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OASN Position Statement: SB 121

The Ohio Association of School Nurses (OASN) has a mission to promote optimal wellness among Ohio's school children and their communities by supporting their educational success. School nurses are on the front lines of public health performing immunization surveillance, communicable disease identification and patterns. Occurrence of vaccine preventable diseases in individual students can become a much larger public health issue for a school and the surrounding community. The intent of the mandated immunizations is to keep children healthy, in school, and to minimize the chance of disease outbreaks. 
Currently, ORC 3133.671 mandates immunizations for students against mumps, poliomyelitis, diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, rubeola, rubella, hepatitis B, and varicella for children of school age. Ohio Senate Bill 121 aims to mandate immunization of students against meningococcal disease at an age recommended by the Department of Health.

Meningococcal disease is very serious and can potentially cause the death of an otherwise healthy young person, within as little as 1 day after symptoms first appear. Even though the disease is rare, it can result in severe, permanent disabilities and death in an otherwise healthy adolescent population.
· There are 1000-2000 cases of meningococcal disease yearly in the United States.
·  About 10 to 15% of people with meningococcal disease die even with appropriate antibiotic treatment. Of those who recover, up to 20% suffer from some serious aftereffects, such as permanent hearing loss, limb loss, neurological problems, kidney damage, or brain damage. 
· Although rates of disease are highest among children younger than 2 years of age, the majority of meningococcal disease cases actually occur among those 11 years of age or older. 
· Healthy People 2020 aims to reduce meningococcal disease by 10%.

Other issues for consideration:
· Vaccines are among the most cost-effective clinical preventive services and childhood immunizations provide a very high return on investment.
· Adolescents age 14 and older were much less likely to see a pediatrician than their younger-adolescent counterparts. In fact, adolescents age 11 to 14 had three times more visits to pediatricians than the older teens. As a result, the adolescent population is less likely to receive recommended preventative healthcare, including immunizations.
· Adolescents are currently required to receive Tdap immunization to enter 7th grade. Coupling the requirements would increase compliance.
· Immunization programs in the United States have markedly reduced the occurrence of vaccine-preventable diseases in children; however, adults who were not infected or immunized during childhood may be at increased risk for these diseases and their complications.
· The timing of the booster dose is critical. Requiring a booster dose for a student in high school may lead to difficulty with exclusion from school at a critical period of preparing for graduation. 
· The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends 2 doses of quadrivalent meningococcal conjugate vaccine for adolescents 11 through 18 years of age.
· The first dose should be given at 11 or 12 years of age, followed by a booster dose at age 16
· If the first dose is given at 13 through 15 years of age, the booster should be given at 16 through 18 years of age

The Ohio Association of School Nurses supports the mandate of immunization against meningococcal disease. Immunizations are the single most important way to protect against serious and sometimes deadly diseases. Meningitis can be spread to others very easily, particularly in the school setting. The best protection from meningococcal disease is immunization with the meningococcal vaccine. Adding the meningococcal vaccine to the required immunizations for school-age children in Ohio is the best way to help protect our preteens and teens from meningococcal disease.
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