As Introduced

129th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 310
2011-2012

Senator Balderson

Cosponsor: Senator Jones

A BILL

To anend section 1533.71, to enact sections 935.01 to
935. 26 and 935.99, and to repeal section 2927.21
of the Revised Code to establish requirenents
governi ng the possessi on of dangerous wld animals

and restricted snakes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 1533.71 be anended and sections
935.01, 935.02, 935.03, 935.04, 935.05, 935.06, 935.07, 935.08,
935.09, 935.10, 935.11, 935.12, 935.13, 935.14, 935.15, 935.16,
935.17, 935.18, 935.19, 935.20, 935.21, 935.22, 935.23, 935. 24,
935. 25, 935.26, and 935.99 of the Revi sed Code be enacted to read

as foll ows:

Sec. 935.01. As used in this chapter:

(A) "Board of health" neans the board of health of a city or

general health district or the authority having the duties of a

board of health in any city authorized by section 3709.05 of the
Revi sed Code.

(B) "Circus" neans a traveling show to which all of the

foll owi ng apply:
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(1) It is licensed by the United States departnment of
agriculture under 84 Stat. 1560 (1970), 7 U.S.C. 2133 et seaq.

(2) It features natural or artificial curiosities and

dangerous wild aninmals, restricted snakes, or both as an inteaqral

part of the show.

(3) It does not allow physical contact between the public and

the dangerous wild aninmals or restricted snakes possessed by it.

(4) It is inthe state for |less than forty-five days each

ear.

(C "Dangerous wild animal" neans any of the foll ow nqg,

including hybrids unless otherw se specified:

(1) Hyenas:;

(2) Gray wol ves, excluding hybrids:;

(3) Lions:

(4) Tigers:;

(5) Jaquars;

(6) Leopards, including clouded | eopards, Sunda cl ouded

| eopards, and snow | eopards:

(7) Al of the following, including hybrids with donmestic

cats:

(a) Cheetahs;

(b) Lynxes, including Canadi an | ynxes, Eurasian |ynxes, and

| berian | ynxes;

(c) Cougars, also known as pumas or nmountain |lions;

(d) Caracals:

(e) Servals.

(8) Bears:
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(9) El ephants:;

(10) Rhi noceroses;

(11) Hi ppopot anuses;

(12) Cape buff al oes:

(13) African wild dogs;

(14) Konodo dragons;

(15) Alligators:;

(16) Crocodiles:;

(17) Cai mans, excludi ng dwarf cai mans:

(18) CGharials;

(19) Nonhuman primates other than the nonhunman pri nnates

specified in division (C(20) of this section;

(20) Al of the followi ng nonhunan primates:

(a) Golden lion, black-faced lion, golden-runped lion

cotton-top, enperor, saddl ebacked, bl ack-mantl ed, and Geoffroy's

tamarins;

(b) Pyagny, white-tufted-ear, silvery, and bl ack-pencilled

mar noset s;

(c) Squirrel nonkeys. including Central Anerican squirre

nonkeys:

(d) Southern and northern night nonkeys:

(e) Dusky titi and masked titi nonkeys:

(f) Muriaquis;

(g9) Goeldi's nonkeys:

(h) Brown, white-faced, weeping. and white-fronted capuchins:

(i) Wiite-faced, bl ack-bearded. white-nose bearded. and nonk

saki s;
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(j) Bald and bl ack uakari s:

(k) Bl ack-handed, white-bellied, brown-headed, and bl ack

spi der nonkeys:

(1) Common wool |y nonkeys:

(m Red, black, and mantl ed how er nonkeys.

(21) Any other animals designated by the director of

agriculture in rules.

(D) "Federal animal welfare act” has the sane nmeaning as in
section 959.131 of the Revised Code.

(E) "Felony drug abuse offense" has the sane neaning as in
section 2925.01 of the Revi sed Code.

(F) "Health district" neans a city or general health district

created by or under the authority of Chapter 3709. of the Revised
Code.

(G "Humane society" neans an organi zation that is organi zed
under section 1717.05 of the Revi sed Code.

(H "Law enforcenent officer" means a sheriff, deputy

sheriff, constable, police officer of a township or joint police

district, marshal, deputy marshal ., nunicipal police officer, or

state hi ghway patrol trooper

(1) "Natural resources | aw enforcenent officers" neans peace

officers as specified in division (A)(6) of section 109.71 of the

Revi sed Code and enpl oyees of the division of wildlife specified
in sections 1531.13 and 1531.14 of the Revi sed Code.

(J) "Ofense of violence" has the sane neaning as in section
2901. 01 of the Revi sed Code.

(K) "Restricted snake" nmeans any of the foll ow ng:

(1) All of the follow ng constricting snakes:

(a) G een anacondas;
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(b) Yell ow anacondas:;

(c) Reticul ated pythons:

(d) | ndian pythons:

(e) Burnese pythons:

(f) North African rock pythons:

(0) South African rock pythons;

(h) Anet hysti ne pythons;

(i) Boa constrictors.

(2) Species of the follow ng famlies:

(a) Atractaspidi dae;

(b) El api dae;

(c) Viperidae.

(3) Boonsl ang _snakes:;

(4) Twi g snakes:;

(5) Any other snakes designated by the director in rules.

(L) "Rule" neans a rule adopted under section 935.17 of the
Revi sed Code.

(M "Veterinarian" neans a person who is licensed under
Chapter 4741. of the Revi sed Code.

(N "WIldlife sanctuary" neans a nonprofit organi zation as

described in section 170 of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986,"
100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C. 170, as anended, that is accredited or

verified by the gl obal federation of animal sanctuaries, that

operates a place of refuge where abused, negl ected, unwanted,

i npounded, abandoned. orphaned., or displaced dangerous wild

animals or restricted snakes are provided care for their lifetine

or released back to their natural habitat, and, with respect to an

ani mal _or snake possessed by the organi zation, that does not do
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any of the follow ng:

(1) Use the animal or snake for any type of entertainnent or

in a traveling exhibit;

(2) Sell, trade, or barter the aninmal or snake or the

animal's or snake's body parts:

(3) Use the animal or snake in any nmanner for profit;

(4) Breed the animal or snake;

(5) Allow the public the opportunity to cone into contact

with the ani mal or snake.

Sec. 935.02. (A No person shall possess a dangerous wld

animal _on or after January 1, 2014.

(B) Except as provided in division (G (1) of section 935.06

of the Revised Code, no person shall acquire, buy, sell, trade, or

transfer possession or ownership of a dangerous wild aninal on or

after the effective date of this section.

Sec. 935.03. (A) Division (A) of section 935.02 of the

Revi sed Code does not apply to a person whose possession of a

dangerous wild aninal is authorized by an unexpired permt issued

under _this chapter

(B) This chapter does not apply to any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Afacility that is an accredited nenber of the

associ ation of zoos and aquariuns or the zool ogi cal associ ation of

Anerica and that is licensed by the United States departnent of

agricul ture;

(2) Aresearch facility as defined in the federal aninal

wel fare act;

(3) Acircus;

(4 Awldlife rehabilitation facility that is issued a
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pernmit by the chief of the division of wildlife in rules adopted

under section 1531.08 of the Revised Code and that rehabilitates

dangerous wild aninmals or restricted snakes that are native to the

state for the purpose of reintroduction into the wld:;

(5) Aveterinarian that is providing tenporary veterinary

care to a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake;

(6) Awildlife sanctuary:

(7) An individual who does not reside in this state, is

traveling through this state with a dangerous wild ani mal or

restricted snake, and does all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Confines the aninmal or snake in a cage at all tines;

(b) Confines the animal or snake in a cage that is not

accessible to the public;

(c) Does not exhibit the aninal or snake;

(d) Is in the state not nore than forty-ei ght hours unl ess

the aninmal or snake is receiving veterinary care.

