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Chairman Hill, Vice-Chair Burkley, Ranking Member Patterson, and members of the House Agriculture and Rural Committee: thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on House Concurrent Resolution 33.  
HCR 33 pledges our support for the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks as a United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage Site. Earning this inscription on the World Heritage List is the highest international honor possible for a heritage site. The Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks located in Warren County, Ross County, and Licking County, were the epicenter of a vibrant American Indian culture that lived in Ohio approximately 2,000 years ago. 

These sites were ceremonial and social centers; characterized by enormous earthwork constructions that feature precise geometric shapes, standard units of measure, accurate alignments to the rising and setting of the sun and moon. In addition, deposits of artifacts of exceptional artistic merit crafted from exotic raw materials obtained from as far away as the coast of the Atlantic Ocean and the Rocky Mountains.
World Heritage designation brings not only international recognition, but huge increases to international and domestic tourism and job creation. The World Heritage designation would significantly increase tourism to Ohio by around 200,000 visitors annually. An estimated 10 percent of those visitors would be international. This would result in about $56 million in incremental direct spending, $80 million in total spending increases, growing to $100 million annually after five years (The BaxStarr Consulting Group research). The initial financial impacts would create $21 million in additional annual wages in Ohio and over $5 million in annual state and local tax revenues. 
Once again, Chairman Hill and members of the Ohio House Agriculture and Rural Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer sponsor testimony on behalf of HCR 33. I would be happy to answer any questions.
