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129th General Assembly
Regular Session S.J.R.No. 1
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Senator Grendell
Cosponsors: Senators Faber, Jones, Wagoner, Cates, Schaffer, Bacon,

Daniels, LaRose, Jordan

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to enact Section 21 of Article | of the
Constitution of the State of Chio to preserve the
freedom of Onhioans to choose their health care and

heal t h care coverage.

Be it resolved by the General Assenbly of the State of Chio,
three-fifths of the nmenmbers elected to each house concurring
herein, that there shall be submitted to the electors of the
state, in the manner prescribed by law at the general election to
be hel d Novenmber 8, 2011, a proposal to enact Section 21 of
Article | of the Constitution of the State of Chio to read as

foll ows:

ARTI CLE |

Section 21. (A) To preserve the freedom of Ohi oans to choose

their health care and health care coverage:

(1) No law or rule shall conpel, directly or indirectly, any

person, enployver. or health care provider to participate in a

health care system

(2) No law or rule shall prohibit the purchase of health care

or health insurance or the sale of health care or health

i nsur ance.
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(3) No law or rule shall inpose a penalty or fine for the

purchase or sale of health care or health insurance.

(B) This section does not affect any law or rule in effect as

of March 19, 2010; affect which services a health care provider or

hospital is required to performor provide; affect terns and

condi tions of governnent enploynent; affect any law or rule

calculated to deter fraud or punish wongdoing in the health care

industry: or affect any law or rule related to workers'

conpensati on.

(C) As used in this section

(1) "Compel" includes the levving of, or the threat of

levying, any penalty or fine.

(2) "Health care systeml neans any public or private entity

or _program whose function or purpose includes the managenent of,

processing of, enrollnment of individuals for, or paynent for. in

full or in part, health care services, health care data, or health

care information for its participants.

(3) "Penalty or fine" neans any civil or crimnal penalty or

fine, tax, salary or wage w thholding or surcharge. or any naned

fee with a simlar effect established by law or by rule of a

gover nnent - establ i shed, -created, or -controlled agency that is

used to puni sh or discourage the exercise of rights protected

under this section

EFFECTI VE DATE

If adopted by a majority of the electors voting on this
proposal at the general election held Novenber 8, 2011, Section 21
of Article | of the Constitution of the State of Chio shall take

effect i mediately.
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