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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Hayes, Ranking Member Fedor, and other members of the Committee,
| am writing today to talk about my experience with missing school. Thank you for the chance to
tell my story.

In first grade, | started not going to school. At the time, my mom was addicted to drugs. When |
did go to school, 1 would need a ride to the bus stop, which was too far away for me to walk to
when | was that young. Because of my mom’s addiction, sometimes she should wouldn’t be home
overnight and the next morning. Even if she was home she might not be awake to take me to the
bus. Ididn’t even realize that I was missing school or needed to be there every day. When | was
at school, it was fun and | wanted to be there.

After | missed school a couple of times, my little brother and I got taken away from my mom and
| started living with my dad while my little brother went to his dad’s house. Even though my mom
was struggling with addiction, it was a really hard transition with a lot of changes happening at
once. Going to school was hard because | was trying to fit in both at school and in my new family
situation. We were also getting interviewed by a case worker and had supervised visits with my
mom, which made it hard to talk to each other.

As far as | know, the court didn’t press any charges with my mom. I didn’t see her for a long time
until she started getting better. | think if the court had pressed charges I would’ve been a lot angrier
and not wanting to go to school because I didn’t know what was going on. It would’ve added
another layer to an already confusing situation. For my mom, with her addiction she was already
in the place that wasn’t good. Getting involved in court would’ve put her in a worse place because
she would be pressured to get money to pay fines. $1,000 is a lot of money and I’'m scared what
she would have done to get the money.

Looking back, I wish the school or the caseworkers would’ve come to my house or school, let us
know what was going wrong, and the plan to fix it instead of just taking me away from my mom
and brother. The case workers always seemed to come after the fact. After adjusting, | was able
to get back on track in school and haven’t had any trouble since.

In closing, | would like to encourage the Committee to make sure that all students have access to
caring adults that listen to their concerns and work with them to stay in school. Thank you for this
opportunity.



