Sponsor Testimony for House Bill 146
Representative Cheryl Grossman

Chairman Hayes, Vice-Chair Brenner, Ranking Member Fedor, and members of the committee,
thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 146.

HB 146 will require manuscript and cursive handwriting to be part of Ohio’s K-5 curriculum.

An unfortunate byproduct of “teaching to the test” is that foundational skills such as cursive
handwriting have been slowly removed from our school’s curriculum. There is a host of academic
literature and research that demonstrates that handwriting is closely tied to literacy, fine motor
skills, and other cognitive development. Cursive handwriting has been shown to help those with
dyslexia recognize words and form sentences.

Cursive writing is not required by Common Core. As educators strive to respond to the explicit
requirements of the CCSS and other national standards, the resulting “teach to the test” approach
has reduced the number of schools requiring cursive handwriting.

Twelve states have already moved to make cursive handwriting mandatory for their state’s
curriculum. Ohio’s State Board of Education has passed a resolution favoring adding cursive to
our state curriculum.

Cursive writing is NOT an outdated form of communication. As shorthanded communication such
as text messages and instant messaging become more prevalent, the need for children to learn
cursive writing becomes MORE not LESS important.

| ask for your support on HB 146. Thank you, Chairman Hayes. | will gladly answer any questions
you may have.



