the pendency of any appeal.

(E) If a dog is finally determ ned under this section, or on

appeal as described in this section, to be a vicious dog., division

(D) of section 955.11 and divisions (D) to (1) of section 955.22

of the Revised Code apply with respect to the dog and the owner

keeper, or harborer of the dog as if the dog were a dangerous doq,

and section 955.54 of the Revised Code applies with respect to the

dog as if it were a dangerous dog. and the court shall issue an

order that specifies that those provisions apply with respect to

the dog and the owner, keeper, or harborer in that manner. As part

of the order., the court shall require the owner, keeper, or

harborer to obtain the liability insurance required under division

(E)(1) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code in an anount
described in division (H(2) of section 955.99 of the Revised
Code.

(F) As used in this section, "nuisance dog," "dangerous dog,"

and "vicious dog" have the sane neani ngs as in section 955.11 of
the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 955.54. (A) No person who is convicted of or pl eads

quilty to a felony offense of violence commtted on or after the

effective date of this section or a felony violation of any
provi sion of Chapter 959., 2923., or 2925. of the Revised Code

commi tted on or after the effective date of this section shal
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know ngl y own, possess, have custody of, or reside in a residence

with either of the following for a period of three vears

commenci ng _ei ther upon the date of release of the person from any

peri od of incarceration inposed for the offense or violation or,

if the person is not incarcerated for the offense or violation,

upon the date of the person's final release fromthe other

sanctions inposed for the offense or violation:

(1) An unspayed or unneutered dog ol der than twel ve weeks of

age,

(2) Any dog that has been deternined to be a dangerous dog
under Chapter 955. of the Revi sed Code.

(B) A person described in division (A of this section shall

m crochi p for permanent identification any dog owned, possessed

by, or in the custody of the person.

(C (1) Division (A of this section does not apply to any

person who is confined in a correctional institution of the

departnment of rehabilitation and correction.

(2) Division (A of this section does not apply to any person

with respect to any dog that the person owned, possessed, had

custody of ., or resided in a residence with prior to the effective

date of this section

Sec. 955.99. (A)(1) Woever violates division (E) of section
955. 11 of the Revised Code because of a failure to conply with

division (B) of that section is guilty of a ninor m sdenmeanor

(2) Whoever violates division (E) of section 955.11 of the
Revi sed Code because of a failure to conply with division (C) or
(D) of that section is guilty of a m nor m sdeneanor on a first
of fense and of a m sdenmeanor of the fourth degree on each

subsequent of fense.

(B) Whoever viol ates section 955.10, 955.23, 955.24, or
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955. 25 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor m sdenmeanor

(C Whoever violates section 955.261, 955.39, or 955.50 of
the Revised Code is guilty of a m nor m sdeneanor on a first
of fense and of a ni sdeneanor of the fourth degree on each

subsequent of fense.

(D) Whoever violates division (F) of section 955.16 or
division (B) of section 955.43 of the Revised Code is guilty of a

m sdeneanor of the fourth degree.

(E) (1) Whoever violates section 955.21 e of the Revised
Code, violates division (B) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code,

or conmmits a violation of division (C) of section 955.22 of the

Revi sed Code that involves a dog that is not a nui sance doaq.

dangerous dog. or vicious dog shall be fined not |ess than

twenty-five dollars or nore than one hundred dollars on a first
of fense, and on each subsequent offense shall be fined not |ess
than seventy-five dollars or nore than two hundred fifty dollars

and may be inprisoned for not nore than thirty days.

(2) I'n addition to the penalties prescribed in division
(E)(1) of this section, if the offender is guilty of a violation
of division (B) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code or a

violation of division (C) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code

that involves a dog that is not a nui sance dog, dangerous doq, or

vicious dog, the court may order the offender to personally

supervi se the dog that the of fender owns, keeps, or harbors, to

cause that dog to conpl ete dog obedi ence training, or to do both.

(F) + (1) Whoever commits a violation of division (C) of

section 955.22 of the Revised Code that involves a nui sance dog is

quilty of a minor nisdeneanor on the first offense and of a

m sdenmeanor of the fourth degree on each subsequent offense

i nvolving the sane dog. Upon a person being convicted of or

pleading quilty to a third violation of division (C of section
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955. 22 of the Revised Code involving the sane dog, the court shal

require the offender to reqgister the involved dog as a dangerous

doag.

(2) In addition to the penalties prescribed in division

(F)(1) of this section, if a violation of division (€ of section

955.22 of the Revised Code involves a nuisance dodg., the court may

order the offender to personally supervise the nui sance dog that

the of fender owns, keeps. or harbors, to cause that dog to

conpl et e dog obedi ence training, or to do both.

