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Chairman Brenner, Ranking member Fedor, and members of the House Education committee,
thank you for allowing Representative Rezabek and | to provide testimony before you today on
behalf of House Bill 410, which will provide needed, common-sense reforms to how we deal
with truancy in Ohio. We all share the goal of ensuring that Ohio’s students are in school
receiving a quality education. With House Bill 410, we are going to stop doing two things: 1) We
are going to stop schools from suspending or expelling a child for not attending and 2) we are
going to stop making children criminals as soon as they become truant.

This legislation emphasizes early intervention by requiring school districts to notify parents
when the child reaches 90 percent of the habitual truancy level. Once the child has reached the
habitual truancy level for unexcused absences, school districts must form an intervention team
within 10 days and a plan within 30 days. Family involvement is key in addressing issues of
truancy, which is why the bill requires that the intervention team include a parent or designee of
the child.

This bill is about giving schools more tools and additional flexibility to address the root causes of
the problem without collateral consequences. Schools can create an individualized plan at the
initial notice level or once the student reaches the habitual truancy level. Additionally, schools
can utilize diversion programs in Juvenile Courts prior to a complaint being filed. Courts and
schools will have multiple opportunities to make sure the attendance problem is fixed before it
results in a criminal record. A child can only be found delinquent after multiple attempts at
diversion, and the violation of a valid court order at the Juvenile Court’s discretion.

Finally, this bill will require courts and schools to report data at each step of the truancy process
so that we can gather more information about why students are becoming truant and use it to
determine how we can best help them get back in school.

In my experience as a juvenile defense attorney, | have encountered many cases dealing with
truancy. In one particular case, after all was said and done, the youth missed an entire year of
school. The impact that something like this can have on a student is catastrophic. In this case,
after a simple fix in the living arrangements, the youth was able to prosper as a student. Not all
causes of truancy are the same and each case must be handled differently given the youth
involved.

This bill allows for a more individualized approach in each situation. There are two
overwhelming themes with House Bill 410: early intervention and a team approach. The early
intervention is designed to stop a situation like the one | briefly described earlier. When the issue
of absences begins, it is incumbent upon us to reach out and do what we can to make the changes
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necessary for our students. The team approach to this issue speaks to the aspect of individualized
plans. A willing and engaged group of leaders can have a huge impact on our youths. Each team
will be individualized based off the needs of the student.

| am honored to join Representative Hayes on this legislation and I again want to thank
Chairman Brenner, Ranking Member Fedor, and the members of the House Education
Committee for allowing us the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony. At this time, we would
be happy to answer any questions the committee may have.



