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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Hayes, and Members of the House Education Committee, thank you
for allowing me to offer testimony today on H.B. 410.

My name is Michael Corey, and I am the policy analyst for the Children’s Defense Fund-Ohio.
Every day, we come to work with a commitment to be a strong, independent voice for all
children. Today, [ am grateful for the opportunity to do precisely that.

H.B. 410 would implement common sense reforms to truancy law, by requiring interventions
that would serve four primary purposes. The first would be to identify the reasons why a
student is not attending school. The second would be to work with the student, and that
student’s family, to overcome or work around those challenges to get that student back in
the classroom. The third would be to minimize the number of students unnecessarily pushed
into the juvenile justice system as a result of persisting truancy. And the fourth would be to
maximize the number of students leaving school with a diploma, rather than a criminal
record.

At the foundation of this bill is an important fact: If this law goes unchanged, students that
are already missing school will be required to miss more school, and too often, be either
criminalized as a direct punishment, or be more likely to drop out of school. This is not the
result any of us wants. We want our children graduating, we want our children earning
diplomas, and we want our children working toward higher education, toward employment,
toward opportunities unimpeded by the negative odds that our current truancy laws
currently impose.

H.B. 410 would work to overcome the Cradle to Prison Pipeline®, which pushes children into
the juvenile justice system and eventually, the adult prison system. Indeed, decreased school
attendance can lead to: 1) diminished academic performance for that student and other
students in the school; 2) a higher likelihood of out-of-school suspension and expulsion; and
3) an increased likelihood of juvenile court involvement. Students that are missing school
also have a higher likelihood of dropping out altogether, which can result in increased
involvement in the adult criminal justice system, decreased lifetime earnings, and increased
reliance on social programs at taxpayer expense. H.B. 410 will work to prevent these
outcomes.

Many school districts across Ohio are already making the investment in working with
students that are truant prior to pushing them into the juvenile justice system. This law
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would require interventions in every school district, and would therefore reap benefits for
our schools and for our children alike.

In Delaware County, where interventions are favored over criminalization, the interventions
are working. More students are back in the classroom learning and growing, which is
precisely where we need our children to be.

A truant student may be truant for dozens and dozens of reasons. The primary reason is not
because a student simply does not want to be in school. And this bill is geared toward helping
those very students get back in the classroom.

With this bill, you have identified a challenge and drafted a bill to overcome it. Children and
families and communities across our state will benefit from it. We at the Children’s Defense
Fund-Ohio implore your support for this bill, and the children and communities that will be
stronger because of it.
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