(8) An educational institution that displays a single

dangerous wild aninal as a sports nmascot and that neets all of the

following criteria:

(a) An official of the educational institution has submtted

an affidavit attesting that the institution will care for the

aninmal as long as the animal lives and in a facility that is an

accredi ted nenber of the association of zoos and aquariuns or the

zool ogi cal associ ation of Anerica.

(b) The educational institution maintains a liability

i nsurance policy with an insurer authorized or approved to wite

such insurance in this state that covers clains for injury or

damage to persons or property caused by a dangerous wild ani nal

The anmpbunt of the insurance coverage shall be not | ess than one

mllion dollars.
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(c) During display and transport, the educational institution

confines the dangerous wild animal in a cage that does not permnt

physi cal contact between the animal and the public.

(d) The educational institution began displaying a dangerous

wild aninmal as a nmscot prior to the effective date of this

section.

(9) Any person who has been issued a pernit under section
1533. 08 of the Revi sed Code:

(10) Any person authorized to possess a dangerous wild aninal

or restricted snake under section 1531.25 of the Revised Code or

rul es adopted under it.

Sec. 935.04. (A) A person that possesses a dangerous wild

animal _on the effective date of this section shall reqgister the

animal with the director of agriculture in accordance with this

section not later than sixty days after the effective date of this

section.

(B) A person shall reqister a dangerous wild aninmal on a form

prescri bed and provided by the director. The formshall include

all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The nane., address. social security nunber, and federal

enpl oyer identification nunber, if applicable, of the person

regi stering the dangerous wld ani nal

(2) If different fromthe information provided under division

(B)(1) of this section, the nane and address of the | ocation where

t he dangerous wild animal is confined;

(3) A description of the dangerous wild aninmal. including the

scientific and commbn nanes of the animal, the nane that the

person _has qgiven the aninal, the aninmal's sex, age, color, and

wei ght, and any di stinquishing narks or coloration that would aid

in the identification of the aninmal;
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(4) The nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of the

veterinarian that provides veterinary care to the dangerous wild

ani nal ;

(5) Any other infornmation required by the director in rules.

(G Beginning ninety days after the director adopts rules

under division (A of section 935.17 of the Revised Code, a person

that has reqgi stered a dangerous wild ani nal under this section

shall conmply with the applicable requirenments reqgarding the care

and housing of dangerous wild animals established in those rul es.

(D) A person that reqgisters a dangerous wild ani mal under

this section shall have permanently inplanted in the dangerous

wild animal a mcrochip at the tine of reqgistration. The m crochip

shall have an identification nunber that is unigue to the

mcrochip. In addition, the mcrochip shall contain a passive

i ntegrated transponder, which shall have a frequency of one

hundred twenty-five, one hundred thirty-four and two-tenths, or

four hundred kil ohertz.

(E) A person that possesses a registered dangerous wld

ani mal _on Cctober 1, 2013, and that wi shes to continue to possess

the dangerous wild animal on and after January 1, 2014, shal

obtain a wildlife shelter permt issued under section 935.06 of

the Revised Code or a wildlife propagation permt issued under
section 935.07 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 935.05. (A) A person that possesses a redistered

dangerous wild aninmal in this state on October 1, 2013, that

wi shes to continue to possess the dangerous wild animal on and

after January 1, 2014, and that does not intend to propagate the

animal shall apply for a wildlife shelter permt under this

section.

(B) An applicant for a wildlife shelter permt shall file an
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application for a permit with the director of agriculture on a

formprescribed and provided by the director. An applicant need

apply for only one permt regardless of the nunber of dangerous

wild aninmals that the applicant possesses. The application shal

include all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The nane., date of birth, address. social security nunber,

and federal enployer identification nunber, if applicable, of the

appli cant:

(2) If different fromthe information provided under division

(B)(1) of this section, the name and address of the | ocation where

each dangerous wild animal will be confined;

(3) A description of each dangerous wild animal. including

the scientific and common nanes, the nane that the applicant has

given the aninal, the aninmal's sex, age, color, and weight, and

any di stinguishing marks or coloration that would aid in the

identification of the ani ml

(4) The identification nunber of the microchip that is

i npl anted in each dangerous wild aninmal and the frequency of the

passive integrated transponder contained in the microchip as

required in section 935.04 of the Revised Code;

(5) Proof of liability insurance, including the name of the

i nsurance conpany and the policy nunber, as required in division

(D) of this section;

(6) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, proof that

the applicant has at |l east two vears of experience in the care of

the species of dangerous wild aninal or aninals that are the

subj ect of the application. If an applicant cannot provi de such

proof, the applicant shall pass a witten exam nation regarding

the care of dangerous wild animals that is established and

adm ni stered in accordance with rul es.

(7) A plan of action to be undertaken if a dangerous wild
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ani nral escapes;

(8) Proof that the applicant has established a

veterinarian-client relationship as described in section 4741.04

of the Revised Code with regard to each dangerous w | d ani nal

(9) Any additional information required in rules.

An applicant shall subnmit a copy of the plan of action

required in division (BY(7) of this section to the sheriff of the

county and to the chief |aw enforcenent officer of the township or

muni ci pal _corporation having jurisdiction where the dangerous wild

animal _or aninmls are confined.

(CQ An applicant shall submt one of the follow ng fees, as

applicable, with an application:

(1) Five hundred dollars if the applicant possesses not nore

than three dangerous wild aninals;

(2) One thousand dollars if the applicant possesses at | east

four, but not nore than fifteen dangerous wild ani mals;:

(3) Two thousand dollars if the applicant possesses sixteen

or _nore dangerous w |l d aninals.

(D) An applicant shall obtain and maintain a liability

i nsurance policy with an insurer authorized or approved to wite

such insurance in this state that covers clains for injury or

danage to persons or property caused by a dangerous wild anim

possessed by the applicant. The anpunt of the insurance coverage

shall be one of the follow ng, as applicable:

(1) Two hundred fifty thousand dollars if the applicant

possesses not nore than five dangerous wild ani mal s;

(2) Five hundred thousand dollars if the applicant possesses

at least six, but not nore than fifteen dangerous wild ani nals;

(3) One mllion dollars if the applicant possesses Sixteen or

nor e dangerous wild ani mals.
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Sec. 935.06. (A) Not later than ninety days after receipt of

an _application under section 935.05 of the Revised Code, the

director of agriculture shall issue or deny a wildlife shelter

permt. The director shall issue a permit to an applicant only if

all of the follow ng apply:

(1) The applicant is eighteen yvears of age or ol der

(2) The applicant has reqgi stered the dangerous wild ani mal or

animals that are the subject of the application under section
935. 04 of the Revi sed Code.

(3) The applicant is in conpliance with the standards of care

established in rules adopted under division (A (2) of section
935.17 of the Revised Code.

(4) The applicant has neutered each nal e dangerous wild

animal that is possessed by the applicant.

(5 |If an applicant possesses only one or nore dangerous wld

aninmal s specified in division (C) (20) of section 935.01 of the

Revi sed Code, the applicant has been issued a class A or class B

license by the United States departnent of agriculture pursuant to

the federal animal welfare act.

(6) The applicant has signed an affidavit attesting that the

applicant will not allow nenbers of the public to be in physical

contact with a dangerous wild ani mal possessed by the applicant.

(7) The applicant has not been convicted of or pleaded quilty

to a felony drug abuse offense, an offense of violence that is a

felony, or a violation of section 959.13 or 959.131 of the Revised

Code or of section 2927.21 of the Revised Code as that section

existed prior to its repeal by S.B. ... of the 129th genera

assenbly, as determned by a crimnal records check perforned in

accordance with division (B) of this section.

(8) The facility at which a dangerous wild animal or
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dangerous wild animals will be nmmintai ned under the permt

consists of at |east one acre. Division (A (8) of this section

applies only to dangerous wild aninmals specified in divisions
(O (1) to (19) of section 935.01 of the Revised Code.

(9) The applicant has signed an affidavit attesting that the

facility at which a dangerous wild aninal or dangerous wld

animals will be maintained under the permit and the conditions in

whi ch each dangerous wild animal will be kept in that facility are

in conpliance with this chapter and rul es.

