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REP. ANDREW O. BRENNER

Chairman Hayes, Ranking member Fedor and members of the House Education Committee, | encourage
you to support House Bill 146, the cursive writing bill. | would also like to thank my joint sponsor Cheryl
Grossman for her support for this bill.

Cursive writing has gone the way of the dodo bird. Kids no longer need cursive writing because they use
computers and smartphones. We no longer need whips for horse and buggy’s, so why insist on an out of
date way to write like cursive writing.

Who says it is out of date? Which experts came into the state board of education, or the house
education committee and said, we no longer need cursive writing? Which experts at the local school
board level came in and said, you know what, there are other ways to teach kids and cursive writing isn’t
one of them.

Just the other night | heard that grammar is no longer being taught in one of my local elementary
schools. That is right; grammar is no longer being taught. Why not do away with math while we are at it,
nobody needs it anyway. After all when you go to a fast food restaurant the clerk presses a hamburger
button and the proper changes dispenses from a machine.

The English language is not being replaced so why cursive writing? Just because something worked
before doesn’t necessarily mean that it doesn’t work now. | ask, why not use cursive writing?

Starting today, this committee, the House Education Committee, needs to look into our all of our
curriculum, what is being taught in schools and how is it being taught. We should start with cursive
writing.

| ask for a though vetting of this bill. | ask that you bring in the experts for and against and in the end, |
ask for your support for this bill and cursive writing.

It is our responsibility for oversight. Let’s do our jobs.

Thank you and | will be glad to answer any questions you may have for me.



