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Thank you Chairman Brenner, Vice-Chair Hayes, Ranking Member Fedor and members of the House
Education Committee for the opportunity to testify today as an interested party for House Bill 410. | am
Judge David Hejmanowski of the Delaware County Probate/Juvenile Court. | am here to answer any
guestions you may have about court intervention for truant children and provide some brief details
about the program we use in Delaware County.

In Delaware County, the court gets involved with students who are at risk of becoming truant before
officially qualifying as a “habitual truant” student. In the early 1990s we decided to work cooperatively
with our local school districts to combat truancy through the use of jointly funded School Liaisons.
These Liaisons are court employees, but are funded by both the Court and the school districts. They
split their time between the courthouse and the schoolhouse and assist in maintaining cooperation and
communication between the two entities.

The school liaisons check school attendance reports on a daily basis and make contact with any student
who is approaching a number of absences that would trigger court involvement. Working together with
school officials, the liaisons send letters home to parents, meet with students and parents in school or in
their homes and seek to find the underlying cause of truancy before the number of absences rises high
enough to cause the child to become court involved.

The liaisons also initiate the involvement of our Court’s mediation department. One of our mediators
will sit down with the student, parent(s), school officials and the liaison in a school truancy mediation,
the purpose of which is to seek modifications to the student’s school schedule, home schedule,
transportation arrangements or other details that will eliminate the causes of the truancy.

These programs have been incredibly successful in keeping kids in school and avoiding court
involvement. | must stress, however, that these programs occur before a court filing and thus, this
system would be disturbed, if not destroyed, by the current language of the bill that requires these
diversionary programs to happen after the filing. The Juvenile Judge’s Association has suggested
alternative language that would permit the diversion to occur on either side of the filing, and | ask you to
give that language due consideration so that this bill does not have a harmful effect.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify, and | am happy to answer any questions you have
about diverting truancy complaints from the formal juvenile justice system or any other issues you wish
to discuss.



