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':DATE:_ | February 23, 2016 :
“RE: - \H‘ouse B111 410'

To. Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Hayes, Ranking Minority Member Fedor, and

members of the House Education Committee, my name js Lisa_ Wurm; policy

manager for the American Civil Liberties Union of Ohlo (“ACLU of Oh1o”) and I ;

appear to present mterested party testnnony on House Bill 410. .

As thls committee has heard from many other w1tnesses HB 41 0 is largely a
positive step forward for our educational system. The school-to-prison pipeline is
fed mainly. by taking the same approach to educational-discipline that has been -

' taken with crnmnal penaltles This legislation is sign of what we now know not to
do. The ACLU of Ohio acknowledges the work of this cornm1ttee and of the
' sponsors for brmgmg this issue to the foreﬁont :

So Whlle much ofthe bill’s effects aré anrovements in how our state- would
address truancy, it mcreases the penalty for guardlans w1th truant ch1ldren from

'$100 to- up to $50'0

' Whlle perhaps well-mtentloned ﬂnes rarely help accomphsh the goal of this -
legislation, which is to help parents. Mény families with children who' are truant

may be struggling financially and draconian firies would only serve to push them

. further into the depths of poverty. Adding another financial 0b11gatlon onto = -

parents W111 do nothmg to solve our truancy problem and may make the 51tuat1on '

' -WOTSe.

We have seen this effect in the criminal justice system, whether it’s the War on

- Drugs or charging those who are incarcerated with the cost of their confinement.
- - This crime.and punishment approach has over-crowded our jails and-prisons and -
placed burdéns on the ability of people to return to society and re-integrate

successfiilly. Applying such fines to parents in an educatienal context would
create more problems than it would solve and potent1a11y push more children into

fthe school—to—prlson plpelme . 7 Lo d
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There also appears to-be a lack of assessment of the nature of the guardian’s _
‘ability to pay. This again, will not yield the expected effects. What benefit does a
“habitually truant child” receive if her parents are unable to pay their bills? How
will a child return to school if his home environment is put in further chaos? The -
answers to these questions are the same as the answer to the question of what -
_ benefit 1t serves to suspend or expel a ch11d from their learmng environment.
There has been a lot of positive discussion around supporting and hurturing a
~ child’s whole well-being as well as community involvement to address how to
bring about success for our state’s future. While this is commendable, we strongly
- urge the committee to apply this careﬁﬂ cons1derat10n to thlS component of the

bill as well. - :

“Thank you and I.am héppy_to- answer questions you may have at this time.
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