(10) The applicant has subnmitted a conplete application that

neets the requirenents established in section 935.05 of the
Revi sed Code.

(11) The applicant has subnitted the applicable fee under
section 935.05 of the Revised Code.

If a permit is issued, the director shall assign a uni que

identification nunber to the permt.

(B) Prior to issuing or denying a wildlife shelter permt,

the director shall subnmt a request to the bureau of crimn na

identification and investigation in the office of the attorney

general for a crinmnal records check of the applicant for the

permt. Upon receipt of a request, the superintendent of the

bureau shall conduct a crimnal records check in the nmanner
described in division (B) of section 109.572 of the Revi sed Code

to detern ne whether any information exists that indicates that

the applicant previously has been convicted of or pleaded quilty

to any of the foll ow ng:

(1) A felony drug abuse offense;

(2) An offense of violence that is a felony;

(3) Aviolation of section 959.13 or 959.131 of the Revised
Code or of section 2927.21 of the Revised Code as that section
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existed prior to its repeal by S B. ... of the 129th genera
assenbl y.

The applicant is responsible for paying all costs associ ated

with the crimnal records check

(C) If a pernmit application is denied, the permt application

fee shall be retained by the director as paynent for the

reasonabl e expense of processing the application

(D) Not later than the first day of Decenber of each year. a

permt holder shall apply to the director, on a form prescribed

and provided by the director, for a renewal of the pernit if the

permt holder intends to retain possession of the dangerous wld

animal _or aninals that are identified in the pernmit. Not |ater

than thirty days after receipt of an application for renewal ., the

director shall renew or deny the renewal of the pernmt. The

director shall renew the pernit if the pernit holder conplies with

this chapter and rules and pays a renewal fee in the sane anount

as the fee established for the initial permt in section 935.05 of

the Revised Code. |If a renewal permt is denied. the renewal fee

shall be retained by the director as paynent for the reasonable

expense of processing the application.

(E) If the director denies an application for a pernit or a

renewal of a permt, the director shall notify the person of the

denial, the grounds for the denial, and the person's right to an

adj udi cati on under Chapter 119. of the Revi sed Code.

(F) If a person does not appeal the determ nation of the

director to deny an application for a permt or a renewal of a

permt or if the determination of the director is affirnmed under

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, not later than thirty days after

the decision not to appeal or after the determnation is affirned,

as applicable, the person shall transfer the dangerous wild ani mal

or animals that the person possesses to a hunane society, wildlife
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sanctuary, or facility that is an accredited nenber of either the

associ ation of zoos and aquariuns or the zool ogi cal associ ation of

Anerica. After the transfer has occurred, the person shall submt

proof to the director that the dangerous wild aninal or aninals

were transferred and shall specify the society, sanctuary. or

facility to which the animal or aninals were transferred.

The person is responsible for all costs associated with the

transfer of the dangerous wild aninmal or ani mals.

(G |If a person that has been issued a wildlife shelter

pernmit under this section or a wildlife propagati on permt under

section 935.07 of the Revised Code dies. the person's next of kin

shall do one of the foll ow ng:

(1) If the next of kin wi shes to possess the dangerous wld

animal _or aninamls, obtain a wildlife shelter pernmt under this

section or a wildlife propagati on permt under section 935.07 of

the Revised Code, as applicable. That next of kin shall conmply

with this chapter and rules, except that, with respect to the next

of kin's initial permt., the person need not pay the applicable

permt application fee.

(2) Transfer the dangerous wild aninal or animals that were

possessed by the deceased person in accordance with division (F)

of this section.

(H Al fees collected under this section shall be credited

to the dangerous and restricted animal fund created in section
935.25 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 935.07. (A) A person that possesses a registered

dangerous wild animal in this state on October 1, 2013, that

wi shes to continue to possess the dangerous wild ani nal on and

after January 1, 2014, and that intends to propagate the ani na

solely for the purposes of a species survival programthat
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conplies with rules shall apply for a wildlife propagation permnit

under this section. An applicant need apply for only one pernt

regardl ess of the nunber of dangerous wild aninmals that the

appl i cant possesses.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in this section, an

applicant for a wildlife propagation permt shall conply with the

requi renents and procedures established in sections 935.05 and

935. 06 of the Revised Code. The application fee for a wildlife

propagation pernit shall be one of the follow ng, as applicable:

(1) One thousand dollars if the applicant possesses not nore

than fifty dangerous wild animals:;

(2) Three thousand dollars if the applicant possesses nore

than fifty dangerous wild animals.

(C) The facility at which a dangerous wild ani mal or

dangerous wild animals will be maintai ned under a wildlife

propagation permt shall consist of at |east two acres. Division

(C) of this section applies only to dangerous wild aninmals
specified in divisions (O (1) to (19) of section 935.01 of the
Revi sed Code.

(D) All fees collected under this section shall be credited

to the dangerous and restricted aninmal fund created in section
935. 25 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 935.08. (A (1) A person that possesses a restricted

snake in this state prior to January 1, 2014, that wi shes to

continue to possess the restricted snake on and after that date,

and that does not intend to propagate, sell, trade. or otherw se

transfer the snake shall obtain a restricted snake possessi on

permt under this section not |later than January 1, 2014.

(2) A person that acquires a restricted snake in this state

on or after January 1, 2014, and that does not intend to
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propagate, sell, trade, or otherwi se transfer the snake shal

obtain a restricted snake possession permt under this section not

|ater than one hundred twenty days after acquiring the snake.

(3) An applicant need apply for only one permt regardl ess of

the nunber of restricted snakes that the applicant possesses.

(B) An applicant for a restricted snake possession permt

shall file an application for a permit with the director of

agriculture on a formprescribed and provided by the director. The

application shall include all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The nane, date of birth, address, social security nunber,

and federal enployer identification nunber, if applicable, of the

appli cant:

(2) If different fromthe information provided under division

(BY(1) of this section, the nane and address of the |l ocation where

each restricted snake will be confined;

(3) A description of each restricted snake, including the

scientific and conmmbn nanes, the nane that the applicant has given

the snake, the snake's sex. age. color, and weight. and any

di stinguishing marks or coloration that would aid in the

identification of the snake;

(4) Proof of liability insurance, including the name of the

i nsurance conpany and the policy nunber, as required in division

(D) of this section;

(5) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, proof that

the applicant has at |l east two vears of experience in the care of

the species of restricted snake or snakes that are the subject of

the application. |If an applicant cannot provide such proof, the

applicant shall pass a witten exanm nation reqgarding the care of

restricted snakes that is established and adninistered in

accordance with rules. The requirenents of division (B)(5) of this

section do not apply with respect to a restricted snake specified

Page 17

460
461
462

463
464

465
466
467
468

469
470
471

472
473
474

475
476
477
478
479

480
481
482

483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490



S. B. No. 310
As Introduced

in division (K)(1) of section 935.01 of the Revised Code.

(6) A plan of action to be undertaken if a restricted snake

escapes,;

(7) Proof that the applicant has established a

veterinarian-client relationship as described in section 4741.04

of the Revised Code with regard to each restricted snake;

(8) Any additional information required in rules.

An_applicant shall subnit a copy of the plan of action

required in division (B)(6) of this section to the sheriff of the

county and to the chief |aw enforcenent officer of the township or

nuni ci pal _corporation having jurisdiction where the restricted

snake or snakes are confi ned.

(CQ An applicant shall submt one of the follow ng fees, as

applicable, with an application:

(1) One hundred dollars if the applicant possesses not nore

than three restricted snakes;

(2) Three hundred dollars if the applicant possesses at | east

four, but not nore than fifteen restricted snakes;

(3) Five hundred dollars if the applicant possesses si xteen

or nore restricted snakes.