(G Whoever commits a violation of division (B-(C) of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code that involves a dangerous dog—whoever
vi-elatesthatdivision or a violation of division (D) of that

section is guilty of a misdeneanor of the fourth degree on a first

of fense and of a m sdeneanor of the third degree on each
subsequent offense. Additionally, the court may order the offender
to personally supervise the dangerous dog that the offender owns,
keeps, or harbors, to cause that dog to conpl ete dog obedi ence
training, or to do both, and the court may order the offender to
obtain liability insurance pursuant to division (E) of section
955. 22 of the Revised Code. The court, in the alternative, nmay
order the dangerous dog to be humanely destroyed by a |icensed
veterinarian, the county dog warden, or the county hunane society
at the owner's expense. Wth respect to a violation of division
(C) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code that involves a

dangerous dog. until the court nmakes a final determ nation and

during the pendency of any appeal of a violation of that division

and at the discretion of the dog warden, the dog shall be confined

or restrained in accordance with division (D) of section 955.22 of

the Revised Code or at the county dog pound at the owner's

expense.

o+ (H) (1) Whoever commits a violation of division (B-(C)

of section 955.22 of the Revised Code that involves a vicious dogr-
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whoever—violatesthat divisioen is guilty of one of the foll ow ng:

H(a) A felony of the fourth degree en—a—firstorsubsequent
offense if the dog kills er—serioustyinfures a person

Additionally, the court shall order that the vicious dog be
humanel y destroyed by a licensed veterinarian, the county dog

warden, or the county humane society at the owner's expense.

2-(b) A msdeneanor of the first degree en—afirst—offense
and—a—felony—of—thetourth—degree—on—each—subsequent—otfense if

the dog causes serious injury to a person. Additionally, the court

may order the vicious dog to be hunanely destroyed by a |icensed

veterinarian, the county dog warden, or the county humane society-

3 e b 4 | ¢ tho d
Ciury ot han kil L] : iy _

H)- at the owner's expense.

(2) If the court does not order the vicious dog to be

destroyed under division (H(1)(b) of this section, the court

shall issue an order that specifies that division (D) of section
955.11 and divisions (D) to (I) of section 955.22 of the Revised

Code apply with respect to the dog and the owner. keeper., or

harborer of the dog as if the dog were a dangerous dog and that

section 955.54 of the Revised Code applies with respect to the dog

as if it were a dangerous dog. As part of the order, the court

shall order the offender to obtain the liability insurance

required under division (E)(1) of section 955.22 of the Revised

Code in _an _ampunt., exclusive of interest and costs, that equals or

exceeds one hundred thousand dollars. Until the court nekes a

final determnation and during the pendency of any appeal of a

violation of division (C of section 955.22 of the Revised Code

and at the discretion of the dog warden, the dog shall be confined

or restrained in accordance with the provisions described in

division (D) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code or at the
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county dog pound at the owner's expense.

(1) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of section 955.01 er
divi-sion{E)rof seection955-22 of the Revised Code is guilty of a

m sdeneanor of the first degree.

H-(J) Whoever violates division (E)(2) of section 955.22 of

the Revised Code is quilty of a m sdeneanor of the fourth degree.

(K) VWhoever violates division (C) of section 955.221 of the
Revi sed Code is guilty of a minor msdeneanor. Each day of
continued violation constitutes a separate offense. Fines |evied
and collected for violations of that division shall be distributed
by the mayor or clerk of the nunicipal or county court in
accordance with section 733.40, division (F) of section 1901. 31,
or division (C) of section 1907.20 of the Revised Code to the
treasury of the county, township, or nunicipal corporation whose

resol uti on or ordi nance was vi ol at ed.

(L) Woever violates division (F)(1), (2), or (3) of
section 955.22 of the Revised Code is guilty of a felony of the
fourth degree. Additionally, the court shall order that the

wieious dog involved in the violation be humanely destroyed by a

licensed veterinarian, the county dog warden, or the county humane

society. Until the court makes a final determnination and during

t he pendency of any appeal of a violation of division (F)(1)., (2),

or (3) of section 955.22 of the Revised Code and at the discretion

of the dog warden, the dog shall be confined or restrained in

accordance with the provisions of division (D) of section 955.22

of the Revised Code or at the county dog pound at the owner's

expense.

