
HB 470 Sponsor Testimony
Thank you Madam Chair, members of the committee, for the opportunity to give sponsor testimony on HB 470.
HB 470 gives the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) the authority to license palliative care facilities.  Currently, ODH only has the authority to license hospice care and not palliative care.  
As defined in the Ohio Revised Code, a hospice care program is primarily for the purposes of meeting the needs of the final stages of illness before a person dies.  
Under HB 470, palliative care means the treatment for a patient with a serious, chronic, or life threatening illness with a particular emphasis on psychosocial support and medical decision guidance.  In summary, hospice is for a short term end of life program of care, while palliative care is for a longer term comfort of life program for those who are terminally ill. 
Thank you Madam Chair for the opportunity to give sponsor testimony and at this time I will answer any questions you or the committee may have.  