(D)(1) An applicant shall obtain and maintain a liability

i nsurance policy with an insurer authorized or approved to wite

such insurance in this state that covers clains for injury or

damage to persons or property caused by a restricted snake

possessed by the applicant. Except as provided in division (D)(2)

of this section, the ampunt of the insurance coverage shall be one

of the followi ng, as applicable:

(a) One hundred thousand dollars if the applicant possesses

not nore than five restricted snakes;

(b) Two hundred fifty thousand dollars if the applicant
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possesses at |l east six, but not nore than fifteen restricted

snakes;

(c) Five hundred thousand dollars if the applicant possesses

sixteen or nore restricted snakes.

(2) If an applicant possesses one or nore restricted snakes

specified in division (KI(1)(i) of section 935.01 of the Revised

Code, but no other restricted snakes, the ampount of the insurance

coverage shall be one of the follow ng, as applicable:

(a) Five thousand dollars if the applicant possesses not nore

than five such restricted snakes;

(b) Ten thousand dollars if the applicant possesses at | east

six, but not nore than fifteen such restricted snakes:;

(c) Fifteen thousand dollars if the applicant possesses

si xteen or nore such restricted snakes.

Sec. 935.09. (A) Not later than ninety days after receipt of

an _application under section 935.08 of the Revised Code, the

director of agriculture shall issue or deny a restricted snake

possession pernmt. The director shall issue a permt to an

applicant only if all of the follow ng apply:

(1) The applicant is eighteen vears of age or ol der

(2) The applicant has signed an affidavit attesting that the

applicant will not allow nmenbers of the public to be in physical

contact with a restricted snake possessed by the applicant.

(3) The applicant has not been convicted of or pleaded quilty

to a felony drug abuse offense, an offense of violence that is a

felony, or a violation of section 959.13 or 959.131 of the Revised

Code or of section 2927.21 of the Revised Code as that section

existed prior to its repeal by S.B. ... of the 129th genera

assenbly, as determned by a crimnal records check perforned in

accordance with division (B) of this section.
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(4) The applicant has signed an affidavit attesting that the

facility at which a restricted snake or snakes will be maintai ned

under the permt and the conditions in which each restricted snake

will be kept in that facility are in conpliance with this chapter

and rul es.

(5) The applicant has subnitted a conplete application that

neets the requirenents established in section 935.08 of the
Revi sed Code.

(6) The applicant has submitted the applicable fee under
section 935.08 of the Revised Code.

If a permt is issued, the director shall assign a uni que

identification nunber to the pernt.

(B) Prior to issuing or denying a restricted snake possessi on

permt, the director shall submt a request to the bureau of

crimnal identification and investigation in the office of the

attorney ogeneral for a crimnal records check of the applicant for

the pernmit. Upon receipt of a request, the superintendent of the

bureau shall conduct a crim nal records check in the manner
described in division (B) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code

to deternm ne whether any information exists that indicates that

the applicant previously has been convicted of or pleaded quilty

to any of the foll ow ng:

(1) A felony drug abuse offense;

(2) An offense of violence that is a felony;

(3) Aviolation of section 959.13 or 959.131 of the Revised
Code or of section 2927.21 of the Revised Code as that section

existed prior to its repeal by S.B. ... of the 129th genera
assenbl y.

The applicant is responsible for paving all costs associ ated

with the crimnal records check
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(O If a permit application is denied, the permit application

fee shall be retained by the director as paynent for the

reasonabl e expense of processing the application

(D) Not later than the first day of Decenber of each year., a

permt holder shall apply to the director., on a form prescribed

and provided by the director, for a renewal of the permt if the

permt holder intends to retain possession of the restricted snake

or _snakes that are identified in the permit. Not later than thirty

days after receipt of an application for renewal, the director

shall renew or deny the renewal of the permt. The director shal

renew the permt if the permt holder conplies with this chapter

and rules and pays a renewal fee in the sane anmobunt as the fee

established for the initial permt in section 935.08 of the

Revi sed Code. |If a renewal pernit is denied, the renewal fee shal

be retained by the director as paynent for the reasonabl e expense

of processing the application.

(E) If the director denies an application for a pernmt or _a

renewal of a permt, the director shall notify the person of the

denial. the grounds for the denial. and the person's right to an
adj udi cati on under Chapter 119. of the Revi sed Code.

(F) If a person does not appeal the deternmination of the

director to deny an application for a permt or a renewal of a

permt or if the determ nation of the director is affirnmed under

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, not later than thirty days after

the decision not to appeal or after the determnation is affirned.

as applicable, the person shall transfer the restricted snake or

snakes that the person possesses to a humane society, wildlife

sanctuary, or facility that is an accredited nenber of either the

associ ation of zoos and aquariuns or the zool ogi cal associ ation of

Anerica. After the transfer has occurred, the person shall submt

proof to the director that the restricted snake or snakes were

transferred and shall specify the society. sanctuary., or facility
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to which the snake or snakes were transferred.

The person is responsible for all costs associated with the

transfer of the restricted snake or snakes.

(G |If a person that has been issued a restricted snake

possession pernmt under this section or a restricted snake

propagation pernmt under section 935.10 of the Revised Code dies,

the person's next of kin shall do one of the foll ow ng:

(1) If the next of kin wishes to possess the restricted snake

or snakes, obtain a restricted snake possessi on pernit under this

section or a restricted snake propagation pernmt under section
935.10 of the Revised Code, as applicable. That next of kin shal

conply with this chapter and rules, except that. with respect to

the next of kin's initial permit, the person need not pay the

applicable pernit application fee.

(2) Transfer the restricted snake or snakes that were

possessed by the deceased person in accordance with division (F)

of this section.

(H Al fees collected under this section shall be credited

to the dangerous and restricted animal fund created in section
935. 25 of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 935.10. (A (1) A person that possesses a restricted

snake in this state prior to January 1, 2014, that wi shes to

continue to possess the restricted snake on and after that date,

and that intends to propagate, sell, trade, or otherw se transfer

the snake shall obtain a restricted snake propagation pernit under

this section not |later than January 1, 2014.

(2) A person that acquires a restricted snake in this state

on or after January 1, 2014, and that intends to propagate, sell,

trade, or otherw se transfer the snake shall obtain a restricted

snake propagation permt under this section not |ater than one
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hundred twenty days after acquiring the snake.

(3) An applicant need apply for only one permt regardl ess of

the nunber of restricted snakes that the applicant possesses.

(B) Except as otherw se provided in this section, an

applicant for a restricted snake propagation permt shall conply

with the requirenents and procedures established in sections
935. 08 and 935.09 of the Revised Code. The application fee for a

restricted snake propagation pernmt shall be one of the follow ng,

as_applicabl e:

(1) Two hundred dollars if the applicant possesses not nore

than three restricted snakes:

(2) Six hundred dollars if the applicant possesses at | east

four, but not nore than fifteen restricted snakes;

(3) One thousand dollars if the applicant possesses sixteen

or nore restricted snakes.

(C Al fees collected under this section shall be credited

to the dangerous and restricted animal fund created in section
935.25 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 935.11. (A A person that possesses at | east one

dangerous wild aninmal and at | east one restricted snake shal

apply for both a wildlife shelter permt issued under section

935. 06 of the Revised Code and a restricted snake possessi on

permt issued under section 935.09 of the Revised Code.

(B) A person that possesses at | east one dangerous w |l d

animal and that intends to propagate the animal solely for the

purposes of a species survival programthat conplies with rules

and that possesses at | east one restricted snake and that intends

to propagate, sell, trade, or otherwi se transfer the snake shal

apply for both a wildlife propagation permt issued under section

935. 07 of the Revised Code and a restricted snake propagation
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permt issued under section 935.10 of the Revi sed Code.

(G A person that possesses at | east one dangerous w |l d

ani mal _and does not intend to propagate the aninal and that

possesses at |l east one restricted snake and intends to propagate,.

sell, trade, or otherwi se transfer the snake shall apply for both

awldife shelter permt issued under section 935.06 of the

Revi sed Code and a restricted snake propagation permt issued
under section 935.10 of the Revi sed Code.

