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THE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE OF
CLEVELAND & NORTHERN OHI0

February 16, 2015

The Honorable Anne Gonzales
Chair, Health & Aging Committee
The Ohio House — 13™ Floor
Columbus, OH 43215

Re: House Bill 4 — Overdose Drugs

Dear Chairman Gonzales:

On behalf of the Academy of Medicine of Cleveland & Northern Ohio (AMCNO), an association which
represents 5,000 physicians in Northeastern Ohio, I am writing to you to voice our support for House Bill 4 -
Overdose Drugs.

Opioid overdose deaths can be preventable through the timely provision of a safe and effective drug, naloxone.
Naloxone, also known by the brand name Narcan, is an opioid antidote, reversing the effects of opioid
medications during an overdose. Naloxone, administered either intranasally or by injection, acts quickly to
reverse the breathing suppression that can lead to death during an overdose. As naloxone is an opioid receptor-
specific medication, it will have no adverse effects if administered to a person not experiencing an overdose.
Furthermore, the medication does not provide any euphoria, eliminating any concern for potential abuse.

As with most public health problems, the opioid abuse crisis is complex and there is no panacea for preventing
overdose deaths. However, we believe that HB 4 will provide an additional tool in our efforts to give potential
overdose victims a chance to work toward recovery. This bill would allow pharmacists and pharmacy interns to
dispense naloxone in accordance with a physician’s protocol and allow individuals authorized by a physician to
personally furnish naloxone. HB 4 will have the intended effect of reducing opioid overdose deaths.

The AMCNO strongly supported HB 170 in the last General Assembly which took the first significant step to
increase access to naloxone in Ohio. There are now several programs in Ohio, such as Project DAWN (Deaths
Avoided with Naloxone), that distribute naloxone to addicts and their families, with many lives already saved
through greater access to this medication. However, these programs require prescribers to be present when
naloxone is distributed. HB 4 would change that provision and expand access to the medication. We support
the goals set forth in HB 4 as another important step forward in turning around the alarming increases in drug
overdose deaths in Ohio.

]
ames Coviello, M.D.
AMCNQO President

Sincerely,

CC: Members of the House Health & Aging Committee
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