Proponent Testimony for House Bill 464

 John Robert Ketteman 
House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee 
Chairman Johnson, Vice-ChairTerhar, Ranking Member Craig, and Members of the Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony in support of House Bill 464.
My name is John Robert Ketteman, I am a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Army and currently stationed at Ft. Campbell Kentucky.  I am one of the soldiers that the State of Ohio is penalizing for serving his Country full time with the changes that were made to section 5919.34 Ohio Revised code and that went into effect April 1, 2012. I started my journey to the United States Army after graduating Anderson High School and attending the University of Cincinnati, where I enrolled in the ROTC program my freshman year. I met with the Army Ohio National Guard Recruiter from the University of Cincinnati and then enlisted/ contracted with the Ohio National Guard April 17, 2012. During my junior / senior year of college and after having attended basic training and officer training school, I realized that I wanted to do more for my Country than what the Ohio National Guard could provide and that I wanted to go active duty Army. I applied for an active duty commission with United States Army and was selected among the top 20% of all who applied to go active duty and accepted the commission. Had I not been selected I would have remained in the Ohio Army National Guard.
 On May 2nd 2015 I graduated from the University of Cincinnati and was commissioned as an Officer to 2nd Lieutenant, in The United States Army. Approximately one week later I reported for duty at Ft. Lee Va.  On June 8th 2015, I received a letter from the State of Ohio Adjutant General’s Department, Office of ONG Scholarship, for recoupment of tuition grant monies owing $12,005.71. It is based on my separation orders from the Ohio National Guard, for failure to complete the terms of my six (6) year enlistment, because I went active duty. It should be noted, that I completed three (3) years of enlistment, and received an Honorable Discharge from the Army National Guard dated April 30, 2015 as a testimonial of honest and faithful service. 
After I was notified that I owed $12,005.71, I began to research the reason and was provided a copy of my initial contract, that I signed on April 17, 2012 with the Ohio National Guard where they simply removed (Enlistment or Commission in the active component of the United States Armed Forces or the active reserve forces component of the United States Armed Forces) from the second paragraph.
This is a result of changes that were made to Ohio Revised Code 5919.34 by the 129th General Assembly.  I can assure you, that this was never fully explained, discussed or mentioned to me by my recruiter or even fully understood by him (SFC Michael Vanover).  I believe that I am one of the first of many, who were or will be affected by this change since I signed the paper work 17 days after the effective changes took place and was commissioned on May 1st 2015 and reported for active duty May 9th, 2015, which I believe is the first graduating class being affected by the change.

I do not believe the amount of money being recouped under this change to Ohio Revised Code 5919.34, by the Ohio State Legislatures is worth the damage to the reputation and image of the State of Ohio or of The Ohio National Guard, on how they treat their men and women soldiers from Ohio who are selected to go active duty for their country.  

In the Ohio Legislative Service Commission Final Analysis report on the section Scholarship Recipient Liability for Repayment the last sentence of the section states the following:

Under prior law, a scholarship recipient could enlist in the active or reserve components of the United States armed forces without incurring any liability for repayment. 
I believe being selected to go into the active duty Armed Forces and willing to fight and die for your Country is repayment enough.

We are the same soldiers that will have years of active duty experience, deployments and training that the Ohio National Guard will try to recruit when our active duty commitment ends.  I highly doubt that I, or any other soldier would even consider joining the Ohio National Guard, given the treatment we received because we went active duty. 

I believe the men and women soldiers such as myself, should be praised and not penalized for our commitment to our Country which includes the State of Ohio, for going active duty, not forced to repay the scholarship money. 
The State of Ohio is still benefiting from the scholarship money they paid to us soldiers, as we are also the ones defending America.
Would it make more sense to look into the feasibility of recoupment of the scholarship money from federal resources instead of from the men and women choosing to serve this country? 

Thank you again for allowing me the opportunity to submit my written testimony supporting House Bill 464.