(D) A person that possesses at | east one dangerous w |l d

animal and that intends to propagate the aninal solely for the

purposes of a species survival programthat conplies with rules

and that possesses at | east one restricted snake and does not

intend to propagate, sell, trade, or otherw se transfer the snake

shall apply for both a wildlife propagation pernit issued under

section 935.07 of the Revised Code and a restricted snake

possession permt issued under section 935.09 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 935.12. (A) Except as provided in division (B) of this

section., a person that has been issued a permt under this chapter

for a dangerous wild animal or aninmals shall conply with the

requi renents regarding the care and housi ng of dangerous wld

animal s established in rules.

(B)(1) A person that has been issued a permt under this

chapter for a dangerous wild animal or aninmals specified in
division (C(20) of section 935.01 of the Revi sed Code shal

conply with the requirenents regarding the care of those aninnls

established in requl ati ons adopted under the federal anim

wel fare act.

(2)(a) A person that has been issued a pernit under this

chapter for a dangerous wild aninmal or animals specified in
division (©Q(20)(a) or (b) of section 935.01 of the Revised Code

shall confine each animal _in a cage that is not |ess than nine
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square feet.

(b) A person that has been issued a permt under this chapter

for a dangerous wild aninmal or aninmals specified in divisions
(O (20)(c) to (g) of section 935.01 of the Revised Code shal

confine each animal in a cage that is not less than twenty-four

square feet.

(c) A person that has been issued a pernit under this chapter

for a dangerous wild aninmal or animals specified in divisions
(Q(20)(h) to (m of section 935.01 of the Revised Code shal

confine each animal in a cage that is not less than thirty-two

square feet.

(G A person that has been issued a permt under this chapter

for arestricted snake or snakes shall conply with the

requi renents reqgarding the care and housi ng of those snakes

established in standards adopted by the zool ogi cal associ ati on of
Aneri ca.

Sec. 935.13. The director of agriculture may suspend or

revoke a permt issued under this chapter for a violation of this

chapter or rules. A person adversely affected by an order of

suspensi on or _revocation may reguest an adjudi cation under Chapter

119. of the Revi sed Code.

Sec. 935.14. (A) The director of adgriculture shall nmmintain a

dat abase of both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Until January 1, 2014, the nane and address of each

person that possesses a dangerous wild aninal and registers the

ani mal _under section 935.04 of the Revised Code;

(2) On and after January 1, 2014, the nane and address of

each person that has applied for and been issued a pernmt under

this chapter.
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(B) The director shall allow the directors of health and

natural resources to have access to the dat abase.

Sec. 935.15. (A) A person that has been i ssued a permt under

this chapter shall maintain records of all of the foll ow ng

regardi ng each dangerous wild animal and each restricted snake

that the permt hol der possesses:

(1) The scientific and commbn nanes of the aninal or snake,

i ncludi ng _the speci es;

(2) If the animal or snake was purchased or otherw se

acqui red from anot her person, the nane and address of the other

person.

(3) The date on which the animal or snake was acquired, if

appl i cabl e;

(4) |If the permit hol der propagates dangerous wild aninmals,

the date of birth of the animal if the animal was propagated by

the permt hol der:

(5) If the permt holder propagates restricted snakes., the

date of birth of the snake if the snake was propagated by the

permt hol der;

(6) The nane _and address of the person to whomthe animal or

snake was sold or otherwi se transferred, if applicable;

(7) The date on which the animal or snake died or escaped, if

applicabl e;

(8) The identification nunber of the microchip that is

inmplanted in the aninmal and the frequency of the passive

i ntegrated transponder contained in the nmcrochip as required in
section 935.04 of the Revised Code.

(B) A permt holder shall maintain the records in accordance

with rules.
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Sec. 935.16. (A) If a dangerous wild aninmal or restricted

snake escapes, the person that possesses the animal or snake

imediately shall notify both of the foll ow nag:

(1) The sheriff of the county and the chief |aw enforcenent

officer of the township or nunicipal corporation where the escape

occurr ed;

(2) The division of aninmal health in the departnent of

agriculture by nmeans of the twenty-four-hour telephone nunber that

is maintai ned by the division.

(B)(1) A law enforcenent officer or natural resources |aw

enforcenent officer may destroy a dangerous wild ani mal or

restricted snake that has escaped and that poses a threat to

public safety.

(2) A law enforcenent officer or natural resources |aw

enf orcenent officer that destroys an escaped dangerous wld ani mal

or restricted snake pursuant to division (B)(1) of this sectionis

not liable for dannges in a civil action for any injury, death, or

loss to person or property that allegedly arises fromthe

destruction of the animal or snake.

(G The person that possesses a dangerous wild aninmal or

restricted snake that escapes is responsible for all reasonabl e

costs associated with the capture or destruction of the ani mal or

snake. The person shall reinburse the political subdivision that

enpl oys the | aw enforcenent officer who captured or destroyed the

dangerous wild aninmal or restricted snake for the costs incurred

in capturing or destroying the animal or snake. However, if the

law enforcenent officer is a state highway patrol trooper or if a

natural resources | aw enforcenent officer captured or destroyed

the dangerous wild animal or restricted snake, the person shal

rei nbhurse the state hi ghway patrol or departnment of natura

resources, as applicable, for those costs.
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(D) (1) Except as provided in division (D)(2) of this section,

money coll ected under division (C) of this section shall be

credited to a special fund, which is hereby created in the

applicable political subdivision. Mney in the special fund shal

be used exclusively for the adnm nistration and enforcenent of this

chapter and rul es.

(2) Money collected under division (C of this section for

costs incurred by a state highway patrol trooper or a natura

resources | aw enforcenent officer under this section shall be

deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the dangerous and

restricted animal fund created in section 935.25 of the Revised
Code.

(3) If law enforcenent officers fromnore than one

jurisdiction assist in the capture or destruction of a dangerous

wild aninmal or restricted snake, the noney coll ected shall be

proportionally distributed to each political subdivision's special

fund and the dangerous and restricted aninal fund, if applicable.

Sec. 935.17. The director of agriculture shall adopt rules in

accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that establish

all of the foll ow ng:

(A) Both of the followi ng concerning the registration of

dangerous wild ani nals under section 935.04 of the Revised Code:

(1) Any additional information that nmust be included with a

regi stration;

(2) Standards for the care and housing of registered

dangerous wild aninmals., including standards for the proper care of

each species of dangerous wild ani mal and caqi ng and fenci ng of

the aninals.

The director shall adopt rules under division (A) of this

section not later than ninety days after the effective date of
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this section.

(B) Standards for the care and well -bei ng of dangerous wild

aninmal s specified in divisions (€ (1) to (19) of section 935.01 of

the Revised Code that are possessed by the holders of wildlife

shelter pernits and wildlife propagation pernits issued under this

chapter. The standards shall govern at |least sanitation for

provision of health care for., and feeding, caging. housing. and

fencing of dangerous wild animals. I n adopting rules under this

division, the director shall consider the follow ng factors:

(1) Best nmanagenent practices for the care and well -bei ng of

dangerous wild aninals;

(2) Public health and safety:

(3) Biosecurity:;

(4) The prevention of disease;

(5) Aninmal norbidity and nortality data;

(6) Generally accepted veterinary nedical practices;

(7) Standards adopted by the association of zoos and

aquari ums;

(8) Standards adopted by the zool ogi cal associ ation of
Anerica;

(9) Standards established in the federal aninmal welfare act;

(10) Ethical standards established by the Anerican veterinary

nedi cal associ ati on;

(11) Any other factors that the director considers necessary

for the proper care and well-being of dangerous wild animals in

this state.

(CQ) Al of the followi ng concerning applications for permts
i ssued under sections 935.06 and 935.07 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) Any additional information that nust be included with a
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pernit application;

(2) Criteria for determ ning what constitutes a species

survival program for the purposes of division (A (1) of section

935.07 of the Revised Code and requirenents and procedures that

are necessary to determne if a programneets those criteria;

(3) The content of the exanm nation specified in division
(B)(6) of section 935.05 of the Revised Code. The rul es shal

require the examnation to test an applicant's know edge on topics

that include proper diet, health care, exercise needs, and housi ng

of the species of dangerous wild aninmal or aninmls that are the

subject of the application.

