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Chairman Johnson, Vice-Chair Terhar, Ranking Member Craig, and Members of the Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support of House Bill 464.
My name is Philip Wuerdeman, I am from Cincinnati Ohio. More specifically I am from the Colerain area where I graduated from Colerain high school in 2012. After my completion of High school I started at the University of Cincinnati, studying Criminal Justice. During my freshmen year of college I decided to join the Ohio National Guard. I went to Basic training the following summer in Ft. Benning, GA. Since then I have served in the National Guard with the 324th Military Police Company in Middletown, OH. Upon returning from basic training I caught interest for ROTC. After talking to friends and family who were in the military I decided that being a leader was the path I wanted to take. I received my contract with ROTC the first week of my spring semester sophomore year. 

As a cadet I gave ROTC everything I had to offer, knowing that receiving a commission in the active duty army is competitive and only getting more competitive every year. During my time I was very involved in the program. I pledged into the National Society of Pershing Rifles (PR’s), an honorary fraternity through ROTC and the University. While in PR’s I was elected to be the Inspector General in my company, one of two elected positions. I was selected to go on a CULP (cultural understanding and language proficiency) mission. Roughly a third of the cadets who apply for a CULP mission get selected. I went to Romania for twenty days, to teach and learn from Romanian Air Force cadets. I was ranked sixth in my class of twenty eight. During the spring semester of my senior year I was selected to be the Cadet Battalion Commander. I was ultimately responsible for everything the battalion did or did not do. There are only two Cadet Battalion Commanders selected each year, one for each semester. For me this was a complete honor, the cadre trusted me to run the battalion. It was also a great learning opportunity as a future army leader. 

I have just recently graduated from the University of Cincinnati, with a degree in Criminal Justice, a minor in sociology, and a focus area in military science. I have made dean’s list every semester but the two my freshmen year.  I have also just recently commissioned as a second lieutenant in the active duty army. I will be a military police officer, and will be stationed in Germany as my first duty location

Even though I have chosen to further my career and give to this county even more. I am being punished for leaving the Ohio National Guard. Due to the changes made to section 5919.34 of the Ohio Revised Code, which took effect April 1, 2012. At the time I enlisted I did not understand what this meant. Nor do I believe that my recruiter and many others understood it or even knew about it. 


To be bluntly honest I did not always want to be in the army. I have seriously considered going into education and law enforcement. Upon attending college and growing an interest in ROTC I decided that I wanted to go full time active duty as an army officer. I have always had trouble with sitting back and staying quiet, this is why I decided to become a United States Army officer. The thing to notice about the three occupations I stated was that they are all civil servants. I have no desire to make millions of dollars; all I want to do is give back to the community and family that helped me become who I am today. This is why I decided to join the National Guard, to give back to my community knowing that the National Guard focuses on the state in which it serves.  


The current law, as enacted by H.B.153, treats those service members who have an ONG scholarship and who receive an Honorable Discharge from the Ohio National Guard and go on Active Duty exactly the same as those who enlist and then quit, go AWOL, fail a drug test, or are arrested and discharged under less than honorable conditions.  


My question is simple. Why Am I labeled and put in the same category as those who wish to go back on their word, and not serve their state or country? I have decided to give my entire life to my country by going active duty. This will not and cannot deter me from doing what I see as my obligation to my family and country. But why am I being punished for it?

I have enjoyed my time in the National Guard, and learned a tremendous amount about the army and myself. My base contract is for six years active duty, I cannot tell you at this moment if I will get out or if I will continue on as an active duty officer. I have thought about it and I can tell you that once I have completed my time on the active duty side I would consider coming back to the National Guard. That was before I knew about the changes that were made. 


Traditionally when someone joins the National Guard they sign up for an eight year contract. Six being a part time soldier, two being inactive reserves. With the changes that have been made, I have heard of people only signing up for three years. This is so that they will not be punished for leaving when their contract ends. When someone enlists they spend on average anywhere from four months to a year being trained. The solider is getting something out of it, but the state losses opportunities to use their skills, and keep them in. 

As being a member of the National Guard and someone who was being trained to be an officer, I sat in on the leaders meetings and saw firsthand the reports that would be sent up to superiors and down to subordinates. The State of Ohio is struggling with retention right now. Keeping people in past their first enlistment is on the decline. They get through school and get out, for the most part. The senior leaders are getting out as well, so those slots are either sitting empty or being filled by someone of lower rank that might not be ready for that position. I personally could not see myself returning after my base six years, or more if I decide to stay in. Bringing that experience from the active duty is a great opportunity for the National Guard. 


I have not received any kind of notification that I will have to pay back the state, but I know that it is coming. I cannot tell you how much I will owe either. I only know because of the efforts of the people that have come before me and are paying off this debt right now. 


This is why I implore you to pass House Bill 464. House Bill 464 will stop penalizing soldiers who wish to serve on active duty, and who are only guilty of wanting to do more for America. I have never been the type to seek out or expect appreciation for what I have done or what I am about to start, but this is not what I had in mind. The passage of House Bill 464, will demonstrate to the men and women soldiers from Ohio, that we do appreciate their sacrifices and commitment to defend America.  

Thank you again for allowing me the opportunity to provide testimony supporting House Bill 464.
