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Chairman Gonzales, ranking member Antonio and members of the House Health and Aging
Committee, my name is Cheri Walter and I am submitting this testimony on behalf of the
Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities which represents Ohio’s
Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and Mental Health Boards. I am writing to express OACBHA’s
support for HB 4. HB 4 expands access to naloxone for individuals and families in need.

Naloxone is a medication that can reverse an opioid related overdose by reversing the
effects that opioids have on the human body. Naloxone temporarily reverses opioid induced
depression of the respiratory and central nervous systems. Individuals will still need to seek
emergency medical attention. This medication saves lives and with increased access to this
medication, more lives will be saved and more families will remain whole. By authorizing
additional medical professionals to dispense naloxone under written physician protocols,
individuals at risk of opioid overdose, and those close to them, will have access to this life-
saving medication. The physical protocols called for within this legislation provide
individuals with the information, guidance, and training they need to appropriately and
effectively dispense this life-saving medication to individuals and families in need.

Additionally, the liability protections included within this legislation ensure that individuals
acting in good faith are protected from damages in any civil action, prosecution in any
criminal proceeding, or professional disciplinary action. These protections will support
individuals dispensing naloxone who are following the physician protocols.

Increased access to naloxone will decrease the number of accidental overdose deaths
throughout our state. We applaud this effort as one piece of the overall strategy to address
the opiate epidemic in Ohio. With this legislation, Ohio communities will be healthier and
safer and Ohio’s citizens will have a better chance at becoming drug-free. Naloxone is a
tool that can be utilized to keep people alive so that they have a chance to enter drug
treatment programs and begin the process to achieve and sustain recovery. We know that
treatment works and people recover and this medication gives individuals and opportunity
to reverse an overdose, enter treatment, and begin their recovery process.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. Should you have any questions or
concerns please feel free to contact me at 614-224-1111 or cwalter@oacbha.org.
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