(4) Procedures and requirenents concerning the adm ni stration

of the exami nation specified in division (B)(6) of section 935.05
of the Revised Code.

(D) All of the follow ng concerning applications for permts
i ssued under sections 935.09 and 935.10 of the Revi sed Code:

(1) Any additional information that nust be included with a

permt application;

(2) The content of the exanm nation specified in division
(B)Y(5) of section 935.08 of the Revised Code. The rules shal

require the examnation to test an applicant's know edge on topics

that include proper diet, health care, and housing of the species

of restricted snake or snakes that are the subject of the

application.

(3) Procedures and requirenents concerning the adm ni stration

of the exanmination specified in division (B)(5) of section 935.08
of the Revised Code.

(E) Procedures and requirenents governing the maintenance of

records under section 935.15 of the Revised Code:

(F) Standards for signs that are required to be posted and
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di spl ayed in accordance with section 935.18 of the Revi sed Code:

(G The anpunt of civil penalties that may be assessed under
section 935.24 of the Revised Code;

(H Procedures and requirenents governing the distribution of

noney under _division (B)(4) of section 935.25 of the Revised Code

fromthe dangerous and restricted aninal fund created in that

section;

(1) Any other provisions necessary to adm ni ster and enforce

this chapter.

Sec. 935.18. (A) Except for a restricted snake specified in

division (K)(1) of section 935.01 of the Revised Code, no person

shall sell or offer for sale at auction a dangerous wild aninmal or

restricted snake.

(B) No person shall knowingly renpbve a nicrochip that is

i npl anted in a dangerous wild aninmal as required in section 935.04

of the Revi sed Code.

(G No person that possesses a dangerous wild ani nal or

restricted snake shall fail to post and display any of the

foll owi ng:

(1) At intervals of ten feet along the boundary of the

property where each dangerous wild aninmal is confined, siagns

war ni ng the public that a dangerous wild animal or restricted

snake, as applicable, is on the property:;

(2) At the main entrance to the property where each dangerous

wild aninmal or restricted snake is confined, a sign warning the

public that a dangerous wild aninmal or restricted snake, as

applicable, is on the property;

(3) On a vehicle that is used to transport a dangerous w ld

animal _or restricted snake, a sign warning that a dangerous wld

animal _or restricted snake, as applicable, is in the vehicle.
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The signs shall comply with standards established in rules.

(D) No person shall know ngly rel ease a dangerous wild ani nal

or restricted snake into the wld.

(E) No person shall allow a dangerous wild ani mal or

restricted snake to roamoff the property where it is confined.

(F) No person shall renove any teeth or claws froma

dangerous wild aninmal or restricted snake, as applicable, unless

deternined to be nedically necessary by a veterinarian.

(G No person shall violate any other provisions of this

chapter or rul es.

Sec. 935.19. (A (1) The director of agriculture or the

director's designee nay enter at all reasonable tines any prenises

at which a dangerous wild aninmal or restricted snake is confined,

with the consent of the owner of the prenises, for the purpose of

determ ning conpliance with this chapter and rul es.

(2) 1If the director or the director's desiagnee is denied

access to any such prenmises, and if the director reasonably

suspects that the person who possesses the dangerous wild ani nal

or restricted snake is not in conpliance with this chapter or

rules, the director may apply to a court of conpetent jurisdiction

in the county in which the prenises is |located for a search

war rant aut hori zi ng access to the prem ses for the purposes of

this section.

(3) The court shall issue the search warrant for the purposes

requested if there is probable cause to believe that the person is

not in conpliance with this chapter or rules. The finding of

probabl e cause may be based on hearsay. provided that there is a

substantial basis for believing that the source of the hearsay is

credible and that there is a factual basis for the infornation

f urni shed.
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(B) The director may designate any of the following to

conduct inspections under this section:

(1) Enployees of the departnment of agriculture;

(2) Natural resources |law enforcenent officers with the

consent of the director of natural resources:

(3) Enpl ovees of the departnent of health with the consent of

the director of health:;

(4) Enpl oyees of a board of health with the consent of the

boar d;

(5) Agents of a humane soci ety appoi nted under section

1717. 06 of the Revised Code with the consent of the humane
society.

(C |If a person designated under division (B) of this section

deternm nes, while conducting an inspection, that a violation of

this chapter or rules has occurred, is occurring, Or may occur,

the person shall imediately notify the director of agriculture.

The director nmay proceed as provided in section 935.24 of the
Revi sed Code.

Sec. 935.20. (A) On and after January 1. 2014, the director

of agriculture imediately shall cause an investigation to be

conducted if the director has reason to believe that one of the

followi ng may be occurring:

(1) A dangerous wild aninal is possessed by a person who has

not been issued either a wildlife shelter permt or a wildlife

propagation permt under this chapter

(2) Arestricted snake is possessed by a person that has not

been issued either a restricted snake possession permt or a

restricted snake propagation pernmt under this chapter.

(3) A dangerous wild aninal or restricted snake is being
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treated or kept in a manner that is in violation of this chapter

or_rul es.

For purposes of the investigation, the director or the

director's designee may order the animl or snake that is the

subject of the notification to be quarantined or may order the

transfer of the animal or snake to a facility that is on the I|ist

nmai nt ai ned by the director under this section. If the director's

desi gnee orders the animal or snake to be gquarantined or

transferred., the designee shall provide a copy of the order to the

di rector.

(B) The director shall attenpt to notify the person owni ng or

possessi ng an _ani mal _or snake that has been ordered to be

quarantined or transferred under division (A) of this section. The

notice shall be delivered in person or by certified nail. The

director also may post a copy of a quarantine order at two

conspi cuous | ocations on the prem ses where the animal or snake is

quarantined. The director shall maintain a copy of an order issued

under this section and evidence that the director attenpted to

notify the person owning or possessing the aninmal or snake.

(CQ A quarantine or transfer order issued under this section

shall contain all of the follow ng:

(1) The nane _and address of the person owni hg or possessing

the animal or snake, if known;

(2) A description of the guarantined or transferred animal or

snake:

(3) A description of the prenises affected by the quarantine

or transfer;

(4) The reason for the quarantine or transfer;

(5) Any terns and conditions of the quarantine or transfer;

(6) A notice that a person adversely affected by the order
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may request a hearing to review the order

(D) _A person that is adversely affected by a guarantine or

transfer order pertaining to a dangerous wild aninal or restricted

snake owned or possessed by the person. within thirty days after

the order is issued., may request in witing an adjudication in

accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. A request for an

adj udi cati on does not stay a quarantine or transfer order

(E) The owner of or person possessing a dangerous wild ani ma

or restricted snake that was gquarantined or transferred under

division (A) of this section is responsible for all reasonabl e

costs associated with the quarantine or transfer, including the

costs of transportation, housing, food. and veterinary care for

the ani nal or snake.

(F) If the state veterinarian deternm nes that a dangerous

wild aninmal or restricted snake that was quaranti ned or

transferred under division (A of this section is infected with or

exposed to a dangerously contagi ous or infectious disease or is

seriously injured, the state veterinarian shall so notify the

director. The director may order the animal or snake to be

humanel v eut hani zed by a veterinarian if the state veterinarian

has indicated that euthanization is nedically necessary.

(G A quarantine or transfer order issued under this section

shall remain in effect until one of the foll owi ng occurs:

(1) The director, after reviewing the results of the

i nvestigation conducted under division (A) of this section, issues

a witten notice of rel ease.

(2) A court of conpetent jurisdiction orders the quarantine

or transfer order to be termnated in a proceedi ng conducted under

division (H of this section

(3) A court of conpetent jurisdiction orders the seizure of

the dangerous wild aninmal or restricted snake in a proceedi ng
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conduct ed under _division (H) of this section.

