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House Agriculture Committee
Proponent Testimony - House Bill 60
May 26, 2015

Chairman Hill, Vice Chair Burkley, Ranking Member Patterson and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today.  My name is Corey Roscoe and I am the State Director for The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS).  On behalf of HSUS and our nearly half a million members and supporters in Ohio, I am pleased to present Proponent testimony on House Bill 60. 

House Bill 60 is reasonable and balanced.  This bill targets only egregious, malicious acts of cruelty upon companion animals. House Bill 60 also gives the cruelty statute a much needed update, making its application more reasonably balanced.  Current statute possesses no gradation for offenses. Whereas no acts of animal cruelty are acceptable, an individual who kills and mutilates a family dog can receive the same penalty as someone who fails to provide shelter for a dog. Meaning an individual that harms an animal resulting in no serious harm or injury to the animal receives the same penalty as an individual who maims tortures or even kills a companion animal.  This bill seeks to address companion animals that are tortured as a result of a depraved act by an individual who, as the research demonstrates, is likely to go on to commit further violent crimes with human victims.  

These are serious crimes committed by individuals that pose a grave threat to the welfare and safety of our community and point to the need for our prosecutors to have the discretion to leverage felony charges for first-offense egregious cases. A vast majority of daily animal cruelty complaints received by local humane societies are acts of neglect or failure to care. It’s hard to anticipate how many cases would rise to the level of egregious to warrant a felony, and we believe that not every case should seek a felony penalty, but having this provision would help when those incidences do occur. 

In the last General Assembly, legislators passed SB 177 which extends protection orders in cases of domestic violence to family pets that ultimately further validates the connection of animal abuse and interpersonal domestic violence. Research has shown animal cruelty to be a “red flag” for other future violent crimes. Intentional animal abuse is often seen in association with other serious crimes including assault, weapons violations, sexual assault, and child abuse. This future predictor is so strong that the FBI is now tracking animal cruelty as its own category and including it in the Uniform Crime Report and cites a history of animal abuse in childhood as one of the most reliable predictors of future violence as an adult.  






[bookmark: _GoBack]Ohio law already recognizes the need for strengthened penalties under certain circumstances. Currently, any person or facility that holds a commercial kennel license, whether that is a boarding, training, breeder, or rescue facility is now subject to felony level penalties on a first-offense. These provisions protect animals wherever a kennel license is in effect with the exception of large breeding facility (puppy mill) but do not extend to animals that face similar harms under the care of a non-commercial kennel licensed caregiver. 
[bookmark: _ednref6]   
For all of these reasons, we support the passage of House Bill 60 and feel strongly that it protects not only animals, but potential human victims from serious, violent crimes.

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Corey Roscoe
State Director, Ohio
croscoe@humanesociety.org 
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