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Dear Representative Brenner and the House Education Committee:
Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony on HB 410.

Ohio PTA, a 115-year-old branch of the National PTA, is composed of nearly 70,000
members across the state. Ohio PTA’s mission is to be a powerful voice for all children,
a relevant resource for families and communities and a strong advocate for the
education and well-being of every child. In 1980, Ohio PTA’s membership adopted a
resolution urging the reduction of absenteeism of students.

For the past several decades, school districts across the country adopted zero tolerance
policies to curb violent and disruptive behavior. Oftentimes, these policies are applied
too broadly, often suspending or expelling students for minor infractions. Zero
tolerance policies undermine the education, safety, welfare and civil rights of our
children. This “one-size-fits-all” approach to discipline in our schools is unfair and
disproportionately affects our most vulnerable, at-risk students - students of color,
students with disabilities, and low-income students.

Each year, more than 200, 000 Ohio students are suspended or expelled from school
and in the majority of cases they are suspended or expelled for non-violent behavior.
Since 1998, Ohio law has required that all public schools to develop a zero tolerance
policy for “violent, disruptive or inappropriate behavior, including excessive truancy.”
In 2013, there were over 7,000 occurrences of suspensions and expulsions in Ohio due
to truancy. The law does not require schools to consider the underlying causes of
students’ behavior or circumstances, which could stem from a host of factors including
hunger, abuse, trauma, safety concerns at home and school, poverty, or disability. As a
result, suspension and expulsion practices have become deeply entrenched in Ohio
schools. Educators and administrators have become accustomed to approaching
discipline this way, which has resulted in a school climate that simply removes the
problem rather addressing it.

Regular school attendance is a predictor of academic success; however, zero tolerance
policies reduce students’ opportunities to learn. Although there are many reasons
students miss school, absences related to truancy and exclusionary punishments such as
out-of-school suspensions and expulsions are linked to negative school outcomes,
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including lower test scores and higher dropout rates, which can have lifelong effects on
employment and earning potential. A growing body of research shows that students
who are suspended or expelled are more likely to have academic problems, drop out of
school, and enter the juvenile justice system.

Ohio PTA supports changes to Ohio law that eliminates zero tolerance policies. We
support a comprehensive approach to school discipline that ensures safe school
climates conducive to learning without removing students from the opportunity to
learn. It is time for Ohio to replace zero-tolerance mandates. Doing so does not mean
that schools no longer have the option to suspend or expel a child when warranted;
rather it allows schools to develop alternatives to out-of-school discipline, with input
from professionals.
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