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Working together to stop violence
against people and animals





The National Resource Center on The LINK between

Animal Abuse and Human Violence

37 Hillside Road  ●  Stratford, NJ 08084  ●  856-627-5118

www.NationalLinkCoalition.org   ●   arkowpets@snip.net

May 26, 2015

To the Ohio General Assembly:

Legislative bodies worldwide have a tendency to see animal cruelty legislation as a matter that solely affects the welfare of animals. However, extensive and increasingly compelling scientific literature is reviving an older idea that acts of animal cruelty, abuse and neglect affect human health and public safety. This new research, which we call “The LINK” between animal abuse and interpersonal violence, demonstrates repeatedly that animal cruelty is not a separate issue, but rather a predictor crime, an indicator crime, and a component within the continuum of other forms of family violence.

Consequently, the National LINK Coalition – with our 2,400 members in all 50 states (including 75 in Ohio) is in support of legislation such as H 60.
We believe that the prevention of family and community violence can best be achieved through partnerships representing multi-species perspectives. The National Link Coalition believes that through the recognition and integration of this understanding into policies and practices, humans and animals will be measurably safer.

Considerable evidence corroborates the LINK between animal abuse and domestic violence, child maltreatment and elder abuse. The accompanying flyer describes the most salient research. Many thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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Phil Arkow, Coordinator

The National LINK Coalition[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]