(H If, after reviewing the results of an investigation

concerni ng a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake conducted

under _division (A of this section and after resolution of any

proceedi ng conducted under division (D) of this section, the

director deternines that a circunstance described in division

(A (1), (2), or (3) of this section is or was occurring, the

director shall initiate, in a court of conpetent jurisdiction, a

proceedi ng for the permanent seizure of the animal or snake, as

applicable. If the court affirns the director's deternination that

a circunstance described in division (A(1). (2). or (3) of this

section is or was occurring, the court shall order the animal or

snake seized and shall order the nethod of disposition of the

ani mal _or _snake. The court may order the person owning or

possessi ng the animal or snake to pay all reasonable costs

associated with the seizure and, if applicable, the costs

associated wiwth the qguarantine or transfer of the aninal or snake,

including the costs of transportation, housing. food. and

veterinary care of the animal or snake. |If the court does not

affirmthe director's determnation, the court shall order the

quarantine or transfer order to be term nated and the animal or

snake to be returned to the person owni ng or possessing it, if

appli cabl e.

(1) The director may authorize any of the following to

conduct an investigation and order the quarantine or transfer of a

dangerous wild animal or restricted snake under division (A of

this section:

(1) Enpl oyees of the departnent of agriculture;

(2) Natural resources |aw enforcenent officers with the

consent of the director of natural resources;

(3) Enpl oyees of the departnent of health with the consent of
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the director of health;

(4) Enpl oyees of a board of health with the consent of the

boar d;

(5) Agents of a humane soci ety appoi nted under section
1717.06 of the Revised Code with the consent of the humane

society:

(6) Law enforcenent officers with the consent of the sheriff

of the county or the chief |aw enforcenent officer of the township

or _nunici pal corporation. as applicable, by whomthe | aw

enf orcenent officers are enpl oyed

(7) Law enforcenent officers who are state hi ghway patro

troopers with the consent of the superintendent of the state

hi ghway patr ol

(J) Money collected for reinbursenent of costs associ at ed

with the qguarantine or transfer of dangerous wild animls and

restricted snakes under this section shall be credited to one of

the follow ng funds, as applicabl e:

(1) If the animal or snake was quarantined or transferred by

an_enpl oyee of the departnent of agriculture or the departnent of

health, a natural resources | aw enforcenent officer, or a |aw

enforcenent officer who is a state highway patrol trooper, the

dangerous and restricted aninmal fund created in section 935.25 of
t he Revi sed Code:

(2) 1f the animal or snake was guarantined or transferred by

an_enpl ovee of a board of health, a special fund, which is hereby

created in each health district, that shall be used exclusively

for the admni strati on and enforcenent of this chapter and rul es;

(3) If the animal or snake was quarantined or transferred by

an_agent of a humane society. a special fund, which is hereby

created in each county that has a hunane society, that shall be
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used exclusively for the adm nistration and enforcenent of this

chapter and rul es;

(4) 1f the animal or snake was quarantined or transferred by

a law enforcenent officer who is not a state hi ghway patro

trooper, the special fund that is created in the political

subdi vi sion that enploys the | aw enforcenent officer in division
(D) of section 935.16 of the Revi sed Code.

(K) The director shall maintain a list of facilities inside

and outside the state that the director determnes are eligible to

accept dangerous wild animals and restricted snakes for the

pur poses of this section.

Sec. 935.21. The director of agriculture may request either

of the following to acconpany the director or an enployee of the

departnent of agriculture for purposes of investigations and

i nspecti ons conducted under this chapter:

(A A |l aw enforcenent officer;

(B) Wth the consent of the director of natural resources, a

natural resources | aw enforcenent officer

Sec. 935.22. An enployee of an agency or political

subdi vi sion of the state that destroys a dangerous wild animl or

restricted snake that is a threat to public safety is not |liable

for dannges in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to

person or property that allegedly arises fromthe destruction of

the ani nal or snake.

Sec. 935.23. (A) The owner of a restricted snake specified in

division (KN(2), (3), or (4) of section 935.01 of the Revi sed Code

shall maintain antivenomfor each species of snake at the |ocation

where each snake i s confined.

(B) If a restricted snake specified in division (K)(2)., (3),
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or (4) of section 935.01 of the Revised Code bites a person other

than the snake's owner, the owner is liable for all costs

associated with the treatnent of the bite, including the cost of

repl acenent of any antivenomthat was used to treat the bite.

Sec. 935.24. (A) The attorney general., upon request of the

director of agriculture, shall bring an action for injunction

agai nst _any person who has violated, is violating, or is

threatening to violate this chapter or rules. The court of common

pleas in which an action for injunction is filed has jurisdiction

to and shall grant prelimnary and pernanent injunctive relief

upon _a showi ng that the person against whomthe action i s brought

has violated, is violating, or is threatening to violate this

chapter or rules.

(B)(1) The director nay assess a civil penalty against any

person that the director determnes is not in conpliance with this

chapter or rul es.

(2) The director shall afford the person an opportunity for

an_adj udi cati on under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to

chall enge the director's determ nation that the person is not in

conpliance with this chapter or rules. However., the person nay

wai ve the right to an adjudi cation

(3) If the opportunity for an adjudication is waived or if,

after an adjudication, the director determ nes that a violation

has occurred or is occurring, the director nmay issue an order and

assess a civil penalty in an anmpbunt established in rul es agai nst

the violator. The order and the assessnent of the civil penalty

may be appealed in accordance with section 119.12 of the Revised
Code.

(C) The attorney general., upon request of the director, shal

crimnally prosecute to term nation any person who has violated or

is violating this chapter or rules.
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(D) Notwithstandi ng any other section of the Revi sed Code,

noney resulting fromany action taken under this section shall be

credited to the dangerous and restricted aninmal fund created in
section 935.25 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 935.25. (A) There is hereby created in the state

treasury the dangerous and restricted aninal fund. which shal

consist of all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Money collected frompernmt application fees under this

chapt er;

(2) Money credited to the fund under division (J)(1) of
section 935.20 of the Revised Code;

(3) Mney credited to the fund under division (D) of section
935. 24 of the Revised Code.

(B) Money in the fund shall be used for any of the follow ng

ur poses:

(1) Adm nistration and enforcenent of this chapter and rul es;

(2) Conpensation of the departnment of natural resources or

the state highway patrol for the costs incurred in capturing or

destroying a dangerous wild animal or restricted snake pursuant to

section 935.16 of the Revised Code;

(3) Compensation of the departnents of natural resources and

health and the state highway patrol for the costs incurred in

conducting investigations and quarantining or transferring a

dangerous wild animal or restricted snake pursuant to section
935. 20 of the Revi sed Code;

(4) Conpensation of a facility that is on the |list mintained

by the director of agriculture under division (K) of section

935.20 of the Revised Code and that accepts a dangerous wld

animal _or restricted snake pursuant to that section.
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(O Investnent earnings of the fund shall be credited to the

f und.

Sec. 935.26. (A) There is hereby created the dangerous and

restricted animals advisory board consisting of the foll ow ng

nmenbers:

(1) The director of agriculture or the director's desi gnee,

who shall be the chairperson of the board:;

(2) The director of natural resources or the director's

desi gnee;

(3) The director of health or the director's designee;

(4) The state veterinarian in the departnent of agriculture;

(5) The following ten nenbers who shall be appointed by the

governor with the advice and consent of the senate and shall be

residents of this state:

(a) One nenber representing dangerous wild ani mal or

restricted snake owners:;

(b) One nenmber who is know edgeabl e about dangerous wild

animals or restricted snakes:

(c) One nenber representing an accredited nenber of the

associ ation of zoos and aquariuns that operates in this state;

(d) One nenber representing an accredited nenber of the

zool ogi cal associ ation of Anerica;

(e) Two nenbers who are veterinarians;

(f) Two menbers representing the public;

(g) _One nenber representing the governor

(h) One nenber representing a humane society.