(M _Whoever violates division (E)(1). (3). or (4) of section

955.22 of the Revised Code is quilty of a mnhor m sdeneanor

(N) Whoever violates division (1)(4) of section 955.22 of the

Revised Code is quilty of a nminor m sdeneanor

Page 18

506

507
508
509

510
511

512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520

521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532

533
534

535
536



Sub. H. B. No. 14
As Concurred by the House

(O Whoever violates division (A or (B) of section 955.54 of

the Revised Code is quilty of a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

(P)(1) If a dog is confined at the county dog pound pursuant

to division (@. (H. or (L) of this section, the county dog

warden shall give witten notice of the confinenent to the owner

of the dog. If the county dog warden is unable to give the notice

to the owner of the dog, the county dog warden shall post the

noti ce on the door of the residence of the owner of the dog or in

anot her conspi cuous pl ace on the prenises at which the dog was

sei zed. The notice shall include a statenent that a security in

the amount of one hundred dollars is due to the county dog warden

within ten days to secure paynment of all reasonabl e expenses,

i ncl udi ng nedi cal care and boarding of the dog for sixty days,

expected to be incurred by the county dog pound in caring for the

dog pending the deternination. The county dog warden may draw from

the security any actual costs incurred in caring for the doq.

(2) 1f the person ordered to post security under division

(P)Y(1) of this section does not do so within ten days of the

confinenment of the animal, the dog is forfeited. and the county

dog warden nmay deternine the disposition of the dog unless the

court issues an order that specifies otherw se.

(3) Not nore than ten days after the court nmkes a final

deternination under division (G, (H, or (L) of this section, the

county dog warden shall provide the owner of the dog with the

actual cost of the confinenent of the dog. |If the county dog

warden finds that the security provided under division (P)(1) of

this section is less than the actual cost of confinenent of the

dog, the owner shall renit the difference between the security

provi ded and the actual cost to the county dog warden within

thirty days after the court's determ nation. If the county dog

warden finds that the security provided under division (P)(1) of

this section is greater than that actual cost. the county dog
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warden shall remt the difference between the security provided

and the actual cost to the owner within thirty days after the

court's deternination

(Q As used in this section, "nuisance dog." "dangerous dog."

and "vicious dog" have the sane neanings as in section 955.11 of
the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 1901.18. (A) Except as otherwise provided in this
di vision or section 1901. 181 of the Revised Code, subject to the
nonetary jurisdiction of nunicipal courts as set forth in section
1901. 17 of the Revised Code, a nunicipal court has origina
jurisdiction within its territory in all of the follow ng actions

or proceedings and to performall of the follow ng functions:

(1) I'nm any civil action, of whatever nature or renedy, of

whi ch judges of county courts have jurisdiction;

(2) In any action or proceeding at |law for the recovery of
noney or personal property of which the court of common pl eas has
jurisdiction;

(3) In any action at |aw based on contract, to determ ne,
preserve, and enforce all |egal and equitable rights involved in
the contract, to decree an accounting, reformation, or
cancel l ation of the contract, and to hear and deternine all |egal
and equitable renedi es necessary or proper for a conplete

determ nation of the rights of the parties to the contract;

(4) In any action or proceeding for the sale of personal
property under chattel nortgage, |ien, encunbrance, or other
charge, for the foreclosure and marshalling of |iens on persona
property of that nature, and for the rendering of personal

judgnment in the action or proceeding;

(5) In any action or proceeding to enforce the collection of

its own judgnents or the judgnents rendered by any court within
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the territory to which the nunicipal court has succeeded, and to
subject the interest of a judgnent debtor in personal property to

satisfy judgnments enforceabl e by the nunicipal court;

(6) In any action or proceeding in the nature of

i nt erpl eader;
(7) I'n any action of replevin;
(8) In any action of forcible entry and detai ner;

(9) In any action concerning the issuance and enforcenent of
tenporary protection orders pursuant to section 2919.26 of the
Revi sed Code or protection orders pursuant to section 2903.213 of
the Revised Code or the enforcenment of protection orders issued by
courts of another state, as defined in section 2919.27 of the
Revi sed Code;

(10) If the rmunicipal court has a housing or environmental
division, in any action over which the division is given
jurisdiction by section 1901.181 of the Revised Code, provided
that, except as specified in division (B) of that section, no
judge of the court other than the judge of the division shall hear

or determ ne any action over which the division has jurisdiction;

(11) I'n any action brought pursuant to division (1) of
section 3733.11 of the Revised Code, if the residential prem ses
that are the subject of the action are |ocated within the

territorial jurisdiction of the court;

(12) In any civil action as described in division (B)(1) of
section 3767.41 of the Revised Code that relates to a public
nui sance, and, to the extent any provision of this chapter
conflicts or is inconsistent with a provision of that section, the

provi sion of that section shall control in the civil action_

(13) In a proceeding brought pursuant to section 955.222 of

t he Revised Code by the owner of a dog that has been designated as
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a nui sance doqg. dangerous dog, or Vvicious dog.

