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Thank you for having me today. I'd like to talk a little bit about my background and put my
experience regarding marijuana policy and business together. I'm from Cleveland, went to UC.
Studied political science, and worked for several campaigns. I've worked at NationBuilder, a
political technology firm where | helped many marijuana groups build their technology
infrastructure and prior to forming OTEP, | was an investor relations manager for the ArcView
Group, the country's largest Marijuana angel investment network.

OTEP is an organization focused on good public policy and the belief that access to cannabis in
all forms, for all uses, is a human right. Our beliefs have been written into law as the Cannabis
Control Amendment, which is currently under review by AG DeWine. | don’t speak on behalf of
all pro-marijuana activists, our opinions are very diverse. Some do support Responsible Ohio
because they believe it ends possession arrests.

Marijuana legalization is a complex topic that touches civil liberties, public health, education,
public safety, and human rights. It is also has a very complicated economic impact, touching
both entrepreneurship and capital investment. Very few issues today in my mind are this
complicated from a public policy point of view. It is a topic that requires lots of thoughtful
discussion and study among the stakeholders.

Ohio currently has the most liberal marijuana laws in the country for a state that has no medical
access. Possession up to 100 grams, over 3 oz is not a jailable offense. Many more changes
can be made to stop punishing marijuana users. Such as removing driver’s license
suspensions, ending mandatory arrests in counties such as Ashland, Medina, and Washington,
lowering the amount of ticket fees, and changes to the way Child Protective Services addresses
this. Any form of legalization should eliminate criminal penalties for users, cultivators, and
others. It should protect those who use it medicinally. It should be written with the culture of
cannabis use in mind. Responsible Ohio’s amendment does none of these things.

There are many issues with the Responsible Ohio amendment, which | won’t go into detail
today but would gladly discuss this further with anyone interested. It does not protect patients,
consumers, or the public. Their Executive Director and Architect, lan James will argue that the
only people opposed to their plan are drug dealers. This characterization is offensive, and is as
half baked as their amendment. Their amendment offends me. It offends me as an advocate for
cannabis users rights, it offends me as an advocate for drug policy reform, and it offends me as
a patriot that our constitution can be manipulated in this way.

A citizen’s initiative for a statewide amendment is not a small task. Information on legal
requirements and standards are difficult to find online, aside from the statute itself. Example
petitions used before, laws regarding petitioning, the exact reasons that signatures get rejected,



rules involving cross-outs and mistakes by people who are signing. It requires expertise in many
fields, and a lot of people working together.

From the perspective of community organizing it is very complex, it requires a pretty
sophisticated understanding of technology, and yes some money. We expect to print over 1
million sheets of paper for the petitioning process alone. We had to implement a document
management system generally used by law firms and insurance companies to image and
archive all the documents. Our database system will run thousands per month when fully online.
This doesn’t even include the costs of labor, consulting, marketing, and other expenses related
to a public policy startup. There is only so much volunteers can do.

The legislature needs to take action on Medical Marijuana, 80% of Ohioans agree that it should
be implemented. Responsible Ohio’s plan makes Medical optional to the whims of their
commission. Medical access is not controversial and the legislature needs to move on it.
Otherwise, groups like Responsible Ohio will not stop until they get their way.

The question posed to us, is whether this amendment is an attempt to stop legalization efforts
as a whole? Is this an attempt to thwart legalization in general? Is this amendment an attempt to
continue the failed policies of prohibition? This is fundamentally very important. We have
received assurances from many members of the legislature that this is not the case. We can
also state that our amendment does not create a special economic interest or right for any
group of people. Our amendment is designed to create an economic interest for any Ohioan
who chooses to enter the new legal, tightly regulated industry.

We read the draft amendment language proposed. OTEP is in support of any amendment that
prevents a constitutionally guaranteed, exclusive right to engage in commerce. We support any
amendment that will outlaw constitutional monopolies.



