Proponent Testimony for House Bill 464
 Jackson Kosztala
House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Johnson, Vice-Chair Terhar, Ranking Member Craig, and Members of the Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support of House Bill 464.

	My name is Jackson Kosztala, and I have been a resident of Cincinnati for the majority of my life. At the age of 5 months I was adopted from Vietnam, and came to live with my current parents here in Cincinnati from that time. I live nestled between Hyde Park, O’Bryanville, and Evanston. My father works for Hamilton County as a Plan Examiner, and has been a county employee for 24 years. My mother worked for Cincinnati Public Library’s for some time, but transitioned into her own freelance business. I graduated from Walnut Hills High School in 2011. My family is very much the average, hard-working, middle-class family; something I take deep pride in. 

	After high school, I attended Northern Kentucky University for 2 years before feeling the need to come back to Cincinnati, subsequently transferring to the University of Cincinnati. Due to financial hardships I decided to look into the ROTC program and the Army. In 2013, prior to my first semester at UC, I enlisted in the Ohio National Guard and left for Basic Training that summer. My father was a major supporter of my decision, having served in the Army from 1970-1973.  He knew I could serve my country, continue my education, and eventually become an Officer in the Army. In 2014, I accepted a contract with ROTC as a Simultaneous Membership Program (SMP) cadet. This past weekend I received my commission, becoming a 2nd Lieutenant, and accomplishing all of my goals. I was selected for active duty service, and will be serving as a Military Police Officer in the 97th MP Battalion at Fort Riley, KS. It was a competitive process and I am very fortunate to have this distinct privilege and honor. 

	During my ROTC career at UC I was committed to academic excellence, as well as ROTC duties. I was a Dean’s List recipient every semester at UC, and not to mention twice at NKU. I graduated Magna Cum Laude, with a degree in Criminal Justice, and hope to one day pursue my dream of becoming a lawyer. During my time in ROTC I was selected to numerous leadership positions, and this last semester I was selected to be the Battalion Executive Officer; second in command in the cadet chain of command. I was in charge of all operations conducted within ROTC and assisted in all management aspects within ROTC. I am proud of the work I accomplished and how much I learned in this position. Above all I most proud of the growth I, and my staff underneath me, experienced. The officer I am today is due to this training. 

	When I first enlisted OHNG, it was never brought to my attention of the Ohio Code Revision 5919.34 in 2012, which made soldiers in the OHNG repay their scholarship for transitioning into Active Duty. The only way to not pay it back is either death or medical discharge. However, those included in repayment are those that fail physical requirements, drug infractions, and felonious behavior. While I do not believe it was done out of malice, I believe there was some oversight on this new revision. It was never highlighted to me, or other contactees, and had it not been for other soldiers affected, I still would not know. 

	The financial dilemma Ohio is left in for SMP cadets going Active Duty is a drop in the bucket compared to the total amount of money the OHNG spends each year on it’s tuition program. Also, in terms of retention, if a newly commissioned officer is affected by this revision, the chances of them returning to organization that penalized them for serving their country is extremely low. Having high ranking officers returning from Active Duty that have a positive outlook on that organization changes everything. My term on Active Duty is for 6 years, the equivalent to that of a typical National Guard contract. I believe my time commitment is more than equal to that if I stayed in the OHNG. 

	Please place yourself in my, and my peer’s shoes, for a moment. Getting an opportunity to further our commitment to this great country, only to be punished with, what is the equivalent to, a loan at 10% interest. Our blood, our sweat, and our tears that we sacrifice for this country will be the same, regardless of our component. 

	I IMPLORE you to pass House Bill 464, and find a solution so myself, and other soldiers are not punished for only trying to continue our service. One team, one fight. The Ohio National Guard is not losing a solider. America is gaining a highly motivated and dedicated one that would do this no matter the price.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	I thank you again for giving me the opportunity to provide testimony supporting House Bill 464. I trust that the members of this committee will do the right thing in the interest of it’s citizens, it’s soldiers, Ohio, and the United States of America. Thank you.  
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