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Chairman Brown and members of the committee, thank you for allowing me to testify today on Senate 

Bill 213. 

  

In government, we have the tendency to over regulate business. That, in my opinion, is exactly 

what we have done in the case of the cosmetology industry in Ohio.  SB 213 seeks to strike a balance 

between protecting the interests of those in the cosmetology field from government overreach, and 

protecting the general public from legitimate safety concerns.  The main components of the legislation 

are as follows: 

 

1. Removes the only state mandate in the U.S. telling salon owners who can manage their business 

– in Ohio we require a licensed Cosmetologist to go through hundreds of additional hours of 

training before they can open or work alone in a salon. This requirement serves more as a 

roadblock for individuals seeking work in the industry than a protection for the public.  SB 213 

eliminates the manager mandate and replaces it with a voluntary advanced license.  

2. Shifts the focus of inspections to immediate safety concerns – SB 213 creates an effective 

consumer reporting system so that the Board of Cosmetology can better respond to immediate 

health and safety concerns.   

3. Makes existing continuing education requirements meaningful – This legislation updates the 

existing continuing education requirements so that they focus on safety practices and rule 

changes. 
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4. Reduce red tape on small business – It has long been known that most government regulations 

have a negative impact on businesses and jobs. Occupational licensure is no exception.  

Typically, such regulation serves more as a barrier to entry into the field being regulated than as 

an effective means to protect the consumer.  On the spectrum of policy mechanisms designed 

to protect the public from bad actors, licensing is the most blunt and restrictive, both for 

entrepreneurs and the consumer. SB 213 works to reduce the regulatory burden on the growing 

Cosmetology industry by establishing a registration system for practices defined as boutique 

services.  This registration verses licensure approach with impact practices like braiding, 

threading, and, at the suggestion of the Senate Government Oversight and Reform Committee 

Chairman, Senator Bill Coley, shampooing. 

 

SB 213 also makes a variety of smaller technical changes, adjusts code to better streamline 

some Board practices, and adds a member of the Tanning industry and an Esthetician to the Board.  

 

In summary, SB 213 works to get government out of the way of business without jeopardizing 

safety practices.  It passed Senate committee with by a vote of 11 to 0 and the full Senate 32 to 0.  I 

would like to thank my joint sponsor, Senator Tavares, for working with me on this issue; and I want to 

thank the House sponsors, Representatives Roegner and Reece, for taking this up in this chamber. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of SB 213 and I ask for your support. 