(B) The d evel and munici pal court also shall have
jurisdiction within its territory in all of the foll owi ng actions

or proceedings and to performall of the follow ng functions:

(1) I'n all actions and proceedings for the sale of real
property under lien of a judgnent of the municipal court or a lien
for machinery, nmaterial, or fuel furnished or |abor perforned,
irrespective of anobunt, and, in those actions and proceedi ngs, the
court may proceed to foreclose and marshal all liens and al
vested or contingent rights, to appoint a receiver, and to render

personal judgnent irrespective of amount in favor of any party.

(2) In all actions for the foreclosure of a nortgage on rea
property given to secure the paynent of noney or the enforcenent
of a specific lien for noney or other encunbrance or charge on
real property, when the anount clainmed by the plaintiff does not
exceed fifteen thousand dollars and the real property is situated
within the territory, and, in those actions, the court may proceed
to foreclose all liens and all vested and contingent rights and
may proceed to render judgnments and nake findings and orders
between the parties in the sane manner and to the sane extent as

in simlar actions in the court of common pl eas.

(3) In all actions for the recovery of real property situated
within the territory to the sane extent as courts of common pleas

have jurisdiction;

(4) In all actions for injunction to prevent or termnate
vi ol ations of the ordi nances and regul ations of the city of
Cl evel and enacted or pronul gated under the police power of the
city of Ceveland, pursuant to Section 3 of Article XVIll, Chio
Constitution, over which the court of common pl eas has or nmay have
jurisdiction, and, in those actions, the court nay proceed to

render judgnments and nake findings and orders in the sane manner
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and to the sane extent as in simlar actions in the court of

common pl eas.

Sec. 1907.031. (A) Except as otherw se provided in section
1907. 03 of the Revised Code and in addition to the jurisdiction
aut hori zed in other sections of this chapter and in section
1909. 11 of the Revised Code, a county court has original
jurisdiction within its district in all of the follow ng actions

or proceedings and to performall of the follow ng functions:

(1) I'n an action or proceeding at |law for the recovery of
noney or personal property of which the court of common pl eas has
jurisdiction;

(2) I'n an action at | aw based on contract, to determne,
preserve, and enforce all |egal and equitable rights involved in
the contract, to decree an accounting, reformation, or
cancel l ation of the contract, and to hear and deternmine all |egal
and equitable renedi es necessary or proper for a conplete

determ nation of the rights of the parties to the contract;

(3) In an action or proceeding for the sale of personal
property under chattel nortgage, |ien, encunbrance, or other
charge, for the foreclosure and marshalling of liens on the
personal property, and for the rendering of personal judgnment in

the action or proceeding;

(4) In an action or proceeding to enforce the collection of
its own judgnents and to subject the interest of a judgnent debtor
in personal property to satisfy judgnents enforceable by the

county court;
(5) I'n an action or proceeding in the nature of interpleader;
(6) In an action of forcible entry and detai ner_

(7) In a proceedi ng brought pursuant to section 955.222 of

t he Revised Code by the owner of a dog that has been designated as
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a nui sance doqg. dangerous dog, or Vvicious dog.

(B) A county court has original jurisdiction in civil actions
as described in division (B)(1) of section 3767.41 of the Revised
Code that relate to a public nuisance. To the extent any provision
of this chapter conflicts or is inconsistent with a provision of
that section, the provision of that section shall control in such

a civil action.

Section 2. That existing sections 955.08, 955.11, 955.22,
955. 99, 1901.18, and 1907.031 of the Revised Code are hereby

repeal ed.

Section 3. (A Except as provided in division (B) of this
section, an owner, keeper, or harborer of a dog who was required
to conply with the requirenents pertaining to a vicious dog prior
to the effective date of this act shall be required to conply with
the requirenents pertaining to a dangerous dog on or after the

effective date of this act.

(B) Division (A of this section does not apply to an owner,
harborer, or keeper of a dog who was required, with respect to
that dog, to conply with the requirements pertaining to a vicious
dog prior to the effective date of this act solely because the dog

bel ongs to a breed that is commnly known as a pit bull dog.
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