(6) One nenber appointed by the speaker of the house of

representatives who shall be a restricted snake owner
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(7) One nenber appointed by the president of the senate who

shall be a dangerous wild ani nal owner.

Not nore than seven nenbers appointed to the board at any

given tinme shall be nenbers of the sane political party.

(BY(1) The governor., the speaker of the house of

representatives, and the president of the senate shall nmke

initial appointnents to the board not later than forty-five days

after the effective date of this section.

(2) The following initial nenbers of the board appoi nted by

the governor shall be appointed for a term endi ng January 15,

2013:

(a) The nenber representing dangerous wild animal or

restricted snake owners:;

(b) One of the nenbers who is a veterinarian

(c) The nenber representing the governor

(d) The nenber representing an accredited nenber of the

zool ogi cal associ ation of Anerica.

(3) The following initial nenbers of the board shall be

appoi nted for a termending January 15, 2014:

(a) The nenber appointed by the speaker of the house of

representatives;

(b) The nenmber who i s know edgeabl e about dangerous wild

aninmals or restricted snakes:

(c) The nenber representing a hunane society;

(d) One of the nenbers representing the public.

(4) The following initial nmenbers of the board shall be

appoi nted for a termending January 15, 2015:

(a) The nenber appointed by the president of the senate;
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(b) The nenber representing an accredited nenber of the

associ ation of zoos and aquari uns that operates in this state;

(c) One of the nenbers representing the public;

(d) One of the nenbers who is a veterinarian

Thereafter, terns of office of appointed nmenbers shall be for

three vears with each termending on the sane day of the sanme

nonth as did the termthat it succeeds. An appoi nt ed nenber shal

hold office fromthe date of the nenber's appointnent until the

end of the termfor which the nenber was appoi nt ed.

The terns of office of the director of agriculture, the

director of natural resources, the director of health, their

desi gnees., and the state veterinarian shall coincide with the

length of tinme that the person holds the position of director or

state veterinarian or is a designee, as applicable. If a director

a designee, or the state veterinarian resigns or that person's

enpl oynent is term nated, that person shall cease to serve on the

board, and the successor of that person shall serve on the board

in accordance with this section

(G Vacancies on the board shall be filled in the manner

provi ded for original appointnents. A nenber appointed to fill a

vacancy occurring prior to the expiration of the termfor which

the nenber's predecessor was appointed shall hold office for the

remai nder of that term A nenber shall continue in office

subsequent to the expiration date of the nenber's termuntil the

nenber's successor takes office, or until a period of one hundred

ei ghty days has el apsed. whi chever occurs first. A nenber may be

reappoi nted upon the expiration of the nmenber's term

(D) The board shall hold at | east three requl ar neetings each

vear and may hold additional neetings at tines that the

chairperson or a mpjority of the board nenbers considers

appropriate. At the first neeting of the board in each cal endar
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vear, the director of agriculture or the director's desi gnee shal

desi gnate one nenber of the board to serve as its

vice-chairperson. A majority of the board constitutes a guorum

The board may act only if a quorumis present and only by a

majority vote of the nenbers

(E) Serving as an appoi nted nenber of the board does not

constitute holding a public office or position of enploynment under

the laws of this state and does not constitute grounds for renpva

of public officers or enployees fromtheir offices or positions of

enpl oynment .

(F) Appointed nmenbers of the board shall receive no

conpensation for their services. Menbers shall be reinbursed for

their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of

their duties as nenbers. The expenses shall be paid fromthe

dangerous and restricted aninmal fund created in section 935.25 of

the Revised Code. The expenses shall be paid in accordance with

the rules and requirenents adopted by the departnent of

adm nistrative services that are applicable to state enpl oyees.

(G The board may create conmittees that it considers

appropriate to nake recommendations to the board. Committees nmy

i ncl ude nmenbers who do not serve on the board.

(H The board shall do both of the follow ng:

(1) Review the rules that have been or are proposed to be
adopt ed under_divisions (A)(2) and (B) of section 935.17 of the
Revi sed Code:

(2) Advise the director of agriculture on the admnistration

of this chapter and rul es.

Sec. 935.99. (A) Whoever violates division (A). (B, (Q
(BE). (F), or (G of section 935.18 of the Revised Code is quilty

of a nisdeneanor of the first dearee on a first offense and a
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felony of the fifth degree on each subsequent offense.

(B) Whoever violates division (D) of section 935.18 of the

Revi sed Code is quilty of a felony of the fifth degree.

Sec. 1533.71. (A) Unless otherw se provided by division rule,
any person desiring to engage in the business of raising and
selling game birds, gane quadrupeds, reptiles, anphibians, or
fur-bearing animals in a wholly encl osed preserve of which the
person is the owner or |essee, or to have gane birds, gane
guadr upeds, reptiles, anphibians, or fur-bearing animals in
captivity, shall apply in witing to the division of wildlife for

a license to do so.

(B) The division, when it appears that the application is
made in good faith and upon the paynent of the fee for each
license, may issue to the applicant any of the follow ng |icenses

that may be applied for:

A-(1) "Conmmercial propagating license" pernmitting the
licensee to propagate gane birds, gane quadrupeds, reptiles,
anphi bi ans, or fur-bearing animals in the wholly encl osed preserve
the location of which is stated in the Iicense and the application
therefor, and to sell the propagated game birds, gane quadrupeds,
reptiles, anphibians, or fur-bearing aninmals and ship them from
the state alive at any tinme, and permitting the |licensee and the
licensee's enployees to kill the propagated ganme birds, game
guadr upeds, or fur-bearing animals and sell the carcasses for food
subj ect to sections 1533.70 to 1533.80 of the Revised Code. The

fee for such a license is forty dollars per annum

£Br(2) "Noncommercial propagating |license" permtting the
|icensee to propagate game birds, gane quadrupeds, reptiles,
anphi bi ans, or fur-bearing animals and to hold the animals in

captivity. Ganme birds, gane quadrupeds, reptiles, anphibians, and

Page 45

1299

1300
1301

1302
1303
1304
1305
1306
1307
1308
1309

1310
1311
1312
1313

1314
1315
1316
1317
1318
1319
1320
1321
1322
1323
1324

1325
1326
1327
1328



S. B. No. 310
As Introduced

fur-bearing ani mals propagated or held in captivity by authority
of a nonconmercial propagating |icense are for the |icensee's own
use and shall not be sold. The fee for such a license is

twenty-five dollars per annum

{S-(3) Afree "raise to release license" permtting duly
organi zed cl ubs, associations, or individuals approved by the
division to engage in the raising of gane birds, gane quadrupeds,
or fur-bearing animals for release only and not for sale or

personal use.

(C) Except as provided by law, no person shall possess gane
bi rds, ganme quadrupeds, or fur-bearing animals in closed season,
provi ded that nunicipal or governmental zool ogical parks are not

required to obtain the |licenses provided for in this section

All licenses issued under this section shall expire on the

fifteenth day of March of each year

The chief of the division of wildlife shall pay all noneys
received as fees for the issuance of |icenses under this section
into the state treasury to the credit of the fund created by
section 1533.15 of the Revised Code for the use of the division in
t he purchase, preservation, and protection of wild animals and for
the necessary clerical help and forns required by sections 1533.70
to 1533.80 of the Revised Code.

(D) This section does not authorize the taking or the rel ease

for taking of the follow ng:

(1) Gane birds, without first obtaining a conercial bird
shooting preserve license issued under section 1533.72 of the
Revi sed Code;

(2) Gane or nonnative wildlife, without first obtaining a
wi | d animal hunting preserve license issued under section 1533.721
of the Revi sed Code.
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(E) Alicense shall not be issued under this section to raise 1359
or sell a dangerous wild aninmal or restricted snake as defined in 1360
section 935.01 of the Revised Code. 1361
Section 2. That existing section 1533.71 and section 2927.21 1362

of the Revised Code are hereby repeal ed. 1363



