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Sponsor Testimony – HB 619

Chairman Blessing, Ranking Member Clyde and members of the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present to you H.B. 619, at the of request of the Ohio Department of Administrative Services, a bill to authorize the conveyance of {30} state-owned properties. 

These conveyances are requested by various state agencies or state entitles. Predominantly, the 
land is no longer of use to the agency or entity. The Office of Real Estate and Planning, housed within DAS is responsible for ensuring that the land conveyance requests meet several requirements prior to bringing the proposals to the legislature. Some factors on the land conveyance checklist utilized by DAS include: local review of the legal description of the land, state review of the terms of the conveyance, appraisal evaluation, legal review by the Attorney General, review by the controlling entity (agency) and if applicable, the grantee’s ability to proceed with the transaction. This intensive process guarantees that each conveyance receives its due diligence. 

As legislators in this process we serve as trustees of this state owned property on behalf of all Ohioans. It is our responsibility to ensure that the taxpayer dollars originally used to obtain these properties are fairly recovered after the sale of these properties is completed. This process has been in place for many years and the thorough inspection DAS has conducted on each of these conveyances ensures that taxpayer dollars are safeguarded. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on HB 619 and at this time, I would like to turn it over to the department for further information and following their presentation, they would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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