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Chairman Johnson, Vice-Chair Terhar, Ranking Member Craig, and Members of the Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and Public Safety Committee:
Thank you for the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony in support of House Bill 464. 
My name is Korey D. Jordan II and I am a Second Lieutenant in the United States Army Corps of Engineers. I recently commissioned on April 29, 2016 through the Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) at the University of Cincinnati. I am a proud resident of Cincinnati, OH, where my mother serves as a Police Officer in the Cincinnati Police Department. I graduated from Clark Montessori High School in 2012 and from the University of Cincinnati in 2016 with a BS in Biology.
Prior to commissioning, I was honorably discharged from the Ohio National Guard, April 28, 2016, for accepting a commission in the Regular Army. I enlisted on January 31, 2013 in the Ohio National Guard and served in good conduct in the 2-107th Calvary Regiment until my honorable discharge, while using the Ohio National Guard Scholarship Program. I would like to explain my experience and how it exhibits that the amendment made to section 5919.34 Ohio Revised Code that went into effect on April 1, 2012 penalizes those who decide to lead America’s sons and daughters as an Active Duty Officer. 
The provision states that, “…participants in the program who do not complete their service obligation and who enlisted after April 1, 2012 are required to repay their tuition assistance.” In previous years, soldiers who enlisted in an active component were not required to repay their tuition assistance. This provision takes away opportunities for prospective soldiers to serve their country and places an unnecessary financial burden on them if they decided to serve and participate in the Ohio National Guard Scholarship Program. 
I enlisted in the Ohio National Guard with the intention of contracting with ROTC upon my return from training. At no point after contracting with ROTC was I explicitly told that I would be responsible for the repayment of my scholarship should I go active duty. Now I must repay my scholarship at a 10% interest rate although I am still serving our country. Similar situations occurred to many other cadets and we hope to resolve this issue. We hope to find some recourse for our situations, how we feel that the bigger issue relates to the existence of the provision overall. This provision turns our scholarship into a loan, with higher interest than the loans available to me through my university.  We do not feel that soldiers should be penalized with a "buyout" in order to do more for their country. 
Serving in the Ohio National Guard as a Simultaneous Membership Program cadet is an option in which few cadets partake. After taking part in this program, I can say that my experience in the Ohio National Guard greatly shaped my knowledge and understanding of how to be an Army Officer in a way that ROTC could not. In ROTC, I learned things in the institutional domain, however while serving in a functional unit as acting platoon leader of real soldiers, I was able to apply my knowledge and prior experience further. Furthermore, training in my National Guard unit was more realistic because of the resources that were available. Training on a university campus can only achieve so much reality. The benefits I realized from participating in both the Ohio National Guard and ROTC will greatly enhance the skills and abilities I can and will bring to the Army in order to serve the United States of America.
I will continue my journey and serve as an Active Duty Officer even with the current financial penalties imposed, however I hope we can find a resolution to the problems that this provision causes. I hope that nobody supports a provision that penalizes soldiers for desiring to do more for their country, and for that reason I ask that you support House Bill 464, which removes this financial burden imposed upon potential active duty soldiers. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to provide a written testimony in support of House Bill 464. I am confident that when the time comes, members of the committee will vote in the best interest of the soldiers and families affected by this provision.

