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Chairman Brown, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Clyde, and members of the
committee, thank you for your careful consideration today of House Joint Resolution 4.

Representative Smith has fully and clearly explained the proposed amendment. For all the
reasons he capably articulated, | am proud to be his co-sponsor.

| would like to provide some background and historical context for why this issue is so timely,
and so critically important.

For the past 15 months, members of the Constitutional Revisions and Updating Committee
of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission have been exploring ways to encourage
more citizen use of the statutory initiative, as an alternative to the constitutional initiative, on
matters that properly belong in the Ohio Revised Code, and not the bedrock of cur state
constitution.

Committee members, half Democrat and half Republican, unanimously agreed that there has
been a growing and worrisome trend of self-interested economic interests using the initiative
process to write their own amendments seeking to perpetually guarantee special benefits —
even absolute monopolies -- for themselves in our constitution.

The proposed amendment before you today is a direct outgrowth of those many months of
discussion, research and analysis.

The trend of self-interested economic interests seizing upon the initiative process is a
national trend that in recent years has found its way to Ohio.

Fifteen years ago, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist David Broder of The Washington Post
published a book titled, Democracy Derailed, in which he chronicled the emergence of a whole
new industry dedicated to using — or rather abusing — the initiative process to guarantee
private, economic benefits.

Broder wrote: “It is a far cry from the dream of direct democracy cherished by the early 19"
century reformers who imported this institution and installed it in this country . . . hoping it
would cleanse our politics. They might be the first to throw up their hands in horror at what
their noble experiment has produced.”
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Indeed, when Chioans in 1912 adopted both the constitutional initiative and the statutory
initiative, these tools of direct democracy were widely viewed as methods by which the many
could check the power of the privileged few.

When Teddy Roosevelt came here to address Ohio’s 1912 state constitutional convention, in
his remarks in support of the initiative, he spoke —in his inimitable robust style — of its potential
to rein in the monopolists and all those who prime interest is special privilege and special
benefits at the expense of the many. .

These special interests span the ideological spectrum from far left to far right. In various
states, they have sought to corner the market on everything from green energy to highways,
from education funding to marijuana.

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, all this amendment seeks to do is to protect

“Ohio’s century-old constitutional initiative process from those who would pervert it, who would
stand it on its head, who would use it to protect the privileged few rather than to protect the
many against the privileged few.

All we ask is that Ohioans he given the opportunity to vote this November to protect their
state constitution — to protect it from those who would carve into it a self-serving, and
permanent monopoly.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, | would be happy to join Rep. Smith in answering any questions
you may have.



