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Chair Gonzales, Vice Chair Huffman, Ranking Minority Member Antonio, and members of the 

committee, thank you for considering The Ohio Council’s proponent testimony for HB 4. 

 

The Ohio Council is a trade and advocacy organization representing over 150 private, nonprofit, 

small businesses employing over 18,000 Ohioans that provide addiction recovery, mental health, and 

family services to over 600,000 Ohioans annually.  On behalf of The Ohio Council’s membership, we ask 

that you vote affirmatively on HB 4.   

 

Drug overdose continues to be the leading cause of accidental death in Ohio with one 

person every five hours dying from preventable overdose.  The proposed legislation will make 

more available the prescription of Naloxone, which is administered as a nasal spray to someone 

who is overdosing.  Naloxone, when used during an overdose, blocks the effects of opioids on the 

brain and restores breathing.  The pharmaceutical is FDA approved and has been used by 

emergency medical professionals for decades.  The drug has no potential for abuse and does not 

cause physical harm if used on someone that is not overdosing.  In many instances, first on the 

scene of an overdose is law enforcement, family members or friends.  The proposed legislation will 

allow for the prescribing of Naloxone and training for administration by people that are in a 

position to more immediately help people who are at-risk of opiate overdose. 

 

As a state, we are seeing unprecedented opiate abuse, addiction, and unintentional 

overdose death in our communities.  Ohioans are acknowledging addiction as a treatable disease, 

and the passage of H.B. 4 brings best health care practices to addiction treatment in Ohio.  We urge 

you to support the changes set forth in H.B. 4 and appreciate your ongoing support of addiction 

prevention and recovery initiatives in Ohio. 
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