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Sponsor Testimony on HB 464

[bookmark: _GoBack]Good afternoon Chairman Johnson, Vice Chairman Perales, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee. I appreciate this chance to testify on House Bill 464.

As Representative Terhar has said, this issue concerning the National Guard scholarship has been brought to our attention by several of our constituents.  These are individuals who used the Ohio National Guard scholarship to pay for college and have now determined to commit themselves to the defense of our country by joining the United States Armed Services.  The Ohio Revised Code before the 129th General Assembly would not have hindered them.  As the law currently stands, these young Ohio patriots must now pay back thousands of dollars plus 10% interest.  Representative Terhar and I agree that it is a mistake to saddle patriotic Ohio citizens with oppressive debt as they prepare to deploy overseas and put their lives on the line for our country. 

This bill is in no way a loophole in the scholarship, nor is it meant to downplay the importance of our Ohio National Guard.  The state allots money to Ohio students so that they will, in return, promise to devote their time to the service of our state.  As we are all aware, Ohio is not an independent political entity, but one united with fifty other states and protected by a unified national armed service.  These students who choose to enlist in the United States armed forces still serve the state of Ohio; they merely serve in a different role.

Representative Terhar and I are well aware of the great things the Ohio National Guard does for our state.  We are proud that young citizens of Ohio willingly pledge themselves to protect and serve us within our state boundaries.  This does not mean that we cannot also be proud to see our young men and women pledge their lives to defend us against threats well beyond our boarders.  

Before its amendment in the 129th General Assembly, the Ohio National Guard scholarship supported service both at home and abroad.  By the introduction of House Bill 464, I hope to show our state’s support of a group of Ohio citizens who are being imposed with substantial financial burden in their attempt to serve.

Thank you for listening to my testimony as a sponsor of House Bill 464.  I am open to answering whatever questions you may have.
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