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Thank you Chairman Landis and Committee members for the opportunity to testify on behalf of 

HB 267 for fawn rehabilitation and sanctuary.  

My name is Joe Murnane and I currently reside in Mount Vernon, Ohio. I am speaking on behalf 

of the members of Saving Trooper as well as on behalf of over 18,000 petition signers.  

There is a serious ethical and moral problem in Ohio and it has to do with our responsibility whe

n it comes to taking care of God's creatures. No animal should be killed when they can be saved 

or left to suffer and die when injured. 

 

Any person or persons who encounter an injured fawn in the State of Ohio will immediately be i

n a dilemma of both conscience and legality.  Any animal who is capable of life but requires hum

an intervention for whatever reason in order to survive is to be granted that opportunity [ ]. To w

alk away is an act of negligence and would be cruelty to an animal by depriving them of necessar

y sustenance [ORC 959.13 Cruelty to animals.  A) No person shall:  (1) Torture an animal, dep

rive one of necessary sustenance, unnecessarily or cruelly beat, needlessly mutilate or kill, or im

pound or confine an animal without supplying it during such confinement with a sufficient quanti

ty of good wholesome food and water;].   

To allow suffering and not intercede is cruelty[. ]. Yet currently the state of Ohio, in claiming to 

own the animals, disregards these creatures and expects the public to walk away or call the ODN

R who will in turn commit animal cruelty by killing the animal.  Currently, there are no sanctuari

es or rehabilitation facilities in Ohio for deer leaving the public with no ethical legal options.     

Human being with a conscience will not adhere to current state policies regarding injured deer.  

Most people who know that the ODNR will come out and kill an orphaned or injured fawn, will 

NEVER call the ODNR.  And, It is not right to allow another living creature to starve to death or 

suffer.      

 

In order to follow God's law and their heart, they must break man's twisted policy.  This is how d

eer end up as pets.  The people in general do not want deer for pets. They do, however, want opti

ons and need to know there are trustworthy people to call.They need to know what to do. z 

Deer sanctuary would provide (at no cost to the government but privately paid) caring trained pe

ople to report to the scene to assess whether the deer is truly in need or not.  If the fawn needs wa

tched while the people involved await the return of the mother, than properly trained individuals 

from the sanctuary can, if needed, assist.   There should be no drop offs.  

http://www.savingtrooper.com/


Deer are not dangerous, whether tame or wild.  They are curious, cautious, gentle, family oriente

d beings.   The only time a concern may occur is when they feel threatened for their life during w

hich time they run away.  If backed into a corner, a deer would most likely do the same thing any

 human would do, defend themself.   Dogs pose a greater threat and humans are clearly the most 

dangerous creature on earth.    Deer have one row of dull teeth. They are herbivores & if they sen

se danger, their first response is to run. They become tame very quickly. They are very intelligen

t and loving. They are discerning around humans especially children.  The DOW always talks ab

out the rutting season.  Sanctuary deer will be neutered. There will be no rutting season in the san

ctuary.  Despite that, deer do not attack humans. They will do what is needed to escape when cor

nered or in danger (wouldn't you?).   

 

All living creatures are capable of having a disease.  Regarding chronic wasting disease (CWD), 

the only case ever in Ohio was actually recently brought in from PA to a deer farm overseen by t

he DOA.  The chances of finding this CWD in a deer is quite slim.  Mathematical probabilities ar

e extremely low and it is not transmittable to humans.  We have a greater chance at being struck 

by lightning.    

 

Deer sanctuaries would need to meet strict requirements regarding space, fencing, nutrition, healt

h care, shelter and food. The deer would be quite healthy.   

The DOW will continue to sometimes refer to tame deer as wild.  It is important to know that the

 animal may have been wild, but can become tame. Once tame, they are not wild. These descripti

ons are complete opposites and defined by activity or behavior, not place of birth.    

Deer sanctuary and /or rehabilitation is present in other states. IT WORKS. Please don't allow th

e ODNR or DOA to bully you or persuade you to allow them to run the state. This is a critical m

atter that is not going away. There are several groups and thousands of people voicing their supp

ort and opinions.   

 

The State of Ohio through the ODNR and DOA is attempting to legislate "compassion" out of hu

man beings.   Compassion is a basic human emotion and if that were ever accomplished could yo

u imagine the world we would live in?  They are in many ways forcing their "personal belief syst

em " on the general public. This is NOT acceptable. 

Furthermore, and for the record, it is not possible for the state to obtain animal ownership. They 

are not permitted to own the animals.   

 

The Bible says in Psalm 50:1,10. 

The Mighty One, God, the LORD, has spoken,.... 

...For every beast of the forest is Mine, 

And the cattle on a thousand hills. 

I know all the birds of the mountains, 

And the wild beasts of the field are Mine. 

 

Thank you very much for your time, 

Joe Murnane 
 


