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Chair Johnson, Vice Chair Perales, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the Armed 
Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, thank you for allowing me the 
opportunity to testify today on behalf of House Bill 464. 
 
Representative Brinkman and I were contacted by constituents who became commissioned 
officers in the United States armed forces. As a newly commissioned officer serving in 
Regular Army  and former recipient of the Ohio National Guard Scholarship, under Ohio 
law, both young men now must repay their scholarship to the state.  
 
In Ohio, eligible National Guard members may participate in the National Guard 
Scholarship Program, which provides members with scholarships at colleges and 
universities. A scholarship recipient who does not complete the term of enlistment in the 
National Guard is liable to the state for repayment of a percentage of all scholarship monies 
paid plus interest.  
 
This is a result of House Bill 153, which made revisions to the Ohio National Guard 
Scholarship Program in the 129th General Assembly. The legislation established the method 
in which the Adjutant General is to approve Ohio National Guard Scholarships for eligible 
applicants and also clarified when a scholarship recipient was liable for repayment. The act 
removed the original exception for scholarship recipients enlisting in the active 
component, or an active reserve component, of the United States armed forces, making 
them liable to repay a percentage of the Ohio National Guard Scholarship, plus interest at 
the rate of 10%. 
 
Prior to House Bill 153 in the 129th General Assembly, a scholarship recipient could enlist 
in the active or active reserve components of the United States armed forces without 
incurring any liability for repayment.  
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For this reason, Representative Brinkman and I have introduced House Bill 464, which 
clarifies that when a National Guard scholarship recipient chooses to enlist or is 
commissioned into the Regular Army (active duty) in the United States armed forces, he or 
she is not liable for repayment of the National Guard scholarship. A substitute bill will be 
forthcoming to ensure that this language is retroactive. In effect, for the specific 
circumstance of the election to serve in the active duty force, House Bill 464 will revert 
Ohio law back to the position of the ORC prior to House Bill 153 in the 129th General 
Assembly. 
 
These brave men and women should not be penalized for their commitment to the United 
States and the state of Ohio for enlisting or being commissioned in the active duty forces.  I 
believe that we are unfairly burdening them with debt that is undeserved and 
counterproductive. We must reverse the mistake that was made in House Bill 153. 
Ultimately, the state of Ohio benefits from the scholarship money they paid to these 
soldiers as they put their lives on the line to defend America and become productive Ohio 
citizens after their service is complete. 
 
Thank you again for allowing me the opportunity to testify today on behalf of House Bill 
464. I am happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 
 


