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[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Hill, Vice Chairman Burkley, Ranking Member Patterson, and members of the committee, I thank you for the opportunity to testify on HR 214 today. 

House Resolution 214 was created to encourage support for the agreement that was reached between Ontario, Michigan, and Ohio, regarding the reduction of phosphorous in the western basin of Lake Erie. 

In 2012, the United States and Canada signed the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, committing both to combat the growth of toxic algae in Lake Erie, and to develop updated bi-national phosphorous reduction targets. In February of 2016, Ontario, Michigan, and Ohio signed an agreement with a goal to achieve a 40 percent reduction in the amount of phosphorus entering Lake Erie’s western basin by 2025, with an interim goal of 20 percent reduction by the year 2020.

As you know, the city of Toledo experienced a three-day ban on the use of drinking water in the summer of 2014 due to the presence of high algal blooms. Tens of thousands of people kept faucets turned off and left their homes in search of clean water. They waited in long lines, and drove many miles away, even across state lines, in search of bottled water. 

Now is the time to make changes that will ensure the safety of our great lakes. Jeff Reutter, the former director of the Ohio Sea Grant College Program, has said that because Lake Erie is relatively shallow, water cycles through the western basin quickly (in about 50 days). With a significant reduction in phosphorus entering the western basin, the blue-green algae that contaminated Toledo’s water in 2014 could disappear within several years. By setting the goal of a 40 percent reduction, we hope to start to minimize the low oxygen dead zones in Lake Erie, maintain a healthy aquatic ecosystem, and keep algal blooms at safe levels that will not pose a threat to those who depend on the lake. 

It is so important that we, as members of the 131st General Assembly, support this agreement for a reduction of phosphorus in Lake Erie to keep our water, and Ohioans, healthy. 

Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to speak on behalf of an issue that is very important to not only myself, but all those who depend on our Great Lakes. 

Sincerely,
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