Proponent Testimony for House Bill 464

  Chris M Ketteman 
House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Johnson, Vice-Chair Terhar, Ranking Member Craig, and Members of the Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support of House Bill 464.
My name is Chris Ketteman and I have been serving the citizens of the State of Ohio and Nation for over 32 years.  My first four years of service were as an active duty member of the United States Army which was then followed by 28 years in Law Enforcement. I am also the father of 2nd Lieutenant John Robert Ketteman, who also chose to serve his citizens and who is currently in the United States Army stationed at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky.  Due to the changes made to section 5919.34 of the Ohio Revised Code, which took effect April 1, 2012, John is also one of the soldiers who are being penalized for leaving the Ohio National Guard and answering the call to serve his Country full time.
While attending the University of Cincinnati, John made the decision to join the Military, he enlisted as an infantryman with Ohio Army National Guard his freshman year at the University of Cincinnati.  As part of his enlistment, he was offered (and accepted) the Ohio National Guard Scholarship to help pay for his tuition.  While attending UC and serving in the Ohio National Guard,  John decided that he not only wanted to be a Soldier, but he wanted to lead them as well, so he decided to enroll in the ROTC program at UC .  While at UC, John not only made the Dean’s List each year, but he also attended Basic Training after his Freshman year, trained with his Guard Unit without missing a drill, and fulfilled his commitments to the UC ROTC  program which included a multi week officer training program over the summer. 
As graduation approached, John was ranked in the top 20% and was given the choice of applying for Active Duty, U.S. Army Reserves or Army National Guard.  John felt compelled to serve his Country full time, so he applied for an active duty commission with the United States Army.  Knowing full well that he may not be selected for Active Duty, John was prepared to accept a commission with the Guard and serve the Citizens of our State in that capacity. On May 2, 2015 John was selected for active duty and commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant United States Army.  
On June 8th 2015, while at Ft. Lee Va. for training, John received a letter from the State of Ohio Adjutant General’s Department, Office of ONG Scholarship, saying he owed $12,005.71 for failure to complete the terms of his Ohio National Guard contract because he went active duty. In this letter, it stated that the balance will incur interest at a rate of 10% and that John is open to civil action and is liable for expenses in prosecuting, court cost and attorney fees related to the recoupment of the debt. 
The same week John received his HONORABLE DISCHARGE Certificate from the Ohio Army National Guard dated April 30, 2015 as a testimonial of honest and faithful service, he also received a coupon book from the State of Ohio forcing him to make $300.00 monthly payments to the State for the privilege of Defending the United States of America. 
The changes made to Section 5919.34 of the Ohio Revised Code by the 129th General Assembly with House Bill 153, removed the original exception for scholarship recipients which was enlistment or commission in the active component of the United States Armed Forces, or active reserve forces component of the United States Armed.
I do not believe the 129th General Assembly fully understood the impact and the unintended consequences that the changes made by House Bill 153 would have on soldiers.  The change to Ohio Revised Code 5919.34 by the 129th General Assembly has effectively placed a surcharge, fee, or tax on any soldier who had accepted the ONG scholarship and is then selected by the United States Army to serve his/her Country full time.
The current law, as enacted by H.B.153, treats those service members who have an ONG scholarship and who receive an Honorable Discharge from the Ohio National Guard and go on Active Duty EXACTLY the same as those who enlist and then quit, go AWOL, fail a drug test, or are arrested and discharged under less than honorable conditions.  Those who strive to improve themselves, their state, and their Nation are treated the very same as those who the Ohio National Guard wishes to remove from its ranks as quickly as possible.  Where is the logic in that?
These are the same highly trained soldiers who will possess years of active duty experience, multiple deployments and will likely be looking to transition into the National Guard or Army Reserve once their active duty obligations are met. The passage of House Bill 464 will make that decision easier for them because they were not penalized for going active duty.
House Bill 464 recognizes the important role that the Ohio National Guard, Reserves and Active Duty soldiers each play in the defense of America. And understands that today’s Military relies heavily on soldiers from each component to make the United States Military the best in the world. 
House Bill 464 will demonstrate to the men and women soldiers from Ohio that we do appreciate their sacrifices and commitment to defend America, no matter which component they serve in.  
The State of Ohio is still benefiting, as many soldiers who leave active duty after their commitment ends, join the Ohio National Guard.   
Thank you again for allowing me the opportunity to provide testimony supporting House Bill 464.
