May 9, 2016

To:  Education Committee for Hearing on H.B. 146
May 10, 2016 in Columbus, Ohio

From: The Platt R. Spencer Historical Society, Geneva, Ohio

Re:  Retaining the Teaching of Cursive Writing in Ohio Schools — Keeping Ohio’s
Historical Connection to American Penmanship Alive

We are writing to express our concern that cursive handwriting is no longer being adequately taught in many of the
public schools throughout our nation, even in our schools right here in Geneva, Ohio where the “Father of
American Penmanship”, Platt Rogers Spencer, developed and taught his Spencerian Penmanship. As a boy, Spencer
practiced the making of letters with a stick in the beach sand of Lake Erie at Geneva-on-the-Lake. In the 1850’s, his
Spencerian Penmanship was adopted as the standardized form of handwriting taught throughout the United States
and in some foreign countries. This evolved into the script that most of today’s adults learned in elementary school.

The ability to read and write cursive script is an important skill all adults should possess. It allows us to write more
fluidly and quickly, to sign our own signatures, read important historical and family documents, and impart a touch
of our personalities and sentiments in notes and letters in a most personal way. (How does one cherish a text
message?)

Teachers and studies have shown the importance of cursive writing in developing parts of the brain of students,
even students with learning disabilities, that spills over into other areas of learning. In addition, colleges have
required handwriting samples over the years, as have police, as clues to identification and personality. Today’s
business owners expect their workers to be able to read their handwritten notes — jobs may depend on it.

We recognize the importance of students learning keyboarding skills in this day of computers, but the benefits of
being able to read and write in script are more significant than may be realized. It is our understanding that some
states or school boards have gone back to teaching it after dropping it. Their experiences should be studied.

In Geneva, we have honored the legacy of Platt R. Spencer by naming schools after him, by having monuments,
archive rooms, and penmanship awards in the elementary school. Adult students from all over the world come to
“Spencerian Saga” classes at Geneva on the Lake each October to learn the art from a Master Penman. Some of
these have been calligraphers to our U.S. presidents.

The life and influence of Platt R. Spencer helped lay the foundation for the most progressive period of business
education in America following the Civil War. The Bryant and Stratton chain of business colleges originated by
Spencer became models for similar institutions of professional training throughout the country.

We hope you will give this matter your serious consideration. We will appreciate anything you can do to keep
cursive writing in our Geneva and Ohio school curricula, thus benefitting our children and continuing to honor the
“Father of American Penmanship” who lived, worked and is buried in Ohio.

Sincerely,

Catherine Sclmidt

Catherine (Mrs. Phillip) Schmidt - with the input of other
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