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Senate Bill 321  (As Passed by Senate)
Public Records Access
 (
Justice delayed is justice denied
, 
especially when
 an agency purposely delays complying with legitimate requests for public records. Ready access to public information is a fundamental 
public 
right. The exercise of this right can bear definitive witness to the effective -- or ineffective -- administration of the law by public officials. Public records help put the "free" in a free society, where the public servant is 
held accountable 
to the public. But public records are of little use if the public cannot access them in a timely manner. Senate Bill 321 -- "The Equalizer" -- puts citizens on an equal footing with agencies, 
accelerating the 
prompt production of
 public records while 
still 
maintaining 
a 
civil recourse
 option
. 
) (
S
ummary 
SUPPORT
) (
Creates a procedure within the Court of Claims to hear complaints alleging a denial of access to public records.
Requires a court to award court costs to a person who files a mandamus action to obtain a judgment that orders the public office or person responsible for the records to comply with the Public Records Law if the public office or person responsible acted in bad faith.
Permits the awarding of attorney's fees in a mandamus action if the court determines that the public office or person responsible acted in bad faith.
) (
Recommendation
) (
OEC’s Perspective 
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The OEC 
strongly 
supports this legislation.
 
)Sponsored by Senator Keith Faber
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% *%@ €=z, This legislation will help resolve a serious

. B . problem that threatens Ohio’s environment
and demonstrates significant leadership
for Ohio’s future.

“=> This legislation will cause substantial harm
| to Ohio’s environment and demonstrates
serious disregard for Ohio’s future.

’% €=z, This legislation will benefit Ohio’s This legislation will harm Ohio’s
4% environment or shows foresight in setting 1 environment or sets the state on the wrong
future environmental policy. - path for future environmental poilcy.

5 This legislation will somewhat - or on

~ This legislation will somewhat - or on
. balance - benefit Ohio’s environment. ‘

balance - harm Ohio’s environment.






