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Representative Mark Romanchuk
House District 2

HB 338| Transport of Wheelchair Users-Modify Law Governing
Sponsor Testimony

December 9, 2015

Chairwoman Gonzales, Vice Chairman Huffman, Ranking Member Antonio and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 365 that would modify the provisions governing transport of persons who may use a wheelchair or other mobility aid.
During many hours of testimony in the Finance Health and Human Services Subcommittee, we heard from a large number of constituents who testified about the new Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) regulations from the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  These new regulations require states to move Medicaid waiver recipients from segregated, institutional type settings to integrated, community settings.  As a result of these regulations, individuals will need more transportation options in order to work and live in the community. 
This bill also removes a regulation that could hinder the mobility of those who require wheelchair assistance and expands transportation options for these individuals. In districts like mine where public transportation is few and far between, this legislation will provide more options for people in wheelchairs to go to grocery stores, doctors’ appointments, their places of employment, restaurants, or even to the library. This bill will allow for a lower cost means of transportation.  

I’d be happy to answer any questions at this time. 
